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Graduation Ceremony for Holmesglen's 
Transition Education Students 
Students from Certificate 1 in Transition Education 
had their graduation ce remony at the Holmesglen 
Conference Centre on Monday 24 November. 

The night celebrated the student's achievements 
and hard work during the year. Pau l Russell, Head 
of Centre, Health Human & Community Services, 
and Sa ra Lyons, Manager of the VACS 
Department, as well as over 20 Holmesg len staff 
who teach in the Transition Program represented 
Holmesglen TAFE on the night. Families and 
friends who attended the evening made an 
enthusiastic audience. 

In addition to being awarded their Certificate I in 
Transition Education, several students were also 
awarded Certificate I in Horticulture by their 
Horticulture teachers. Peter Jones from the 
Holmesglen Fitness Centre presented gym awards 
to transition students for their enthusiastic 
participation at the Fitness Centre over the year. 

The students will certainly remember the surprise 
guest speaker of the night. Kevin Sheedy, Sen ior 
Coach for the Esse ndon Football Club, attended 
and spoke to the students, encouraging them to 
work to achieve their goals and value the efforts 
they have put into their studies. Kevin helped 
congratulate each of the students during 
graduation and stayed to meet students and 
famil ies after the formal proceedings. Holmesg len 
was very grateful for his contribution . 

To finish the graduation, students performed a 
play called "The Witches", which they had 

developed in Semester 2 and then the audience 
was treated to a video "Be Yourse lf -Part 2" that 
students had produced as part of their drama 
work. The drama teacher Deborah Vanderwerp 
helped create these amazing performances with 
her students. 

To finish the evening everyone was invited for 
refreshments and a display of the craft and 
elective work that students had made during the 
year. 

Congratulations to all the students who received 
their awards and thank you to all those who 
helped create such a memorable evening. 

Written by Bill Wall and Ann Jeans 

Program Coordinators of Certificate 7 in 
Transition Education 

VACS Department 

Kevin Sheedy 

(left to right) Ricky Bullen, Ben Morello, Victor Christie, Adele McMahon, and Gerard Williams (Teacher) 



Multimedia Student Gains Confidence to Succeed 
Final year Diploma of Multimedia (Design) 
students held their project presentations on 
Wednesday 26 November at Waverley 
campus. Among them was Debbie 
MacDonald who created a website for 
Pentangle Coaching, a real client needing a 
real web solution. Pentangle is an 
international company offering its clients life 
coaching, leadership skills and career 
planning services. 

Pentangle CEO Pamela Wakefield-Semmens 
said "another web solutions company 
courted Pentangle for 18 months but in the 
end Debbie won the job over them. If this is 
the calibre of student Holmesglen is 
producing then the Institute should be proud 
of its teaching". 

Pentangle's brief outlined the features the 
company required on its website as being 
easy to update with a site management 
section included so Pentangle staff could 
update the site themselves, use of the 
Pentangle logo, bold colours and real 
photos. Pamela said, "Debbie has listened 
to our brief and understood what our needs 
are. She has also taught me along the way, I 
have learnt a lot about web design. We are 
very pleased with the result". 

Of course, being a student project there 
were course requirements and educational 
obligations to be met which Pentangle was 
prepared to adhere to in order for this 
project to work. 

In Debbie's presentation she noted that the 
most challenging aspect of the project was 

remembering to design for her client and not 
for herself. Debbie found the job very 
challenging with many frustrating times but 
these factors made the result even more 
rewarding as she discovered how to 
overcome obstacles and solve problems. 

Pamela noted, "This project has given 
Debbie the start she needs for her career as 
she now has two more clients lined up from 
the contacts she has made through this job". 
Debbie said "I now have the confidence to 
go out on my own and work for real clients. 
I did not have this confidence prior to the 
project, it has been a valuable experience". 
Having now completed her Diploma Debbie 
has started her own business, DMAC Design 
and Development. 

