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Holmesglen student Wins 1998 
NAWIC Construction Industry 

Award of Excellence 
Holmesglen student Narelle Francie has won 

this year's prestigious Award of Excellence 

conferred annually by the National Association 

of Women in Construction (NAWIC). 

Narelle, who has just completed her prescribed 

study course, will receive her trade certificate 

when she finishes her apprenticeship at the end 

of 1999. 

Recognising Narelle's potential, her teacher Mr. 

Peter Griffin recommended her for the award. 

Competing against seven other skilled trade 

people, she was especially delighted to win the 

Award of Excellence in her chosen trade as a 

Painter and Decorator. 

The submitted sample panels of her work 

showed the carefully crafted lines and textures 

of simulated marble and wood grain. 

NAWIC was established in Australia in 1995 to 

promote and invigorate the construction 

industry by encouraging women to enter the 
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trades, while promoting and supporting them so 

that they can advance and make their mark in 

industry. 

Narelle works, as does her brother, for her 

father in his business, Specialised Coatings. 

She said with pride:'Ours is a real family 

business!' 
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Bianca Lapins 
Contender for the 1998 

Business Person of the Year Award 
Bianca Lapins is the Managing Director of UTOPYA, 

the Young Achievement Australia Business Skills 

company sponsored by Holmesglen Institute during 

1998. 

The company devised a Wet and Dry Bag, and 

successfully marketed their product at the Victorian 

Trade Fair held at Eastland Shopping Centre on 29 

August 1998. It has also been sold to many students 

and their friends and relatives. The Wet and Dry Bag is 

made of the finest quality waterproof material and can 

be used to carry things as diverse as wet swim wear, 

baby clothes and accessories, or even a lap top 

computer! 

Bianca is a practical young woman of initiative and 

infectious enthusiasm, with a wide range of experience 

and interests. Her 'itchy feet' have taken her to many 

places since completing her HSC in 1991. These have 

included: 

- a year in Indonesia learning to speak Bahasa; 

- six months in Borneo marvelling at orang-utans; 

- a working holiday for a year in Canada; 

- discovering the peace and serenity of Buddhism in 

Thailand; 

- eating her way across Malaysia; 

- financing her way around Singapore; 

- becoming aware of how expensive things are in the UK. 

After pursuing several academic directions from 

cartography to nursing, Bianca turned down a job as a 

Tour Guide in Vietnam in favour of her decision to 

take the Diploma ofTourism course at Holmesglen 

Institute of TAFE. She began the diploma in February 

1998 and is enjoying this course which has reaffirmed 

her goal to work in the tourism industry. 

Bianca's determination to take advantage of every 

opportunity afforded by Holmesglen, initiated her 

involvement in the Young Achievement Australia 

Business Skills program. It is no surprise that she 

gained the position of Managing Director of the 

company. Sixty-seven companies were formed in 

Victoria in 1998 under the auspices of this scheme. 
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Bianca is one of seven Victorian students who were 

chosen as finalists in the YAA Business Person of the 

Year Award. 

The selection of the Victorian representative took 

place on 29 October. Holmesglen Institute extended 

its sponsorship of UTOPYA to include Bianca's 

business attire and grooming for her presentation. 

She spoke about how the Business Skills program has 

benefited her. 

Bianca said, "The Young Achievement Australia 

Business Skills Program has been the highlight of my 

year and I am confident that my experiences and the 

skills I have learned will remain with me throughout 

my future career ... I would recommend this exciting 

and innovative program to any student ... regardless 

of their chosen employment field." 

The winner will be announced at Government House 

on 23 November and will represent Victoria in the 

national competition in Sydney on 30 November 

1998. Holmesglen is proud to have Bianca 

representing the Institute as one of the Victorian 

finalists for this award, and wishes her well for the 

future. 

