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Minister Launches New
Facilities at Waverley

The Hon. Andrew Robb AO MP, Minister for
Vocational and Further Education, officially
opened the $9.96 million federally funded
educational and student recreation facilities
at Waverley Campus on Thursday 11
October. The launch included Building 2,
Building 10 and the Student Cafeteria.

The Minister addressed a gathering of
Institute and industry guests and, together
with CEO Bruce Mackenzie, unveiled a
plaque and officially declared the facilities
open.

In his address Minister Robb congratulated
all involved in the project and commented
that the high quality facilities will be a
valuable asset to a significant South-Eastern
region of Melbourne.

He went on to say “There is a need to create
space for technical and vocational education.
Parents feel they have failed if their children
don’t go to university but vocational and
trade qualifications are just as important”.

“We are paying the price as a community for
talking up university education so much in

recent years. In Australia, 20% of the
workforce needs to have a university
qualification and 60% a high quality
technical qualification, the latter figure is
currently at 30%”.

“We need the balance of a strong university
arm and a strong technical arm”.

“Holmesglen is not only a leading TAFE
Institute in Australia; it is a world leader and
an outstanding organisation”.

The Minister toured the facilities with John
Sharkey, Council President and Bruce
Mackenzie where he had the opportunity to
speak to students and see some of the
practical training facilities in use.

Several student groups were involved in the
launch with Event Management students
welcoming guests and the Minister on the
day, Floristry students created beautiful floral
arrangements for the occasion and Cookery
& Hospitality students supplied refreshments
and food & beverage service.

Council President John Sharkey, Minister Andrew Robb and
CEO Bruce Mackenzie following the plaque unveiling
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Hearty Help from Business Students

Business Administration students with Lisa Preusker, Kathy Whelan (CMAA), Peter Lee (CMAA), Roz Davey [front]

Culinary Champions
Cookery Apprentices from the Moorabbin campus
competed at the VIC TAFE 2007 State Final in late
September. In a culinary showdown, the aspiring chefs
battled with the best culinary students from other TAFE
Institutes from around Victoria.

Holmesglen students demonstrated great success across the
board. The VETiS team won Silver and Bronze. Level 1
Apprentices won Silver and Bronze, Level 2 Apprentices won
Gold and Silver and the Level 3 Apprentices won Gold and

Bronze. Students were judged on practical and technical
skill, taste and presentation of each dish. 

Rounding off a day of excellent results – the Best Overall
Cookery Student of the competition (including VETiS,
Apprentices and Commercial Cookery) was awarded to
Sutinee Suntivatana, one of Holmesglen’s international
cookery students. Competing against the best Level 3
Apprentices throughout the state - Sutinee has won a five-
day trip to Fiji, plus spending money. 

The bright flashing hearts have aroused much curiosity, and
the attractive badge pins are eye catching.  However, the
cause is more significant.  The hearts symbolise awareness
of the Cardiomyopathy Association of Australia Ltd (CMAA).  

CMAA provides support for persons who suffer from
cardiomyopathy, which is a disease of the heart muscle.
Symptoms include shortness of breath, fatigue and
palpitations.  While cardiomyopathy cannot be completely
reversed, it can be managed or controlled by treatments
including medication, pacemakers and defibrillators.  

Business Administration students at the Chadstone Campus
have taken a hands-on approach to studying the unit
“Administer Project”.  Together with their teachers Lisa
Preusker and Roz Davey, they have nominated to raise funds
for the CMAA by selling the flashing heart badges.  More
importantly, they endeavour to inform the public on the
disease.  

You may wish to support the cause by buying a flashing
heart for $5.00 from Business Services Centre at Chadstone
Campus. Phone 9564 1603.  

For more information on cardiomyopathy, visit
www.cmaa.org.au

Written by Pauline Chew, Teaching Centre Manager –
Administration & Management Studies, Business Services
Centre

L-R: Lisa Preusker, Kathy Whelan, Peter Lee, and Roz Davey..
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On Wednesday 19 September, Anna Long hosted an intimate
gathering at Hemisphere to explore the inspiration behind a few
of the recent acquisitions to the Corporate Art Project. Alick
Tipoti and Billy Missi are both artists from the Torres Strait
Islands, specialising in lino print works. 

Wadth, Zigin ar Kusikus an impressive print by Alick Tipoti, tells
the legend of Dthuwal and his sons. Beginning the night before
their initiation, it is a cautionary tale exploring the actions and
outcomes of the choices made by rebellious Kusikus, musical
Zigin and Wadth, the champion hunter.