Gabrielle Fountain is Awarded ISS Institute Fellowship 
The International Specialised Skills (ISS) 
Institute recently announced its 13th Annual 
Fellowship Awards. The Institute is an 
independent body that was established by 
Sir James Gobbo AC CVO, to seek redress 
for skills gaps in design related areas not 
available through Australian TAFE Institutes 
and universities. With the 2004 awards, the 
Institute has for the first time broadened the 
categories to include biotechnology. 

Gabrielle Fountain, Program Development 
Manager of Biomedical Science at 
Holmesglen, was awarded the OTIE 
Fellowship for Biotechnology. Gabrielle 
describes biotechnology as any technique, 
which uses living organisms to make or 
change products in industry, for applications 
including the environment, medicine or 
agriculture. Over the past twelve months 

Gabrielle has managed the establishment of 
biotechnology training within the Biomedical 
Science Department at Holmesglen's 
Moorabbin campus, and is proud of the 
industry and research recpgnition that has 
been achieved for the facilities and programs 
in that time. 

Gabrielle will use the fellowship opportunity 
to investigate biotechnology technician 
training programs in the UK and USA. The 
fellowship will allow her to meet key staff 
and investigate industry I institute 
partnerships which have become increasingly 
important for the sponsorship of training; 
provision of equipment; access to 
infrequently used, but essential apparatus; 
and to foster faster responsiveness to 
industry led training demands in a rapidly 
and continually changing environment. 

Lynne Kosky, Minister for Education and Training, 
presents Gabrielle Fountain, Manager -
Biomedical Science, with her ISS Institute 
Fellowship at the RACV Club function. 

E-commerce Students Support Charity 
E-commerce students recently played their 
part in supporting charity organisation 
Brainwave. Brainwave actively raises much
needed funds for the Royal Children's 
Hospital Neuroscience Centre to provide 
medical equipment for the Department of 
Neurosurgery. 

Brain cancer is one of the most common 
cancers in children under 15 years of age 
and yet little is known of its causes. 
Brainwave's work embraces not only children 
who suffer brain cancer and brain disorders 
but also their families. 

As part of the assessment for final stage 
Diploma of Business E-commerce students, 
they were set the task of developing a new 
look website for Brainwave. The brief 
required a fresh new look with more 

interaction and the capacity to create and 
easily maintain a database. On Monday 17 
November the two groups of students 
presented their concepts to Brainwave 
Chairman and Committee members and 
Holmesglen staff. 

JCAN Design made their presentation first 
explaining the roles of each of the four team 
members and showing the audience the 
features of their website design including 
database and security aspects. 

They were followed by SocksUp E-Solutions, 
a team of three students who also presented 
their website concept for Brainwave which 
included an interactive Just for Kids section 
and extensive charity events database with 
simple maintenance procedure. 

Brainwave representatives were impressed 
with both concepts, agreeing that each 
would enhance Brainwave's image. Denise 
Stevens, HOC, Business Services Centre, 
noted that this project tied in well with the 
lnstitute's current slogan 'Real Skills for the 
Real World' saying "this project takes that 
concept one step further in that students are 
actually working for real clients". 

Following the presentation Josephine Cox, 
Brainwave Deputy Chairman, announced 
that SocksUp E-Solutions was the successful 
team and had been selected to provide 
Brainwave with its new look website. 
Students in the SocksUp team were Daniel 
Fisher, Shelly Snir Teo and Tina Li Ting. The 
site has now been launched and can be 
found at www.brainwaveaustralia.org. 



Art and Design Graduate Exhibition 
Students from the Art & Design Department staged their 
graduate exhibition for 2003 from the 5 - 16 November at the 
Glen E1ra City Gallery. 

The impressive space complemented the final year work from 
students completing their studies in the Diploma of Arts 
(Ceramics), Diploma of Arts (Visual Arts), Diploma of Arts 
(Graphic Art) and the Advanced Diploma of Arts (Graphic 
Design). Also on display was work from the Certificate IV in 
Electronic Publishing and the Diploma of Mult1med1a (Design). 