A. 
Bianca Lapins, a remarkable Young Achiever 



Holmesglen helps fulfil a 
''rev-head's'' dream 

Holmesglen Institute ofTAFE, one of only three 

institutes in Australia to offer Stonemasonry, was 

recently given the green flag to carve a 

foundation stone for the new Calder Park 

Chapel. 

The subject of several articles in the Melbourne 

press, the old church was bought by Bob Jane 

and moved from Northcote to the Thunderdome 

last February. It was reconstructed using 

donations of labour and materials - as well as old 

car-parts. 

Said to be the world's first church at a motor 

racetrack, the chapel is a "rev-head's" dream 

come true and has a strong mechanical theme, in 

keeping with its new site. 

It was all in a day's work for Shane Farrell, the 

Holmesglen student who carved the chapel's 

foundation stone. Supervised by teacher Jim 

Petrie, Shane used a computer-set stencil to 

sandblast the inscription on a polished slab of 

Imperial black granite. 

Arthur Bartlett, the Thunderdome chaplain, 

wrote that" ... the service provided by the 

Stonemasonry Department was beyond 

expectation. The Foundation Stone will be 

admired by many visitors and the motor racing 

fraternity, so we value very much the 

contribution provided by your organisation:' 

Special thanks goes to signwriter Bruce Walker, 

who gilded the foundation stone, did the signage 

and took the photographs. 

Well done Shane, Bruce and Jim. You may take 

your places on the victory podium! 

..... 
Calder Park Chapel on the oflidal opening and dedication day 

..... 
Holmesglen's foundation stone in its new home 
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Central Australia in 1998 
The 1998 trip to Central Australia was an 

unqualified success; 40 students and four leaders 

took part in the September trek. At a cost of 

just $450 per person, which included transport, 

accommodation and food, the trip was very 

reasonably priced, considering that it worked out 

at just over $40 a day, for the I I day trip. The 

accommodation was under canvas which proved 

to be the best way to visit this part of the 

country. 

All the main attractions of the area were visited, 

including Uluru,Alice Springs and the Olgas.The 

four leaders on this trip were, Troy Phelps 

(Fitness Centre), Robert Mott (Glass & Glazing), 

Connie Giannicos (CLP) and Chloe Rub~o 

(Student Services), who co-ordinated the trip. 

Chloe said, "One thing that stood out was the 

friendships that were formed. I know that the 

people on it will remember this trip for a 

lifetime.You just want everyone to have this 

experience:' A trip to Ross River was included 

on the itinerary, where participants went camel 

riding and had whip cracking lessons. 

Students on the trip came from many different 

courses including English for Occupational 

Purposes (EOP), Childcare,Tourism, Horticulture 

and Natural Resource Management as well as a 

diverse range of cultural backgrounds. Alysia 

Mattingley from Natural Resource Management 

.... 
Holmesglen students 

& leaders at 
Simpsons Gap 
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echoed the sentiments of many of her fellow 

travellers when she said, "I've had a ball; this trip 

has been amazing and very worthwhile. We saw 

spectacular views and the people were friendly 

and lots of fun. We rocked the rock:' 

EOP student Thieu Anh Lam's comment reflected 

the enthusiasm of many of the overseas students, 

'A very special trip for me in Australia - red, red, 

sand and hot, hot, sun. Great fun and wonderful 

people!' 

.A 
Leaders, L to R, Chloe Rubbo, Troy Phelps, Connie 
Giannicos and Robert Mott at the O/gas. 

.A 
Holmesglen students at Ross River 



Chadstone Campus Building Project 
The Information Commons project is well under way and on schedule to be completed before the September term break 

in 1999. The new building will incorporate a revamped library which will focus on computer technology and provide the 

latest in communication services. The aim is that students will be able to access the new facilities of the Information 

Commons during Term 4, 1999. 

