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Arts Achievements @ Holmesglen
Holmesglen Staff Scooping Arts Awards

Tony Woolrich, a teacher of Design &
Multimedia at Holmesglen’s Moorabbin
Campus, received 1st place in the 3D
category for his sculpture “Malvern Star”, at
the Artz Blitz competition held at Kingston
Arts Centre Gallery (KACG) in March 2007.
KACG is the City of Kingston's major visual
arts space and promotes exhibitions of local
relevance and artistic excellence and
innovation. The exhibitions are diverse and
thought provoking, showcasing the work of
both professional and emerging artists in all
mediums.

Sharon Billinge won a competition to be
part of Art Melbourne, which showcases
affordable art, exhibiting at the Royal
Exhibition Building in Carlton from Thursday
19 April to Sunday 22 April. Her piece “Trans
1” is pictured below. She is also preparing for
an exhibition at Jackman Gallery in St Kilda,
opening 2 May. The Jackman Gallery is a
contemporary art gallery, representing a select
group of established and emerging Australian
painters, sculptors and photographers.

Bridget Hillebrand won the 2D Award and
prize money for her mixed media work at the
Williamstown Festival Tattersall's
Contemporary Art Prize at the Substation Arts
Centre in Newport, which was opened by
Terry Bracks on 15 March. The judging panel
comprised of Lesley Alway, Director – Heide
Museum of Modern Art; Jane Devery,
Assistant Curator – NGV Exhibitions &
Contemporary Art; and Simon Perry – a
leading public artist and lecturer in sculpture
at RMIT.

Recognised nationally for showcasing
innovation and excellence in the visual arts,
Williamstown Festival's 2007 Tattersall's
Contemporary Art Prize annually attracts
hundreds of high quality entries from across
Australia.

Bridget also won the prize for Best Print in the
Exchange Partners in Print Media Portfolios,
for “Bloodline,” pictured, judged by the
General Manager, Print Council of Australia
and the Director of the Australian Print
Workshop in February 2007.

Tony Woolrich’s award winning
“Malvern Star”

Bridget Hillebrand's work “Bloodline” in woodcut, linocut, pigment and
stitching, winner of Best Print for the Exchange Partners in Print Media
Portfolio

Sharon Billinge's mixed media work “Trans 1”,
on display at Art Melbourne
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International Students Week was
organised by the Recreation Unit from
26-28 March, with events held at each
Holmesglen campus.  At Chadstone,
students were captivated by Capoeira,
Brazilian martial arts dancers and
percussionists who performed amazing
routines and acrobatic feats, followed by
an interactive workshop for the students
to try.  

A group of Traditional Maori Women
entertained the students and staff at
Moorabbin; they sang and danced, and
showed some more adventurous
students how to perform their
traditional dance.  

Arabella – a troupe of belly dancers
accompanied by a drummer, were a
definite hit at Waverley.  A bellydancing
workshop was offered at the end of the
group’s performance which many

students had a great deal of fun
participating in.  

A selection of free international cuisine
(including lasagne, spring rolls, sushi and
samosas) was on offer for lunch at the
Moorabbin Campus.  The three days
were very enjoyable and provided the
students with a great opportunity to
experience different cultures.

Written by Rebecca Wood - Recreation
Officer, Student Services

International Students Week 2007

Chadstone Campus Welcomes Trajal
If you meet a Japanese student at the Moorabbin or Chadstone campus, he
or she is likely to be a Trajal student.  Trajal is a name that is well known in
the Holmesglen Language Centre at Moorabbin campus.  It is an
organisation that has jointly run programs with the HLC for the past six
years. These range from four week study tours to ten month programs.

This April, Trajal is sending more students to Holmesglen, which sees the
program expanding to the Chadstone Campus. This is an exciting
development for the team at the Holmesglen Language Centre.

Trajal represents a group of hospitality, hotel and tourism colleges in Japan.
These colleges are located all over Japan; in Sapporo, Tokyo, Chiba, Osaka
and Fukuoka.  Students from these schools have the opportunity to study
abroad according to their needs.  For the shorter programs (study tours),
groups come from one school and are either offered a special program at
Holmesglen or are integrated into a number of the English classes.  For the
10 month program, students come from all the Trajal schools to study
English in the Holmesglen Language Centre and to gain work experience in
Australia.