Opening night for the Visual Arts and Ceramics students was a 
great success and well attended by family, friends and industry 
representatives. The work attracted many favourable comments 
from those present. Over the duration of the exhibition, retailers 
and galleries approached several Ceramics students with an 
interest in their work. 

In attendance on opening night were representatives from Craft 
Victoria. Three students, Jill Anderson, Irena Glac & Rosanna 
Caldwell had their work selected for the annual "Fresh" awards. 
The work will be on display at the Craft Victoria Gallery in 
Flinders Lane until late January. This will provide the students 
and Holmesglen with valuable exposure in one of the most 
prest1g1ous Craft exhibition spaces in Victoria. Craft Victoria was 
particularly impressed by the standard of work produced by all 
of the students and congratulated the Institute and its staff on 
its high standards. 

As part of the exhibition, a section of the gallery space was set 
aside for the display of work produced by Ceramics and Visual 
Arts students as part of the BUSEd program, a joint project 
between the City of Glen E1ra and Holmesglen. This project 
centres on the re-development of the shopping precinct of 
Murrumbeena. Students from Holmesglen were invited to 
submit designs for large mosaic tiles to be placed in the 
footpaths of Murrumbeena Road. The Mayor of the City of Glen 
E1ra presented prizes to the finalists of the design competition 
and to the winner, Lynette Rose, a first year ceramics student. 
The theme for the tiles was based on the Boyd family and their 
history in the Murrumbeena area. 

The opening night for the students in the Graphic Art & Design 
program was equally well attended. The president of the 
Australian Graphic Design Association's Victorian Council, Greg 
Branson officially opened the exhibition and presented prizes to 
the students. He commented on the standard of work 
represented. This year Holmesglen's Graphic Art & Design 
program has been supported by a range of industry sponsors. 
Next year's awards will be presented by the Australian Graphic 
Design Association and the Design Institute of Australia. 

Students presented works on paper, including posters, annual 
reports, brochures pamphlets and illustrations. Packaging, books 
and promotional displays formed the basis for a variety of three 
d1mens1onal work on display. Students produced business cards 
and other promotional material as a means of marketing 
themselves to industry. 

Overall the exhibition was a great success for the students 
exhibiting and Holmesglen. 

Written by Jenny Horwil!, Program Coordinator Ceramics and 
Graphic Arts, Centre for Design, Arts & Science 

Visual Arts students work on display 

Ceramic students work on display 

(left to right) Stephanie Darga, Shelea Neighbour, Alan Hawkins 

and Lisa Feleppa. 



Anthony Tesselaar International Gardens Open 
On Friday 28 November the Anthony 
Tesselaar International Gardens at Waverley 
Campus were officially opened. These 
gardens are located at the main entrance of 
Building 1 and provide a focal point for the 
campus. 

The gardens were designed by Quentin Kirley, 
Holmesglen Diploma of Horticulture 
graduate, as part of a competition run by 
Holmesglen and Tesselaars. Over 40 
applicants submitted designs for the project 
and Quentin's was chosen for originality and 
simplicity. 

The project has been two years in 
construction and received assistance from 
students, teachers and ground staff at the 
Waverley Campus and particularly from the 
Horticulture department plus some specialist 
construction being undertaken by sponsor 
Brian Rankin and staff. 

A number of nursery industry organisations 
were involved in supplying Holmesglen with 
materials, soil, pavers and plants. These 
included C&M Pavers, Debco, Fleming's 
Nurseries, PGA and Brian Rankin. 

One hundred cubic metres of specialist soil, 
50 square metres of paving, 50 lineal metres 
of retaining wall and hundreds of plants, 
were generously donated by these 
companies. 

As a result of the success of this project 
Tesselaars have shown an interest in being 
involved in future projects with Waverley 
Campus once new building works are 
completed. 

Anthony Tesselaar International Gardens at the Waverley Campus 

Left to Right: Shaw Finlay (Holmesglen Institute of TAFE}, Robert Chin (Nursery & Garden Industry of 
Victoria), Hamish Mitchell (Anthony Tesselaar}, Brian Rankin, Quentin Kirley (Anthony Tesselaar 
International Garden Designer). 