Works on the project to date include: 

• bulk excavation (required for a basement carpark 

for staff); 

• diversion of services such as sewerage, gas, water; 

• relocation of the boom-gate in the roadway 

between Buildings I and 2; 

• construction of a temporary road alongside the 

railway fence to allow deliveries to the Building 7 

cafeteria; 

• construction of temporary footpaths for students 

to reduce traffic congestion adjacent to the 

building site. 
.A 

The 'big hole in the ground' is fast developing into the new Information Commons building. 

Most recently, the pad footings have been completed and pouring of the concrete slab for the basement carpark has 

commenced. 

As well as construction of the new building (Building 8), there are also other major works underway. These include an 
. upgrading of the cafeteria (December 1998 to January 1999) and will involve modifications to the kitchen and Alan Baird, 

Project Manager, is asking for understanding and patience while building works are taking place. He says that whilst there will 
be some inconvenience, the end result of an exciting new learning facility as well as a better equipped and roomier cafeteria 
will be well worth any temporary inconvenience. 

Conference Centre -
Impromtu Building Project 

While extensive planning took place for the 

Building 8 project, there could hardly be planning 

for the disaster which occurred in the 

Conference Centre on 29 October 1998. Staff 

arrived to find the Dining Room and Foyer 

completely flooded on that fateful day!! 

However, Holmesglen staff from Property 

Services and the Conference Centre rose to the 

challenge of cleaning the area and getting the 

centre operational as quickly as possible. 

A special note of thanks must go to all staff who 

made an enormous contribution to the task -

they certainly went above and beyond the call of 
duty! The dining room floor, which had to be 

completely removed, has now been replaced and 
clients continue to be catered for in alternative 
areas of the Conference Centre or Building 7. It 

.A 

The "Salvage Team" - staff from the Conference Centre and Property Services 
Department 

is a tribute to Conference Centre staff, that not 
one of their functions had to be cancelled 
because of the flood. 
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Training and Development Services 
Holmesglen's Training and Development Services 

has a remarkably diverse brief from Holmesglen's 

Council. It is a self-funded department in the 

Institute and is involved in a variety of exciting 

and challenging projects.These projects range 

from the provision of professional development 

for Institute staff, writing learning resources, 

developing and delivering training programs to 

industry.TDS has a significant history of 

managing large and small training projects. 

As the year comes to an end a number of 

industry projects are also reaching their 

conclusion.These industry projects are 

partnerships between companies who are 

seeking training support for the implementation 

of particular human resource strategies. 

One TDS staff member, Peter Robertson, is 

busily crossing the t's and dotting the i's of a 

project which brought together local company 

Unidrive, and Holmesglen to provide over 

20,000 hours of training at its Clayton 

manufacturing plant. 

Unidrive is part of the large international BTR 

group of companies. Unidrive manufactures drive 

shafts for motor vehicles and supplies large 

motor vehicle manufacturers in Australia and the 

USA. 

Like many manufacturing companies throughout 

Australia, Unidrive has adopted a "work teams" 

model to organise the way in which work is 

undertaken.These teams comprise a group of 

workers who share responsibilities for 

organising their own working environment and 

meeting their production schedules.To support 

the company's strategic objectives as it 

undergoes substantial change, TDS managed the 

delivery of modules from Holmesglen's 

Certificate in Teamwork to the entire 334 

operating staff at Unidrive. 
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TDS employed five teachers from within the 

Institute and two external consultants to 

provide high quality training to Unidrive. 

As the project ends, Peter must ensure the 

integrity of the assessment process and 

complete a detailed report of the successes and 

problems of the training for The Office of 

Training and Further Education. 

TDS is continually searching for opportunities 

to create effective partnerships with industry, 

other educational institutions and government 

agencies to further Holmesglen's sphere of 

influence.TDS is a dynamic and entrepreneurial 

example of Holmesglen's aim of providing 

educational services outside the traditional 

fields of a TAFE Institute. 