Students on the 2007 ten month program arrived on 2 April and will be
here until early 2008.  This year, 79 students across two campuses will be
starting English classes in Term 2.  Although these students will be
integrated into the main student body, a number of activities will be run by
Trajal students in conjunction with Student Services throughout the year.
Look out for Trajal activities such as “Tanabata”, “Obon” and “Japan Day”
at both the Chadstone and Moorabbin campuses.  

Through these activities as well as participating in clubs, language exchange
and Student Services trips, these Japanese students will share their culture
with Holmesglen.  Meanwhile, by being integrated into our education
system and staying with host families, they will also learn about Australian
culture.

For more information about Trajal contact Susan Cavanagh at Moorabbin
campus on 9209 5664; or Ai Lin Goh at Chadstone campus on 9564 1936.  

The Holmesglen Language Centre hope that all Holmesglen staff will help
make the Trajal students feel welcome.  This is a great opportunity for both
parties to learn each culture and to make friendships and ties that will last a
lifetime.

Written by Ai Lin Goh – Trajal Coordinator, Chadstone Campus

Bruce Mackenzie welcomes Ryoko Yoshiura

Heads of HLC and Trajal: Julia Lee, Stephen Parratt, Audrey
Don, David Endean, Ryoko Yoshiura, George Mimigiannis

HLC and Trajal staff: Susan Cavanagh, Yoko Quinn, Audrey
Don, Ryoko Yoshiura, George Mimigiannis, Ai Lin Goh,
Mariko Yoshikawa
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Students Byte Through IT 
Interactive Careers Expo

Almost 300 Year 10 and 11
students participated in Byte
Through IT, an interactive careers
expo run in conjunction with
Holmesglen’s Computing and
Information Technology Department
and the Australian Industry Group,
on Tuesday 20 March at the
Kingston City Hall.

This new initiative, funded by
Multimedia Victoria, showcased the
range of career opportunities for
students in computing and
information technology (CIT).  It
featured activities from some of
Australia’s leading CIT providers
including Microsoft, NEC, Atari,
Omega and Middy’s Data &
Electrical, plus interactive workshops
from Holmesglen, Swinburne
Robotics and Australian Industry
Group.

A number of schools took part in
this exciting event, including Sacred
Heart Girls College, Mentone
Grammar, Salesian College, Star of
the Sea College and Bentleigh
Secondary College, as well as
students from Holmesglen’s
Vocational College and the
Vocational & Community Studies
Department.  

These students were shown the
latest CCTV technology from
Omega and Middy’s Data &
Electrical, plus a demonstration of
Swinburne’s wireless robotics
program, demonstrated for the first
time in Australia. 

The highlights for many of the
students were the interactive
activities which included making
their own network PC cable,
creating personalised key ring tags
with a computer-aided drawing
engraver, and testing the latest Atari
video games to be developed in
Australia for the global market.

Byte Through IT also featured career
panel discussions and presentations
from Holmesglen and the Australian
Industry Group.  Teaching staff from
Holmesglen’s Computing &

Information Technology Department
used this forum to discuss the CIT
pathway options available to
students.

A Year 10 student from Star of the
Sea College, Laura Hennessy, found
this part of the expo particularly
useful. “It was very interesting to
hear the different stories of how the
presenters got into IT and the
different pathways you can go
through to get there”, Laura said.

Fellow student, Enya Widdicombe,
also gained a great deal of
information from her experience at
Byte Through IT. “I didn’t know
there were so many IT career
options – it really opened my eyes
to that!” she said.

Enya was one of many students
who expressed a desire to attend
Byte Through IT in the future: “IT
technology is always changing and
something new is always
happening, so it would be good to
come again next year because I
know I’d see something different”.

Participating schools went into a
draw to win a teacher’s scholarship
to complete a vendor certification
program with Holmesglen, valued
up to $2000.  This prize was won
by Sacred Heart Girls College and
will be presented to the school in
the coming weeks.