Holmesglen Team in Relay for Life 
Melbourne's famous "four seasons in one 
day" saying tested the perseverance of 
participants in this year's Relay for Life, a 
team event held at Murrumbeena, to raise 
money for the Anti-Cancer Council. 

Forty-six team members (Holmesglen staff, 
family and friends) walked and ran in 1-2 
hour shifts over a 24-hour period from noon 
Saturday to noon Sunday the weekend of 25 
& 26 October 2003. 

The strength of the Holmesglen team was 
shown by nine walkers clocking up laps at 
11 am on the Sunday morning (despite 
having lost an hours sleep through daylight 
saving). The team joined in the remembrance 
ceremony and lit candle tributes in vale to 

much loved Holmesglen staff, Bob Cuthbert, 
Peter Harbour, Jim Seal and Kent Smith. 

Tucked underneath gazebos to keep dry 
from the torrential rain they shared a 
sociable BBQ on Saturday night with the 
Malvern Harriers and the Chadstone/East 
Malvern Rotary teams. 

The Holmesglen team raised in excess of 
$2,300 and the combined teams raised close 
to $30,000 for a very worthy cause. 

Thank you to all who supported the event 
both actively and through sponsorship. A 
special thank you to our director Bruce 
Mackenzie for his generous support. 

Departments represented: 

• Business Services (Chadstone) 

• Fitness Centre (Chadstone) 

CLP, Language Centre (Chadstone & 
Moorabbin) 

Metal Finishing (Moorabbin) 

Human and Community Services 
(Moorabbin) 

Short Courses (Chadstone) 

Written by Margaret Joss, 
Business Services Centre 



Holmesglen Students win Gold for IT in the 
World Skills Competition 
Holmesglen Diploma of Information Technology (Software 
Development) students, Phill Savage and Charith Mendis, have 
won gold at the World Skills Competition, Regional Competition 
and now go to compete in the nationals. 

WorldSkills (formerly known as the "Skill Olympics") has come to 
symbolise the pinnacle of excellence in vocational training. Every 
two years hundreds of young skilled people, accompanied by 
their teachers and trainers, gather together from around the 
world to compete before the public in the skills of their various 
trades and test themselves against demanding international 
standards. They represent the best of their peers drawn from 
regional and national skill competitions held currently in 37 
countries. 

Phill entered into the category Business Services which involved 
creating a software system for a small business and included 
producing a database, payroll and invoicing system as just part of 
the components. Charith entered the IT programming category, 
which involved a skills test. 

Charith and Phill will go up to Brisbane in May 2004 to compete 
in the National World Skills Competition, which if successful will 
lead onto the International competition in Finland in 2005. 

Charith and Phill are in their last semester at Holmesglen and 
hope to articulate into the Bachelor of IT at Charles Sturt 
Univeristy, who Holmesglen have alliances with. 

"I came to study at Holmesglen as I believed that I would get the 
real skills that I need to work in the industry from Holmesglen. I 
like the fact that you are not competing with 300 other students 
for the one teacher" C harith Mend is said. 

"The Diploma covered pretty much everything I need to start out 
in the real world," said Ph ill Savage. "The teachers are great. 
Overall, I think it's a great course and I hope Charles Sturt will be 
just as good". 

Holmesglen IT Students (left to right) Phill Savage and Charith Mendis 

Holmesglen IT Students Take-On Industry Projects 
Diploma of Information Technology 
graduates from Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, 
Moorabbin Campus presented their final 
industry-based projects on 2 December 
2003. Unlike many undergraduate students, 
the Holmesglen IT students have the 
opportunity to work on real projects for local 
businesses as part of their studies. 

The IT students worked closely with industry 
clients over several months. The students 
specialised in three areas: Networking, 
Multimedia and Software Development. 

One team of students, who named their 
project group "Brainbox Solutions", has 
worked for Penhalluriack's, a major hardware 
and building supply company based in 
Caulfield. This project was co-ordinated 
through the City of Glen Eira's BusEd 
program. This program aims to match 
businesses with educational institutions for a 
favourable outcome for both parties. 

