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Holmesglen graduate Luke Alderton has been named as one of 
the finalists in the Victorian Training Awards in the category of 
Vocational Student of the Year. Luke, who also won Outstanding 
Diploma Student at the 2015 Awards Festival, studied the 
Diploma of Radio and Television.

The Victorian Training Awards, now in their 61st year, promote 
and reward outstanding achievement and innovation in vocational 
education and training. They acknowledge the strong partnerships 
between training providers and Victorian businesses which are 
vital to providing a strong skills base for Victoria.

Luke was selected as a finalist because of his passion and 
commitment not only for his studies but also for his career in 
the media. He gave up his life on the Gold Coast to move to 
Melbourne, to study at Holmesglen. Luke received HD’s for 
every single one of his subjects, was honoured with the Dean’s 
Award for being the highest achieving student in the course, was 
chosen to interview ABC presenter Beverley O’Connor and had the 
opportunity to make the valedictory speech at his graduation.

From almost his first day his teachers, 3RRR presenter Brian 
Wise and AFI winner Kathleen O’Brien, noticed his desire for 
the industry. He was quickly rewarded with a volunteer position 

with 3RRR which allowed him to expand his radio knowledge. 
With the encouragement of Kathleen, he also applied for an 
intern position with the ABC. This is one of the most coveted 
roles, usually only given to journalism students. However, 
Luke’s outstanding resume and high recommendations from his 
teachers, meant he was awarded the role with ABC Mildura, a 
first for a Holmesglen student.

Luke believes much of his success stems from the Holmesglen 
course and the teachers. 

“I was learning from teachers with real world experience that 
provided real mentorship, guidance and valuable opportunities – 
that’s the biggest thing I got from the course - that I was learning 
from the best people.”

He is now working as a Commercial Inventory Clerk for Seven 
West Media. This position requires Luke to build commercial 
schedules for the whole day’s broadcast for ESPN on behalf of 
Foxtel. Having come from a low-socio economic back ground in a 
rural area, Luke had never dreamt that he would end up working 
at one of Australia’s largest media companies. 

Congratulations to Luke on this wonderful achievement. Winners 
will be announced at the Crown Palladium on Friday 26 September.
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It was a pleasure to host Premier Daniel Andrews to the campus to announce the Back to Work funding 
for TAFEs. The Premier took time to talk to apprentice carpentry and plumbing students and Institute 
staff. The Minister for Training and Skills, the Hon. Steve Herbert, accompanied the Premier and took the 
opportunity to announce the Back to Work funding for the joint project led by Holmesglen Institute with 
Chisholm Institute. These events are good opportunities to showcase our students, staff and facilities.

I am pleased that our Diploma award recipient Luke Alderton is a finalist in the Victorian Vocational 
Student award category. Staff and Board members will be on hand at the awards dinner to cheer on 
Luke. We wish him all the best.

We have appointed architects to commence planning for the new Educational Hub at the Moorabbin 
campus. We are hoping to establish an exciting visual entry to the campus.

I have been appointed as the Victorian representative to the TAFE Directors Australia Board for a three 
year period. This provides a good opportunity to network with other TAFE representatives and influence 
policy makers at a national level.

The Victorian Government has released its response to the Quality Review of VET in Victoria and it 
will focus more on the entry of RTOs into the Victorian funding model. The Review is timely and the 
government expects to see some positive change in 2016.

The Funding Review draft paper will be released at the end of July.

I am hopeful that semester two is successful with additional enrolments at the Institute.

Mary Faraone
Chief Executive

Message from the 
Chief Executive
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JUNE STATS

Banking Students  
Recognised by Industry
In June, our Certificate IV and Diploma of Banking students were lucky enough to have the opportunity to have a 
presentation from a banking branch manager. For many students this is the career they are hoping to get into.

Nicole Davidson, branch manager, Bank of Melbourne (Ashburton) volunteered her time to visit Holmesglen to 
present Achievement Awards, as well as speak to the students about her experiences. 

The Achievement Awards recognise excellence in students studies and commitment to the industry. This year 
Paul Adams, Diploma of Banking and Mary Nguyen, Certificate IV Banking were the recipients.

After the awards were handed out, Nicole stayed around to chat to students about her everyday experiences 
as a bank manager and provided the students with industry insights and career advice. 

“These frank discussions of everyday banking life, provide students with industry experience which is never 
forthcoming via text books alone,” said Uthaya Kumaran, Course Coordinator.

Submitted by Jasmine Beschorner

0 1588

1,588 registrations

657 attendees (46%)

267 applications from attendees (40%)
(95 at the event) + (172 after the event) 

Plus 229 applications from people who registered  
but did not attend the event. Total applications 496

Thanks to everybody for your 
ongoing support of Open Day



Furnishing Students Win 
Minister for Higher Education 
and Skills Student Award
Twelve of Holmesglen’s furnishing students have been given 
the opportunity to create two pieces of furniture, from pieces of 
timber sourced from a felled tree at Government House Victoria. 

Earlier this year the Higher Education Skills Group (HESG) 
approached the Victorian Furnishing Industry Training Advisory 
Committee (FurnITAC) to manage a student-based award 
on behalf of the Minister for Higher Education and Skills. 
The purpose of the Minister’s Student Award is to highlight 
the Victorian timber supply chain and promote to the wider 
community, the important role that the forestry and furnishing 
industries play in ensuring Victoria has a diverse range of 
sustainable timber related career pathways.