.A. 
Peter Robertson 



Holmesglen Goes To The South Pole 
Eric Philips, an instructor in the Advanced Certificate of Physical Recreation at Holmesglen, with two fellow adventurers, 

Peter Hillary and Jon Muir, will undertake a re-creation of the historic 191 1-12 return trek to the South Pole by "Scott 

of the Antarctic". 

Called "Ice Trek", the journey of 2804 kilometres will be one of the longest unsupported polar treks of any kind. This 

means that the team will not even be able to accept as much as a cup of tea when they eventually arrive at the American 

Scott-Amundsen Base at the South Pole, as this will be seen as "support". 

Instead, during the trek to the Pole, the team will use the same methods as in the original journey, laying depots of food 

and fuel at intervals along the way, ready for collection on the way back. 

The trek will last for I 00 days during the Antarctic summer, when the temperatures can still plummet to 50° Celsius 

below. Starting out from the Scott Base on the Southern Ocean, the team will begin the trek by crossing the notorious 

Ross Ice Shelf, known to Antarctic pioneers as "The Barrier".Ascending the Shackleton Glacier, Philips, Hillary and Muir 

will then complete the remaining 488 kilometres 

across the Antarctic Plateau to reach the Pole on 

or around Christmas Day. 

To help the team complete the journey both there 

and back, use of Quadrifoils will be employed. 

These are steerable kites between three and seven 

metres in size, and will greatly lessen the time 

usually needed for such a trek. 

A 
Eric Philips pictured with Pat Seddon and David Duggan 
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Holmesglen Pronwtes IT 
Skills At Interact 

Holmesglen lnstitute's Information Technology and Multimedia (IT&M) Department was on show at the third 

lnteractAsia Pacific Multimedia Festival,Australia's largest computer and multimedia exhibition. Held in conjunction 

with the PC IT Show at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre from 28 to 31 October, Interact provided a forum for 

over 200 exhibitors to showcase the latest in IT technology. 

The primary aim of Holmesglen's participation in Interact was to promote the capabilities of staff and students 

within the IT&M Department.According to Department Head Brian Dawson, Interact offered an exciting forum to 

expose the Holmesglen name with a view to getting contacts and jobs within industry. 

Although this was the second year that Holmesglen participated in the multimedia event, it was the first occasion 

that the IT&M Department organised the exhibit. For Holmesglen staff on hand to look after the exhibit, the goal 

was not to attract students but to initiate corporate contacts which could lead to jobs for current students, 

essential for providing invaluable hands-on experience. 

Those within the IT&M Department also hoped to make contacts with companies which might use the Institute as 

an IT training provider. When Holmesglen Computer Department staff are unavailable to conduct training, the 

Department is able to utilise its contacts to put organisations in contact with qualified trainers. 

Interact was an excellent venue for making it known that the Holmesglen Computer Department can provide 

industry training and services. Students within the department have already demonstrated that they are confident 

and competent in providing solutions to IT problems within industry.To date, completed jobs include the creation 

of a membership system for the Safety Institute of Australia, web pages for Werribee Packaging and the Mt Baw 

Baw Chamber of Commerce, and an award winning accommodation and events booking system for the Rotary 

International District 980 I Conference. 
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.... 
Ian Barry discussing 
Holmesglen's IT 
offerings 



Holmesglen Helps Give 
The Gift Of Play 

Roger Mason and Bob McNamara, instructors of the Carpentry and Joinery course at Holmesglen Institute, along with 

pre-apprentices and students from the Pathways program, undertook an intensive building project over the five day 

period leading up to the Melbourne Cup weekend. 

The Holmesglen students, with the help of three thousand community volunteers, participated in the development 

stages of the Community Adventure Playground at the Chadstone High School site. This is the fifth playground to be 

built by the Phoenix Park group in the Melbourne vicinity. Others have been established in Springvale, Sandringham, 

Sorrento and Albert Park. 