The Brainbox Solutions group consists of 
three students, Don Tibbits, 

Andrew Tobin and Capri Singh. The 
students worked in conjuction with 
Penhalluriack's Managing Director, Frank 
Penhalluriack, to develop a specific project 
brief. 

The students' primary objective was to 
design and implement a new information 
system integrating EFTPOS (electronic funds 
transfer at point-of-sale), stock management 
and ordering systems, to improve customer 
satisfaction and increase productivity. 

The new information system would be used 
by Penhalluriack's sales staff - so a first step 
for the students was interviewing staff about 
their current IT system and usage 
requirements. The students were then able 
to design a new system to meet the client's 
needs. 

The students recently presented a report on 
the Penhalluriack's project at the City of Glen 
Eira's Town Hall, to a crowd of over 200 local 
businesspeople. The response to the 
students' presentation was overwhelmingly 

positive, with many attendees expressing 
interest in being involved in similar 
Holmesglen IT projects in 2004. 

The real-life experience gained during this 
project has helped the group to develop 
more effective teamwork and helped to 
promote project and time management 
skills. Many other local companies were 
involved in the Holmesglen student projects, 
also offering challenging networking and 
software development projects. 



Austya's Final Board Meeting 
Austya, one of Holmesglen's Young 
Achievement Australia (YAA) groups, had 
their final board meeting on Friday 21 
November held in the Boardroom of Building 
8, Chadstone Campus. 

Aleisha Leister, Managing Director - Austya, 
chaired the meeting. She introduced the 
people that made up Austya and ran 
through the processes and products Austya 
had implemented during 2003. The main 
products Austya sold during 2003 were 
bouquets of flowers and Holmesglen coffee 
mugs. 

Aleisha mentioned the achievements Austya 
had accomplished during the year that 
included a prestigious award from YAA 
Foundation awards night, Excellence in 
Marketing & Selling. Important skills all of 
them had learnt through the program were 
highlighted, such as; money handling, record 
keeping, general business knowledge and 
interpersonal skills. 

Aleisha than handed over one by one to her 
staff who each explained their role with 
Austya and what they achieved through the 
program. 

Finally, Susan Sayers from the YAA 
Foundation spoke and said "this is the best 
board presentation I've been too this year". 
She congratulated the Austya group and 
presented them with certificates which also 
included their advisors Darcy Lyons and Liz 
Jansz. Susan thanked Holmesglen for their 
continued support of the YAA program. 

Group Members of Austya (YAA Group) 



Holmesglen Institute of TAFE Council Meeting 
8/2003 Held on Wednesday, 19 November 2003 at 6.30pm 
Board Room, Building 8, Chadstone Campus 

BUSINESS ARISING: 

HIT - OTTE PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT 2004 

The Director reported that the Institute has received a 
revised Performance Agreement from OTTE and that the 
Agreement would not be sustainable without an increase 
in student fees. He said that in relation to the program 
effort, the Institute would be required to deliver over six 
million student contact hours in 2004. 

Members resolved that the Council, through the Director, 
sign the 2004 Performance Agreement. 

DIRECTOWS REPORT: 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 2004 

The Director advised that each year in accordance with the 
Constitution, the Council is required to elect a President 
and Vice President. Messrs John Sharkey and David 
Murden have agreed to stand for re-election and as there 
were no other nominations, and by a show of hands, Mr 
John Sharkey and Mr David Murden were declared re
elected President and Vice President of Council respectively. 

CO-OPTION OF COUNCIL MEMBER - MS LOUISE HILL 

The Director advised that Council has three vacancies and 
Ms Louise Hill has expressed an interest to join the Council. 
The Executive of Council has recommended that Ms Hill be 
co-opted as a member until August 2004. 

Council resolved that Ms Louise Hill be co-opted as a 
Council member until August 2004. 