Anthony Scolyer, TCM, Computing
& Information Technology, was
delighted with the higher than
expected student turnout at Byte
Through IT. He was particularly
pleased by the industry partnerships
formed at this event that he
believed will lead the way to future
projects.

“Already we have had keen interest
from several of the exhibitors, in
extending the partnerships brokered
through Byte Through IT, and they
have indicated that they would
welcome the opportunity to
participate again next year”, Mr
Scolyer said.

Networking Teacher Xiao Fan shows Sacred Heart Girls
College students how to make a PC cable

Salesian College students test their skills on the latest
Atari video games

Omega’s Carol Webster demonstrates the latest CCTV
technology to Sacred Heart Girls school students
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Over 100 first and second year event management and sport &
recreation students volunteered at the 12th FINA World Swimming
Championships, held recently in Melbourne.

Working at Melbourne Park, Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre
(MSAC) and St Kilda Beach, the students each completed
approximately 50 hours of work across a broad span of experiences
and competencies. Their roles included sport specific and general tasks
such as resulting, crowd control, marshalling, supervising the athlete
call room and accreditation.

Assessment tasks were integrated into the volunteer program linking
to the event training experiences. Students were assessed by
Holmesglen teachers who observed students completing assessment
requirements on-the-job in their various roles. 

Loretta Calverley, M2007 Volunteer Manager, spoke glowingly of the
attitude and commitment of Holmesglen students and staff.  All
students attended training prior to the event, received free public
transport during the Championships and meals whilst volunteering.
They were also allowed to keep their uniform after the event. In
recognition of their efforts each student received tickets for the
opening ceremony and will receive a certificate and commemorative
medal.

Michael Scott, Chief Executive Officer, 2007 World Swimming
Championships, wrote to the Institute to express his thanks for
Holmesglen’s contribution to the 12th FINA World Swimming
Championships.  

FINA World Swimming
Championships

(L-R) Rod De Highden - Holmesglen teacher; Matt Scholes - M2007 Senior Training
Advisor; Jamie Parsons - M2007 Operations Manager; John Strachan - Holmesglen
Teacher

From China to Holmesglen
A journey from Student to Teacher

Angie Qi Zhang was confident that studying Holmesglen’s
International Business courses with offshore partner
XingTai University in China, would provide her with many
employment options.

“The combination of English and business studies creates
more opportunities for me in Australia and in China
because of the increasing number of joint business
ventures between the two countries”, she said.

One unexpected result of this study for Angie has been
her employment with Holmesglen, as a teacher for the
Business Services Centre at the Chadstone Campus. 

Angie’s journey with Holmesglen began at XingTai
University, where she completed the Certificate IV in
Business (International Trade) and Diploma of Business
(International Business), which were presented off-
campus in English by Holmesglen.  Following this, Angie
embarked on the Bachelor of Business Studies (delivered
on behalf of Charles Sturt University), moving to
Melbourne to complete the last year and a half of the
degree on-campus at Holmesglen. 

It was during this time as a student at Holmesglen that
teaching became an exciting option for Angie.

“I found Holmesglen teachers to be nice and I liked the
study environment, so I became interested in teaching
here”.

When a job at the Business Services Centre became
available last year, Angie applied and soon found herself
tutoring in the areas of import and export finance and
law.  This year her role has expanded to include lecturing,
which she is enjoying after some initial nervous moments.

Currently in the final stages of her Masters at Deakin
University, Angie has found that her experiences as a
student make her a better teacher.  Having studied the
same subjects that she is now teaching, she understands
the information and guidance that the students require
from her in order to achieve their best.  

Angie Qi Zhang 
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NEIS Graduation Gala Event 
Up to 109 students from Holmesglen’s New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS)
graduated in March this year.  A graduation ceremony was held at Hemisphere on
28 March, where 59 of the graduates attended along with over 50 guests.