The Phoenix Park project enabled the students to have the opportunity to work on a full scale site under professional 

conditions.The students helped in the construction of the park under the supervision of expert tradespeople. Over the 

five days, they were involved in the building of frames, walkways and boxes for the maze. This was a chance for the 

Holmesglen students to develop their skills in the general carpentry area. 

Holmesglen is proud of its contribution to community projects such as Phoenix Park, which was opened on 

I November 1998 by the Mayor of Stonnington, Chris Gahn. 

..,.. The completed playground includes a maze, 
tunnels, bridges and a lot more. 

OCTOBER I 9 9 8 • 9 



Students Volunteer For 
Queensland Project 

Holmesglen and Rotary have again joined forces, 

this time in Rotary's Port Stewart Project, on 

the Cape York Peninsula, Queensland. 

The project is a first in Australia, known as the 

Outstation Program. It was created to help 

resettle the Lama Lama people on their 

ancestral lands. Rotary has embarked on 

resettlement programs for indigenous peoples 

internationally, but never in Australia. 

The Lama Lama people had nearly completed 

the first stage of their new village, the 

community building, but they required specialist 

help to finish the joinery, windows and doors. 

Rotary approached Holmesglen to supply two 

volunteers from the carpentry section to assist 

the Lama Lama people in this task. With the 

remoteness of Port Stewart (ten hours drive 

from Cairns) and its Aboriginal culture, Rotary 

promised this to be an experience of a lifetime. 

Brett Renshaw and David Cosson, both 2nd year 

students, volunteered their services for two 

weeks and left for their outback adventure on 

26 October, armed with tools, sunscreen, 

mosquito repellent and fishing lines. 
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Crocodiles and snakes are common in the area 

so students were warned to swim or bushwalk 

only with the guidance of a tribal elder. 

David and Brett camped with the Lama Lama 

and ate a traditional diet of wild pig, freshly 

caught fish and local fruit and vegetables. 

The students' working holiday promised not only 

to benefit the Lama Lama people but also give 

them practical experience in carpentry and 

perhaps more importantly, an insight into the 

culture of indigenous Australia. 



Practical Editing With Anne 
This edition of Holmesglen News is the third 

major project of the Editing 2 class for 1998. The 

second year Editing class emphasises the 

importance of real life editing tasks to put into 

practice the skills students learned in the first 

year of Editing. 

The first job was editing, designing and laying out 

on computer the Johnson Society's annual 

publication of speeches.This was a demanding 

task done over several weeks with the complete 

layout of the material designed and executed by 

the students. 

The two booklets were a sell-out, and the 

Editing students received high praise from the 

members of the Johnson Society, which was 

praise indeed as many are University Lecturers 

in English and so were highly critical clients. 

Editing a novel from the Advanced Novel Writing 

class was another interesting project. The Editing 

Students treated the project as if they were 

editing for publication. The students had to line 

edit a chapter from the book, read the novel to 

write a blurb and contact the writer to produce 

a short bio. 

In working on the Holmesglen News, students 

hunted far and wide to follow up news stories, 

organised photographs and interviewed often 

elusive staff members.At this very busy time of 

year for both staff and students, arranging 

interviews presented a real challenge. The 

students want to thank Avril Reagon for giving 

them the opportunity to produce the newsletter, 

and Caroline Hogan for taking photographs at 

very short notice. 

The students contributing were: Bernadette 

Clohesy, Lila Czarnecki, Philippa Drake, Meredith 

Egarr, Cathy Farelly, Estelle Longford, Martje Nel, 

Gret Racine, Rebecca Tolan, Siobhan Bowler, 

Barbara Grant, Linda Halim, Kim Fuhrmann and 

Anne Gooding. 

... 
Bernadette Clohesy, Ula Czarnecki, Philippa Drake, Meredith Egarr, Cathy 
Farelly, Martje Ne/, Gret Racine, Rebecca Tolan, Siobhan Bowler, Barbara 
Grant, Unda Halim, Kim Fuhrmann and Anne Gooding. 