BUILDSMART AWARDS - 4 DECEMBER 2003 

The Director reported that the Institute as part of its 
Performance Agreement, has been undertaking project 
work in Sustainable Housing and a Graduate Certificate, as 
well as a project for practitioners and students, has been 
developed. Students from various TAFE Institutes have 
competed in the Sustainable Housing Design Competition 
and winners will be announced at an Awards Ceremony on 
4 December at the Holmesglen Conference Centre. 

The Director went on to say that this has been a very 
successful project spearheaded by Holmesglen Training and 
Development, and Burbank Homes have agreed to support 
the project. Council members were invited to attend the 
Awards Ceremony on 4 December 2003. 

"MELTING POT" - HOLMESGLEN WRITERS' PRESS 

The Director reported that the publication "Melting Pot" is 
an excellent compilation of short stories by Professional 
Writing students at Holmesglen, and this is the 
department's twenty second publication. 

TEACHERS' ENTERPISE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 

The Director reported that the Teachers' Enterprise 
Bargaining Agreement was expected to be reached on 8 
December, 2003. He said that it had been an effective 
enterprise bargaining process in terms of teachers getting 
new salary structures and revised terms and conditions. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

HIT INTERNATIONAL CENTRE REPORT - NOVEMBER 
2003 

Mr David Endean, Director, International Centre, presented 
his Centre's report to the Council. 

He reported that international students are a significant 
component of Holmesglen's business and this business is 
continuing to grow each year. He gave an overview of the 
national dimensions of international education and spoke 
on the enrolment trends internationally and in Australia. 
Mr Endean also compared international enrolment trends 
both onshore and offshore at Holmesglen in 2002 and 
2003. Concerns regarding a lack of government support 
and understanding for the international education industry 
were also raised and discussed at the meeting. 

The Director, International Centre concluded his 
presentation by outlining the many issues, risks and 
challenges that the Institute would need to address in order 
to maintain its edge and growth in international education 
in the TAFE system. 
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Deadline for next issue: 4 Feburary 2004. Send articles to Tom Hazell: tomh@holmesglen.vic.edu.au Extensi HOln~1r1~111~11~1~m1~Hf NS 

Wine Tastings at the Chadstone 
Campus 
Students from the Certificate IV in Hospitality (Supervision) -
Sommelier held a wine tasting evening at Chadstone in October. 

The wine tasting is an evaluation event for students from the 
course, covering units such as 'Conduct a product tasting', 
'Eva luate wines' and 'Promote wine tourism information'. 

Students are required to 

research a se lected wine region 

visit that region 

contact winemakers from the region 

source wines with the help of the wine makers 

present the wines at a public tasting 

assist members of the public 

Thanks to the support from the Chadstone campus. Similar events 
w ill be repeated at Chadstone next year. 

Chadstone staff at the wine tasting 

11 1742951 

Enrol in a Short Course in 2004 and 
Holmesglen staff save 20% ! 
All Holmesglen staff are entitled to a 20% discount on courses 
valued over $125.00 offered by the Community and Industry Short 
Course department. 

The department offers over 500 courses each term ranging from 
Home & Garden, Business, Languages, Hobbies and Construction. 

Take the plunge and enrol in a short course! 

To enrol contact 9564 1546/1590 or visit 
www.shortcourses.holmesglen .vic .edu.au 

Open Day at the Chadstone Campus 

Wednesday 21 January 2pm - 6.30pm, 
Holmesglen Conference Centre 
Open Day will take place again in January 2004. The day will 
showcase all courses and departments from each campus. The day 
will comprise of: 

Seminars 

• Workshops 

Free BBQ 

Course Information 

Marketing would be gratefu l to hear from any staff volunteers that 
may be happy to help in the afternoon . 

If any staff have ideas for Open Day or would like to include an 
activity please feel free to ca ll the Chadstone Marketing Unit. 

A program wil l be posted on the website prior to January and 
available from the Marketing offices at each campus. Enquiries: Tom 
Hazell, ext. 1680. 

* The Marketing Unit would like to wish all Staff a happy festive 
season and a prosperous New Year. 