NEIS aims to help eligible unemployed people to start their own businesses. The
program is funded by the Commonwealth Government through the Department of
Employment and Workplace Relations.  Holmesglen’s Small Business Training Unit
has a contract to deliver the program, providing small business training, mentoring
and networking opportunities.  Graduates are presented with a Certificate IV in
Business (Small Business Management).

Kerren Thorsen, State Manager Victoria - Department of Employment and
Workplace Relations, was guest speaker at the graduation ceremony. Kerren’s
speech emphasised the importance of maintaining a high standard of training and
the success of the Government NEIS program in assisting thousands of people to
establish their own small business. Graduands were encouraged to stay committed
to their dreams and work towards achieving their goals. 

A special welcome was extended to Pamela Joy, the first NAMA (Non-Allowee
Mature Age) participant in Victoria to graduate from the Holmesglen NEIS program.
NAMA participants are unique in the NEIS program, as they remain financially
independent throughout the program and training. Pamela’s business is Practical
Help Seniors Support. The aim of her business is to support seniors and their families
to gently move from home to community living with ease and dignity, whilst still
retaining a sense of independence and self. Through communication, education and
defining the needs of the senior, Pamela's business provides personalised assistance
with integration into the senior’s new community.

Highlights of the evening included a live band and a wonderful presentation of fine
art by artist and NEIS Graduate, Helen Strangos. Roslyn Flett also read out an
inspiring poem she wrote about her journey in establishing her business Alternative
Strokes, a swim school for people with special needs. The following is an excerpt: 

The NEIS staff wish to congratulate all graduands and wish them every success in
their business endeavours. They would also like to extend special thanks to David
Powell, General Manager Holmesglen Employment, who was Master of Ceremonies,
and to graduands Sascha Wise and Lauris Fahey who kindly offered to photograph
the presentation of certificates. Thanks must also go to everyone who helped make
the NEIS graduation a successful and memorable event. 

Written by Irene Somerset, NEIS Manager

Roslyn Flett

Kerren Thorsen congratulates a successful NEIS
graduate

Kerren Thorsen and Irene Somerset, NEIS Manager,
with a NEIS graduate

Water to me is so much pleasure and good fun. 
But we all know it’s not that way for everyone. 
At the NEIS course I met many people just like me. 
We were all starting businesses with such diversity. 
Some brought with them their own fears and apprehension.
I thought the course was great with detail and attention to laws and regulations, 
and anything else we need to know. 

On behalf of all NEIS students, who used each other’s memory banks; 
To all the office staff and trainers we truly give our thanks.
This time I am my own boss and answerable only to me. 
At last, now 61 years old, I’m independent, and I’m free! 
Alternative Strokes I started alone, and though it may be small, 
180 students, their parents, two teachers and a cleaner benefit from it all.
So with everyone mentioned becoming a strong team, 
the business is growing and I’m living out my dream.
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Graduating to a World of Opportunity 

“ … We have been given the freedom to dare, the
courage to excel and the belief that we can achieve our
best … we are now standing before a row of doors with
opportunities for every one of us”

Pravesh Boolorun, graduating in the Bachelor of Information
Technology, used these words to respond to the dignitaries,
guests and fellow graduands at the close of the Charles Sturt
University graduation ceremony on Friday 30 March. 

Over 50 graduands received their testamurs at the ceremony
presided over by Master of Ceremonies, Max Newton,
Associate Director of Holmesglen’s Business Services Centre.
Holmesglen Institute’s Chief Executive Officer, Bruce
MacKenzie, welcomed Professors John Hicks, Alan Fish and
Terry Heazlewood, and Associate Professor John Messing, of
Charles Sturt University, to confer the awards in business
studies, hotel management and information technology.

Pravesh’s words reflected the sentiments expressed earlier by
Professor John Hicks, Dean - Faculty of Business, at Charles
Sturt University. Professor Hicks spoke of the students’ sacrifice
and long hours of study. He used the analogy of business to
speak of the students’ hard work as an investment in their
own and society’s future, stating that rapid world change
requires young people and, particularly those who were born
overseas, to embrace internationalism and find mutual benefits
between countries. Professor Hicks said it was their
responsibility to act within the political, social and economic
systems of their countries to bring about change for the
improvement of society. According to Professor Hicks the skills
and knowledge students acquire through learning and their
sense of citizenship should produce a desire to become
involved, to be resolute in pursuit of their goals and to act
with integrity.