... 
Estelle Longford 
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Stage Write '98 
For eight years now, the Professional Writing 

students and graduates of Holmesglen Institute 

ofTAFE have been showcasing their play writing 

with help from professional actors and directors. 

The project has certainly come far from its 

humble beginnings. 

'Between the Lines' was originally started in 

1991 by 'performance' teachers and writers, 

keen to help playwriting students a produce their 

work. In 1994, the project shifted to the 

Gasworks Theatre in Albert Park. The program 

had been expanded to provide hands on work 

for Holmesglen Theatre Technology students. 

Again presented at the Gasworks Theatre, this 

year's season of six one act plays, aptly named 

'Stage Write', is proving to be a success. Bictor 

Bizotto's sympathetic direction helps bring to life 

'When Fire Kisses Water', Benizi Santamaria's 

Malaysian fairy tale about the turmoil of 'His ham', 

a young man forced to choose between staying 

in his village, and forsaking his future, or leaving 

and abandoning his past. 

Short, sharp and poignant, in 'Salt & Vinegar' the 

audience's laughter became a thoughtful silence 

as Tim Scott's piece forced a reassessment of our 

attitudes towards violence. The direction of 

Susan Pilbeam adds an extra shine to Therese 

Milton's wickedly funny 'Jack in the Box'. 

Against a backdrop of revue songs mimed by 

David Hockman (dressed in extravagant drag) 

jack and Celia's lives are turned upside down as 

they are forced to reassess their commitment to 

each other on their wedding day. 

The second week promises to be just as exciting. 

Steve Wheat, who also directed 'Salt & Vinegar' 

heads the evening with his play 'Discombobulate'. 

Directed by Ryan Letch, this is a tale where real 

life and art walk a fine line, where an apple for 

the teacher may be deadly, maybe not. In his 

fourth season directing for Holmesglen, Nik 
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Wilmott brings to life Margaret McKenzie's play 

'When the Bough Breaks'. Confrontation and 

reconciliation between adopted daughter, 

mother and mum is the theme in this vignette of 

imagings. 

Finally, Nick Willmott shines again as the writer 

of 'Approximately 2pm.August 31st 1997', a black 

comedy about death, sex and the people's 

princess. The talented Rachel Forgasz directs. 

esglen Institute of TAFE presents 

STAGE 

WRITIF 
9a 

6 plays, 2 weeks, I explosion 
orks Theatre 

27 Graham St Albert Park 
4th-15thNovember Wed-Sat 8pm Sun 5pm 

$15/$10···· BOOKINGS 9699 3253 

A 
Stage Write '98 - an outstanding promotional poster was 
designed 



Reorganisation Of Centre Arts 
Science And Technology 

From January 1999 the Centre of 

Communications and Applied Science will be 

officially known as the Arts Science and 

Technology Centre. This Centre as well as 

others in the Institute is undergoing a complete 

restructure. 

The new centre will be divided into three 

departments with these being reorganised to 

rationalise resources. They will be the 

Departments of Arts and Communications, 

Applied Sciences, and Information Technology & 

Multimedia. 

Three courses from the present 

Communications and Training Department 

(Public Relations, Human Resources Operations, 

Workplace Training) are transferring to the 

· Business Services Centre. The Diploma of 

Social Sciences Oustice) will go to Waverley 

while the Occupational Preparatory Course, 

the Certificate IV in Quality Management and 

Assurance, and VCE will shift to the renamed 

Arts and Communications Department. 

The Arts and Communications Department 

incorporates what was the Media and 

Professional Writing Department. As well as 

the addition of the courses from 

Communications and Training, it will include six 

ceramic courses shifting from Applied Sciences. 

This move will mean that these courses come 

under a more appropriate Arts title. 