Holmesglen had two teams of six - the Movers and the Shakers- 
that submitted entries for the Award. Both teams were lucky 
enough to be selected to create pieces of furniture out of the 
wood, which will be displayed at Government House Victoria.

The criterion of the design was to create a furniture based product 
that is moveable, functional and that ideally could be used in the 
house, workplace etc. 

The ‘Movers’ liked the idea of their design being kept as close to 
the fallen tree as possible. So they designed a communal seating, 
which will incorporate a charging station for personal devices. 

The ‘Shakers’ concept is to create an adjustable interactive 
light fixture/free standing lamp. It will display an array of light 
textures and be able to expand and contract to adjust the 
amount of light displayed.

Both groups are currently working on their pieces so that they 
will be ready for the Award presentation and design showcase in 
August. Congratulations to all the students and teachers involved 
in this project. 

The designs as imagined by our furnishing students
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Holmesglen 
Furnishing 
Students 
Recognised at 
the Furnitex 
Connect Expo

From July 9-12 the Furnitex Connect Expo will be held 
at the Royal Exhibition Building in Carlton. This expo 
showcases the latest trends, technologies and designers 
from the furniture and furnishing industry.

One of the highlights of this event is the Australian 
Contemporary Emerging Designer Awards. These awards 
recognise emerging designers, students and apprentices.

This year Holmesglen is lucky enough to have three 
students as finalists.

The students work will be displayed at the Furnitex 
Connect Expo. The winners will be offered exhibition 
space at the AFA’s International Pavilions as part of an 
Australian Trade Mission to Tent London.

Good luck to all three finalists.

Nakashima Sliding 
Door Cabinet (right) 
by Micheal Ooi, 
Certificate III in 
Cabinet Making.

Two designs entered into the competition,  
The Dock (Laureano) and City Square  
by Freddy Mata, Certificate III in Cabinet Making.

Sputnik Stool (left) by Rob Bennett, 
Certificate IV in Furniture Design 
and Technology.
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Submitted by 
Rozanne Lawton, Manager RLC

What’s Happening 
at RLC Eildon? 
June was a quiet month for internal student and corporate groups 
at Eildon, with only one carpentry group visiting. This meant we 
were able to do some maintenance including painting in a few 
of the standard rooms, main conference area and reception 
lounge. We have also had the dirt roadway regraded, so except a 
smoother drive up!

We hosted a few external functions including; a mystery luncheon 
for 80 Eildon Boat Club members; the Alexandra Secondary 
school formal dinner for 65, and a large wedding, which saw all 
our accommodation booked out.

In addition we hosted an external conference for The Victorian 
Game Management Authority. We have also had a number of 
enquiries for weddings at the venue following our recent inclusion 
in the Local Wedding Guide.

Corey Dewhurst and Kellie Wolle were in Melbourne recently 
visiting the other campuses. They met with coordinating teachers 
in faculties that have yet to use our fantastic facility. They also 
brought along some yummy treats from the Eildon kitchen!

To continue growing our business we attended the Goulburn River 
Valley Tourism Heart of Victoria event and we will be hosting a 
New Business familiarisation here from August 8 – 9.

Spring Seasonal Weekend
Friday 25 - Sunday 27 September 2015

Spring Degustation Dinner
Saturday 26 September 2015
6.30-11pm
$80 per adult - six courses
Reservations essential 03 5774 2631

We are planning our Spring Seasonal Event 
which will see a full weekend of Epicurean 
delights at Holmesglen at Eildon. This will 
include a Spring Degustation Dinner on  
Saturday 26 September. Keep an eye on the 
website for more details. 

Accommodation options are available if you 
would like to stay the night and enjoy our 
tranquil surrounds. 

Please visit holmesglen.edu.au/eildon 
for more information.

Upcoming Events
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On 25 June the Premier of Victoria, Daniel Andrews, Minister  
for Training and Skills, Steve Herbert, Member for Bentleigh,  
Nick Staikos and Member for Oakleigh, Steve Dimopoulos visited 
Holmesglen’s Chadstone campus. They announced that  
$1.4 million from the TAFE Back to Work Fund would be provided 
to Holmesglen to facilitate upskilling 300 unemployed young 
people for jobs in the south-east. 

The funding will support a new program that both Holmesglen 
and Chisholm Institutes will be delivering, in partnership with the 
Brotherhood of St Laurence; to assist unemployed young people 
gain vocational qualifications.

“We’re supporting new training courses to give unemployed 
Victorians the skills they need for the job they want”, said Premier 
Daniel Andrews.

The parliamentary guests were greeted by Holmesglen Chief 
Executive, Mary Faraone and Board Chair, Peter Lewinsky. 

The group took the time to walk through a busy carpentry 
workshop, stopping to chat to students about their work and 
future goals.

Premier Andrews also spoke about measures to assist 
apprentices financially throughout their apprenticeship, including 
half price car registration from January 1 2016.

The TAFE Back to Work funding will help Holmesglen provide 
quality training, whilst continuing to work in partnership with 
industry to create jobs for young people.

Holmesglen also received funding for three other projects, 
including new training pathways for building surveying, 
transitioning displaced electrical workers to telecommunications 
jobs and transitioning displaced electrical workers to New  
Energy jobs.

Premier Andrews 
Announces Additional 
Funding for TAFE  
Back to Work Fund

Premier Daniel Andrews and Member for Oakleigh Steve Dimopoulos, 
with some of Holmesglen’s apprentices