Pravesh arrived in Australia from Mauritius in July 2003 to
begin the Diploma of Information Technology (Systems
Administration) at Holmesglen on advice from friends. The
Institute became the stepping stone to his dream career. He
completed his Diploma, undertook an industry based work
placement and completed the Bachelor of Business in
Information Technology at Charles Sturt University. Pravesh is
now completing a Masters in IT.

Both Pravesh and Professor Hicks also referred to the more
enjoyable aspects of time spent at University – the sports,
culture and politics of campus life. They spoke of the sacrifices
students made; not only their own, but also those of their
family and friends. Pravesh also commented on the support
given and the long-lasting friendships and networks which
made up part of his learning experience. He emphasised the
benefits of a multi-cultural learning environment supported by
teachers who acted as mentors and friends, as well as small
classes. 

Written by Sharon Meade, International Centre

Pravesh Boolorun delivers an inspiring speech.

“….opportunities for everyone of us…”
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Council Minutes  
HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE OF TAFE COUNCIL MEETING 2/2007 HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 21 MARCH 2007 AT 6.00 PM 
IN THE BOARD ROOM, BUILDING 8, CHADSTONE CAMPUS

WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed Mr Bruce Prescott and Mr
David Endean to the meeting.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT

TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN BAHRAIN
The Chief Executive reported that the Institute has
successfully tendered for a significant technical
education project in Bahrain.

The Chairman congratulated the Deputy Director, Ms
Mary Faraone and her team for their excellent efforts
in winning this tender which had followed closely on
the successful co-operation with EFI in relation to the
Doha Asian Games project.

AWARDS FESTIVAL 2007
The Institute’s annual Awards Festival will be held
from 13 May to 25 May 2007. Council members are
asked to note that the Institute awards dinner will be
held on Sunday, 27 May commencing at 6.00 pm at
the Park Hyatt. Invitations for the awards dinner will
be forwarded to all members by mail.

Speaking to the attached awards festival timetable,
the Chief Executive said that Council members are
welcomed to attend any of the Centre awards
evening held during the awards festival.

The Chief Executive also drew attention to the
Institute’s Charity Golf Day which will be held on 18
May at the Southern Golf Club. The Institute’s annual
Charity Golf Day is a day focussed on Industry
sponsorships to raise money for charity.

“PAST EMPLOYEES” DINNER
The inaugural “past employees” dinner will be held
on Thursday, 29 March at 6.30 pm at Hemisphere.
Over 60 people have accepted the invitation. Former
Council members have also been invited.

RETIREMENT – MR DAVID DUGGAN
The Chief Executive advised that Mr David Duggan,
Deputy Director (Operations)  will retire at the end of
March 2007 and expressed his thanks and
appreciation to Mr David Duggan for his outstanding
services and loyalty to the Institute over a period of
25 years. He said that Mr Duggan has made a great
contribution not only to the operations and structures
in Holmesglen, but was also an excellent contributor
to the softer social side of the Institute.

On behalf of the Council, The President thanked Mr
Duggan for his dedication and commitment to the
Institute and wished him well in his retirement.

BUSINESS

REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL CENTRE –
MR DAVID ENDEAN
Mr David Endean, Director of International Centre
took the Council through his report on the
International Centre for 2006. He reported that 2006
was another successful year for the International
Centre with student enrolments up by 15% to over
5,000 international students.

Mr Endean said that the international education
industry in Australia is a massive industry worth $10
billion a year, and it is the second largest service
export industry behind Tourism. He said that there
are more international students enrolled in
Institutions in Melbourne than in any city in the
world.

Council noted that whilst students from the Institute’s
traditional market source countries of Malaysia,
Singapore, Hong Kong and Indonesia have declined,
student enrolments from China, India and Sri Lanka
have increased and remained strong.

Mr Endean also reported strong enrolments from two
new source countries, Mauritius and Zimbabwe.