Thugawau Sugu - Octopus at dawn during low tide, Akul -
Mangrove Mud Cockle, and Kukiau Bihail - Squids of the
Northwesterly Winds, are a selection of hand-coloured lino
prints by Billy Missi that focus on the importance of gathering
food in islander communities.

For the Indigenous Torres Strait Islander Art online gallery and
artists network, go to www.itsia.com.

Art at Holmesglen
- Alick Tipoti and
Billy Missi

Billy M
issi’s K

ukiau Bihail - Squids of the N
orthw

esterly W
inds

Visual Arts Graduates Showcase Artwork
Graduates of the Diploma of Arts (Visual Arts) program will be exhibiting works at
the Moorabbin campus gallery ARC 21 from 22 October to 15 November. 

The exhibition titled I mark this day with a White Stone, inspired by a quote from
the English author Lewis Carroll, features a diverse collection of works by a number
of upcoming young artists. Philippa Crisp and Rosemary Duncan, both of whom
displayed their prints at the recent Lines & Wine exhibition at Wine Justice in
Sandringham, will feature prominently in this graduate event.

Students undertaking the diploma course are exposed to a variety of mediums in
the field of visual arts - learning life drawing and art business practice, before
choosing electives in painting techniques, printmaking, sculpture or photography.

The exhibition will be officially opened by David Benson, TCM for Design,
Multimedia and Art on Thursday 25 October at 6.30pm. The diverse range of
media on display, including paintings and works on paper, are available for sale.

The exhibition is open to the public from Opening Night, with staff and students
invited to attend and celebrate the student’s achievements. 

Rosemary Duncan 'Forest of Knowledge I',
oil on canvas



p 4

Holmesglen Institute of TAFE Monthly Newsletter

Seven students recently became the first graduates of the
Bachelor of Applied Science (Built Environment). Gerald
Adams, Daniel Cullen, Giuseppe Fonti, Robert Simpson,
Jeane Steele, Ryan Van Den Hove and Sam Wood completed
the course in August 2007.

HIT News recently caught up with some of the graduates to
get their thoughts on the degree program and to find out
what they are doing now.

Name: Rob Simpson Age: 57

What did you like about the course?
The Problem Based Learning approach. At first it was
confronting, but once engaged in it, I found the experience
both challenging and tremendously rewarding.

How has the course helped you to start/further your
career?
As a building consultant, often engaged for expert witness
reports for building industry bodies, I have to rely on my
ability to present and support an argument in a constructive
and comprehensive report.  My reports have become far
more professional since completing the course, which has
helped me to gain additional work through word of mouth
in the industry.

Where are you working now and what is your role?  
I am a building consultant, specialising in quality control of
new domestic building.  I am also a director of Contract
Check Pty Ltd, which provides owners who are about to
enter into a contract with a builder, a quality management
program to ensure the project they are building is compliant
with current legislation and building codes and standards.  I
also provide building defect reports for the major Builders
Warranty insurers, where I inspect and report on alleged
building defects and provide expert witness reports.

Name: Giuseppe Fonti Age: 22 

Why did you choose this course at Holmesglen?
I completed a Diploma of Building here in 2005, and having
always had aspirations to reach or enter the Construction
Industry at a management level, I was extremely interested in
obtaining a degree qualification. After comparing the
Holmesglen degree with others, I was confident it could
advance my career and fulfil one of my goals in life.

What did you like about the course?
The diverse group of students with different levels of
experience. With the class ranging from a 22 year old right
up to the more mature students in their 50s, I got a practical
understanding of how our industry works and also exposed

me to individuals that had a wealth of experience in the
construction industry.

What are your outstanding moments or favourite
projects that came from the course?
The 36 storey Milano Apartment site visit in the city, which
was absolutely fantastic. We were allowed to walk through
the site from level 36 right down to the basement car park,
and ask the Project Manager questions about various aspects
of the development. 

Where are you working now and what is your role? 
I work as a Contract Administrator/Junior Project Manager
with a construction company called Centrepoint Projects Pty
Ltd. I am dealing with projects ranging from $1m-$7m. My
daily roles involve organising tender documents for
quotation, and dealing with architects, building surveyors,
various contractors, and real estate agents.

Name: Daniel Cullen Age: 35

Why did you choose this course at Holmesglen?
A colleague highly recommended the course, so I looked into
it and decided it was appropriate for my needs to gain
registration as a building surveyor.

What did you like about the course?
It’s practical and relates to real life situations. I also liked the
interactive nature and team based approach.

Where are you working now and what is your role?
I am Director of my own company, Creative Living Designs,
which concentrates mainly on residential building design and
construction.