The third department will be the new 

Information Technology & Multimedia 

Department. This will comprise the multimedia 

courses formerly under Media and Professional 

Writing plus four courses in Information 

Technology and Desktop Publishing transferring 

from Business and Computing. This move will 

lighten the load on the new Business Services 

Centre as well as bring these computing courses 

into the same centre as the Diploma of 

Technology (Computing). 

This restructuring will allow a more even 

distribution of courses over Centres and a 

simpler, more workable allocation of resources 

within departments. 

Caption: Head of the reorganised Arts Science and Technology 
Centre, Bruce Prescott and Brian Dawson, Head of the Department 
of Information Technology & Multimedia, look forward to a happy 
marriage between Arts and Technology in 1999. 
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Students Hold Ripe Exhibition 
Saturday 7 November saw the official opening of 
the 1998 graduate exhibition for Holmesglen's 
second year Diploma of Arts - Ceramics 
students. This event marks the culmination of 

two years full time study and gives students the 
opportunity to exhibit the best of their work. 
The exhibition took place at Northcote Pottery 
in Thornbury - the site of a historic pottery and 

gallery space which incorporates a walk through 
kiln. The students displayed a variety of ware 
including wheel formed and hand formed pieces, 

functional and non-functional ware. 

The Ceramics Department secured the 
sponsorship of three of their suppliers; Walkers, 
Clayworks and Ceramic Solutions, each of whom 
donated $100 in prizes for the student winners. 
The department is fortunate to have formed 
good working relationships with companies who 
see the value in nuturing and encouraging young 
artists and potters. 

The major award for work exhibited went to 
Tanya Mawson for her hand built mermaid forms 
and her wheel formed teapots. Kwok ma 
received a highly commended award for his 
wheel formed work and an encouragement 
award went to Dot Peterson. Dot has been a 
part time student at Holmesglen for the past 7 
years, completing a variety of ceramics courses 
in that time. 

The exhibition was officially opened by 
Rosemary Owen. Rosemary has been teaching 
in the Ceramics Department for a number of 
years and retires this month. She is a ceramic 
artist and potter in her own right and will hold 
an exhibition of her own, titled Naked Clay at 
the Metro Craft Centre from 24 November. She 
has been an invaluable member of staff and 
provided great inspiration to our students. 
The students, with the help of the ceramics staff, 
set up the display and organised the catering for 
the afternoon. They came up with ideas for 
invitations and posters advertising the exhibition 
in their design classes and then arranged for 
these to be printed. The title of the exhibition 
was "Ripe". As a group, the students set up a 
web site to showcase their works. A profile of 

each student was prepared including images of 
their work and their contact details. The 
website can be found attached to Holmesglen's 
home page in the "What's New" section. The 
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page has been an invaluable tool for friends and 
relatives of the students unable to visit the 
exhibition and as a promotional tool for the 
Institute and the Ceramics Department. 

The exhibition was a great success and has 
received positive feedback from the wider 

ceramics community. The staff wishes to 
congratulate their students on the successful 
completion of their studies and for organising a 

memorable exhibition. 

... 
Some of the students piaured at the gallery 

.A 
Our Award Winners, Dot Peterson, Kwok Ma and Tanya 
Mawson with Rosemary Owen 

.A 
Visitors inspea the ware in the kiln display area 
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~ -

Council of 
Hobnesglen 
Institute of~ 

TAFE 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

7/98HELDON 
~ WEDNESDAY 

21OCTOBER1998 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT: 

FOUNDATION FOR HOMELESS 

YOUTH PROJECTS 

The Director reported that the Premier, Mr 

Kennett attended the opening of a house in 

Ashwood built by Holmesglen apprentices. The 

project was partly funded by the State Office of 

Housing, the Rotary Club of Waverley and the 

Foundation for Homeless Youth (FHY). The 

Premier went out of his way to speak to the 

apprentices who were also present at the 

ceremony. 