Mr Endean reported that in 2006, 31% of
international students are enrolled in English
language programs and Preparatory programs (VCE,
Foundation Year), 26% in Business Studies, 24% in
Hospitality, 8% in Information Technology courses,
10% in a range of Arts, Social Sciences courses
including Nursing, and 1% in Building/Engineering
courses. He went on to say that international
students now make up nearly a quarter of all of
Holmesglen’s enrolments, and it continues to be very
important part of the Institute’s business.

Council noted the steady increase in enrolments over
the years from about 1.3 million SCH in 2000 to 2.9
million SCH in 2006.Mr Endean also outlined some of
the challenges and opportunities facing the
International Centre.

In concluding his report, Mr Endean said that in 2007
Holmesglen will implement its International Student
Exchanges Program with ITE, East in Singapore.
Discussions with a couple of other overseas
Universities for similar student exchanges are also
occurring.

The Chairman thanked Mr Endean for his report.

FOR INFORMATION

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE – MS KERRY
MARTIN
The Chief Executive advised that Ms Kerry Martin’s
term as Staff Representative will expire in May 2007.
The process to elect a staff representative has
commenced.

On behalf of the Building and Planning Committee,
Mr Dore expressed his thanks and appreciation to Ms
Martin for her work on the Building and Planning
Committee.
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The Breakfast Club 
Thank you to all staff who have
attended Cilantro’s Brekky Club this
term.  The Brekky Club is run by
Holmeglen’s Vocational College students
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  

In term 2 the menu expands to delicious
hot breakfasts. 

Come in and have an omelette, bacon
and eggs, or pancakes - for only $3.
Excellent coffees and smoothies are also
available.

The Breakfast Club is open in term 2 on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings,
7.30am-8.30am.

Menu:

Cold breakfast: toast/cereal $2

Hot breakfasts: omelettes/ poached
eggs/ fried eggs/ pancakes $3

Coffee (during second term take-away
coffee is available for $2.50)

Smoothies: from $3

Arc 21 - New Exhibition
Holmesglen’s first year Visual Arts
students are exhibiting works on paper
at ARC 21 – the free gallery in Building
2 at Holmesglen’s Moorabbin Campus.

This exhibition was inspired by Sigma
Polke’s “Music from an unknown
source”, a collection of 40 paintings by
one of Germany’s most exciting and
prolific contemporary artists.

Students responded to the collection by
developing paintings using diverse
source material from everyday subject
matter, mixing historical and
contemporary images.

These paintings imitate the dotted effect
of commercial printing techniques and
challenge the authority of printed
images by exaggerating the mishaps and
unreliability of the mechanical process,

where dots often blur together into
abstract meaningless patterns.

Dripping, flowing paint is part of the
theme, originating from the character of
the paint. The titles of the paintings
have seemingly unrelated sentences, and
small narratives that expand the scope
of the image.

The exhibition is on display at the
Moorabbin Campus until 11 May.

Students Take-Off for First Event
On Friday 23 March, first year Diploma
of Event Management / Diploma of
Tourism (Marketing and Product
Development) students at Waverley
Campus ran their first event. ‘United
Events’ – a team of 10 Diploma students
- ran a cultural diversity afternoon. The
event took the form of a flight
simulation whereby the classroom was
set up as the inside of a plane and as
guests boarded they were seated in
rows as passengers would be on a
flight.

Forty-three passengers boarded the
plane and were welcomed by the
Captain, before being served
refreshments from the beverage trolley
and preparing for the flight - a cultural
journey with stopovers in Chile, Greece
and Mauritius. In-flight passengers
learnt about the history, music and food
of each place before ‘landing’ in each
spot and enjoying musical and dance
performers relevant to each country.

Passengers also enjoyed food
representative of each culture, which 

was prepared by Holmesglen chefs and
cookery students.

Special guest, Ms Dewi Cooke, well
known social affairs journalist from The
Age, addressed the guests about
cultural diversity in the media.

Each of the ‘United Events’ team played
different roles on the flight and were
responsible for various aspects of the
event. The students learnt a great deal
from their first experience in organising
this successful event.