What are your future career and/or study goals?
To become a registered building surveyor and to carry out
the issuing of building permits and the mandatory building
inspections.

First Building Degree Graduates

(L-R) Gerald Adams, Giuseppe Fonti, Daniel Cullen, Ryan Van Den Hove &
Robert Simpson
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HIT TV on fire in brand new season
HIT TV Hosts Leon Sjogren and Jesse Smith

The Certificate III in Floristry students recently created a beautiful bridal
display in the foyer window of the Horticulture Building at Waverley. The
project aimed to teach students to promote weddings in a shopfront and
learn how to create table centres plus wedding reception and church
arrangements.

The display included a garland framing the window and draped over an
archway, table centre, large pedestal and reception arrangements. The
display was created using Oriental Lillys, Eriostemen and Ivy.

Bridal Floral Display

The fourth season of Holmesglen’s student produced
program HIT TV began on Saturday October 6 with a hot
new look.

Airing on Melbourne’s community television station Channel
31, the new, energetic season is full of variety, including
sketches, documentaries, and handy hints for the youth
aimed demographic. 

The weekly half-hour episodes of the fourth season air on
Saturdays at 1.30pm, with repeats the following Tuesday at
4pm.  

All nine episodes are produced by three groups of
Holmesglen’s Diploma of Broadcasting students, who aim to
broaden the appeal of the show and add a professional
touch.

The new season unveils a striking new set of colourful
flames, which was designed and constructed by Holmesglen
students at its Chadstone campus.

The stunning new rainbow fire inspired studio back drop was
created by Diploma of Broadcasting students Alexander
Hammond and Jeremy Laing. The intricate wooden cut-outs

were made with help from Holmesglen’s Carpentry
Department.

“We workshopped a few ideas with classmates, and in the
end went with a giant cut-out set inspired by a work by
legendary graphic artist Saul Bass,” said Alexander.

With the help of their new myspace page
(www.myspace.com/HIT_TV), the team aim to beat HIT TV’s
audience peak of 16,000 viewers achieved last year.  The
page will give the viewing public the opportunity to provide
feedback and suggestions for the show. HIT TV’s myspace
“friends” will be given exclusive access to behind-the-scenes
bulletins, and special links to the show’s documentary and sit
com featurettes, as well as cast and crew member profiles.

Holmesglen’s Video Lecturer Kathleen O’Brien said the aim of
producing the show is to give students as much experience
as possible in a true industry setting.

“It’s not easy making half an hour of TV to a tight deadline,
but the students can’t wait to show everyone what they can
do.  They absolutely love the opportunity to have their work
shown to a wide audience”
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VET in Schools Showcase Dinners
The VET in Schools Hospitality students
showcased their talents to parents and
teachers recently with dinners at
Moorabbin and Waverley.

On Wednesday 12 September students
from the Food & Beverage Service and
Culinary streams of the Certificate II in
Hospitality at Moorabbin cooked and
served a delightful five course meal for
over 150 guests in the Centera Room.

Petrina Longsworth spoke about her
research into Generation Y – their
motivations, language and expectations. 
In particular, she focused on the need for
change in the Hospitality industry to retain
otherwise good employees who were not
afraid to move on if they were not
satisfied with their work environment.
Petrina entertained the guests and
students with her hilarious insights into
the ‘What’s Hot’ and ‘What’s Not’ for the
Y Generation.

A number of awards and recognitions
were announced on the evening to
students who had recently achieved
success or were short listed to compete at
upcoming culinary events.

On Wednesday 19 September Food &
Beverage VET students at Waverley
hosted a dinner for 80 guests in the
Student Cafeteria.

Guests were treated to a ‘behind the
scenes’ look at the students in action in
Zest Restaurant with a slide presentation
of some photos taken during the year and
past VET students addressed the crowd
speaking about the benefit completing the
VET program had been to their careers.

Horticultural Therapy Networking Day
The Horticulture department hosted the Horticulture Therapy
Association of Victoria (HTAV) Network Day at Waverley
Campus on Friday 21 September.

The HTAV promotes the therapeutic and recreational benefits
of horticulture and facilitates communication between its
members and interested community groups by providing
networking opportunities throughout the year.

Attendees at the network day were primarily from the
community services sector, working in aged care, so the
event offered a link not only to Holmesglen’s Horticulture
programs but also to those in Community Services.

The network day offered attendees an opportunity to learn
the benefits of horticultural therapy. Other sessions provided
ideas for attendees to take back and implement in their
workplaces.