On the I st October 1998, two new housing 

projects (one in Waverley, the other in 

Dandenong), to be built by Holmesglen 

apprentices in 1999 were launched by the 

Minister for Housing, Ms Ann Henderson, MP. A 

third new housing project, again involving 

Holmesglen apprentices was in the pipeline for 

building in 1999. This was a project between the 

Noble Park Rotary, Government and the FHY. 

DRAFT PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT 

1999 

The Director reported that the Institute has 

received a draft performance agreement for 

1999. He said that funding for recurrent 

operations for 1999 have been reduced, making 

it difficult for the Institute to maintain a 1998 

level of enrolment. He said that internal budget 

discussions with Centres and Departments were 

currently in progress. 

PLANNING DAY - INFORMATION 

COMMONS 

A planning day to identify strategies to facilitate 

and support alternative learning I delivery 

programs in the Information Commons was 

scheduled for 28-29 October. 

MERGER OF ATI AND VICAD 

The Director advised that Council at its 

November meeting would decide if it agrees to 

the merger of ATI and VICAD to form a single 

organisation called the Victorian TAFE 

Association (VTA) and to formally join the new 

association. 

FIXED TERM CONTRACT OF 

EMPLOYMENT FOR NEW PACCT 

STAFF 

As approximately 96% of all PACCT staff have 

signed the lnstitute's AWA which replaces the 

PACCT Award, Council agreed that all new 

PACCT staff should be employed only under the 

provisions of the lnstitute's AWA. 

STUDENT UNION REPORTTO 

COUNCIL 

The Student Union President, Mr Jeffrey Zaher 

presented an updated report informing the 

Council of the Union's progress in achieving 

their objectives, as well as, to brief members on 

the activities and facilities the Student Union has 

provided for students over the past three 

months. 

YOUNG ACHIEVEMENT AUSTRALIA 

(YAA) 

The Director reported that the 1998 Young 

AchievementAustralia initiative has had a very 

good year. Ms Bianca Lapins, the Director of the 

YAA Company- UTOPYA has been nominated 

for this year's YAA Award. The results of the 

nomination would be announced at a function to 

be held at Government House on 23 November 

1998. 
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News in BRIEF .._ ____ _ 

New Student 
Management System 

- On Schedule, On-line 

Data migration from SAMS to the new student 

management system, QL-Student, is on schedule 

and entry of student enrolments is due to begin 

on 8 December. Staff training is also proceeding 

smoothly and is expected to continue into next 

year as the system is developed. 

Holmesglen is one of twelve ofVictoria's 

nineteen TAFE Institutes to implement QL-S, a 

$I 0.3 million State Government OTFE-MIS 

project. 

QL-S was specifically customised to meet the 

needs of the Victorian TAFE Institutes. It is 

Windows-based and allows maintenance of the 

curriculum resources, enrolments and student 

records. The system permits operational reports 

and statistics to be generated when and where 

they are required. Its data warehouse also 

provides staff and students access to previously 

unavailable information, including the availability 

of timetables and results on-line.These are due 

to be incorporated into the Holmesglen Internet 

site in 1999. 
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Christmas In The 
Carpentry Barn 

The Social Club would like to remind staff the 

1998 Children's Christmas Party is being held 

from I I .30am to 3.30pm on Sunday, 6 December 

in the Building 3 Carpentry Barn. 

And don't forget the Social Club's End-of-Year 

Sausage Sizzle on Friday, 20 November in the 

Building 5, Level 3 Workshop. Food, drinks, 

entertainment and raffles start at Spm. 

Cafeteria, Closure 

The cafeteria in Building 7 will close from 27 

November 1998 and will reopen on 20 January 

1999. The closure is part of a two-phased 

renovation and refurbishment plan. The second 

part of the project will take place at the end of 

1999, once Building 8 is completed. 

Staff should use the cafeterias in Buildings 2 and 

5 during this period, although a smaller menu will 

be offered due to the reduced kitchen facilities. 

Corporate catering will continue to be offered 

and will operate from the Conference Centre 

kitchen. 
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