The day’s theme was Therapeutic Landscape Design and 
Paul de la Motte, a Holmesglen Horticulture teacher, and
President of the HTAV, presented an in depth look at
designing a Horticultural Therapy Garden. A hands-on
workshop on plant propagation was also presented by Peter

Brown from the Horticulture Department. Other
demonstrations were conducted on horticultural related
indoor activities such as flower pressing, garden art etc.

The theory sessions were held in the Boardroom in Building 2
and the practical workshop in the Potting Shed at Waverley
Campus.

A great day was had by all and many participants
commented on the fantastic venue, the catering and the
outstanding floral arrangements donated by the Floristry
department.

HTAV presentation

VET in Schools Hospitality Culinary stream students
preparing dessert.

A Waverley VET student serving his
school teacher
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Vocational College Student Wins Award
Ben Howden, a senior VCAL student, was nominated for an
Australian Vocational Student Prize. The Hon. Kay Patterson
presented the award at the Chadstone campus on Tuesday 9
October. The award ceremony was attended by CEO Bruce
Mackenzie, Vocational College Principal Andrew Adamson,
Chef Instructor Helen De Campo and Program Manager Jan
Lambert as well as Ben’s extended family.

Ben is completing the Certificate II in Hospitality (Operations)
at the Vocational College.  In reflecting on his experiences,
Ben said, “Studying VCAL Hospitality at the Vocational
College has given me confidence and training skills to give
me a head start and most importantly, knowledge, of the
hospitality industry. I now have the will, desire and the
confidence to consider a career in hospitality.”

Andrew Adamson nominated Ben for the award and says,
“Ben has displayed strong leadership skills and managed
Holmesglen’s Retail Bakery outlet. He also played an
important role in establishing the Vocational College’s
Breakfast club – taking on roles in Cookery and Front of
House in the Cilantro training restaurant.”   

The Australian Vocational Student Prize recognises Year 12
students who demonstrate exceptional skill, commitment

and achievement while undertaking an Australian School-
based Apprenticeship or a Vocational Education and Training
(VET) in Schools programme. Each Australian Vocational
Student Prize winner receives a prize of $2,000 and a
certificate. In 2007, the Australian Government has awarded
442 winners across Australia.

Ben Howden, pictured with The Hon. Kay Paterson and Andrew Adamson,
Principal

Housekeeping Employee of the Year
The success stories from the Housekeeping course continue to emerge. Daniel
Lay completed the Certificate II in Hospitality (Operations) Housekeeping with
Holmesglen in 2002. On completion he secured employment at the Novotel
Glen Waverley immediately.

Over the past five years he has worked hard and his contribution has been
recognised by being awarded Employee of the Year 2006.

Daniel works full-time in a customer service role with the hotel’s
Housekeeping department. He was nominated for the award by a guest for
his personable nature and level of service.

He attributes his employment to the practical skills he learnt whilst studying at
Holmesglen.

Since the hotel opened this is the first time this prestigious title has been
awarded to a member of the Housekeeping staff.

Daniel won a cash prize of $1500 and trip to Queensland which he plans to
take next month.

Daniel Lay
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Holmesglen Fitness Update
To improve customer service and in response to member
demand, Holmesglen Fitness Centre is changing trading
hours from 1 November, now open until 9.00pm Monday
to Thursday.

Holmesglen Fitness offers both pre-paid and salary deduction
membership. Drop in anytime to have a chat to an instructor
about your membership options or call 9209 5816.

Cupcakes Galore!
The Bakery team at the Moorabbin campus hosted two TAFE
Taster sessions on Wednesday 26 September. A number of
students - and some teachers - from local schools, came to
the new bakery and learned how to make the fluffiest of
cupcake batters and decorate them with a variety of icing
finishes.

The groups had lots of fun and each took home a box of
decorated cupcakes.

Students and staff from Our Lady of the Scared Heart College with Erica
Mendez and Heather Buchanan

The Breakfast Club 
The Breakfast Club reopens at Cilantro Restaurant
Moorabbin from Tuesday 16 October, and operates Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 7.30am - 8.30am for the remainder of
term.

Come in and enjoy a delectable pancake stack with fresh
seasonal fruit and maple syrup or a big brekky fry up, with
delicious juices and coffee. The Vocational College hospitality
students and staff look forward to seeing you there!

Frontier Fitness 
Personal Training
Fitness Centre staff member Miguel Morales offers personal
training packages at subsidised rates to all Holmesglen staff.
Train with a group and save even more!

Training rates are from $25.00 per hour for one-to-one
sessions.

Please contact Miguel directly on 0433 284 662 or
miguelmorales@optusnet.com.au  for information.


