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Regional culinary competition success

On Thursday 15 October, the Moorabbin campus
‘Greater Melbourne’ team won three of the eight
awards up for grabs in the LifeStyle FOOD
Channel Australian Regional Culinary Competition.
The high-profile competition was held at Adelaide
TAFE’s Regency Campus, with awards presented at
a gala event at the Hyatt Regency Adelaide on the
last night of competition.

The team’s months of preparation and hard
work paid off, with Holmesglen taking home
two gold and one silver - winning Best Entrée,
Best Main and placing second overall for Best
Region. Team captain, Duncan White-Robertson,
celebrated the team’s achievement and when
asked what the secret ingredient was he simply
answered, “The team!”

The team – comprising of three chef instructors
and one apprentice - covered an area as far north
as Yan Yean, and as far south as Phillip Island.
Teams were given a three-hour time limit to
create a three-course menu for four people, with
an emphasis on the use of regional produce. The
judging team consisted of some of Australia’s
most respected food and beverage professionals. 

Greater Melbourne’s award winning menu began
with an entrée of Port Phillip Bay sand crab, basil
and cilantro gyoza with a fragrant crab broth,
flounder custard, and salad of sautéed samphire,

accompanied by the Chrismont Estate 2005
Riesling from King Valley.

Meat and Livestock Australia supplied the high
quality cut for the main course: Mount Duneed
produced “Country Tender” MSA eye of rump
medallion with oyster blade rillette, bobby veal
sausage, CERES organic shitake mushroom and
spring vegetables. The accompanying wine was a
Wirra Wirra RSW 2002 Shiraz from McLaren Vale.

Completing the menu was a Kennedy and Wilson
chocolate petit gateaux with CERES organic
rhubarb, dacquoise sponge and pistachio ice
cream. A Peter Rumball NV Sparkling Merlot from
Coonawarra rounded off the culinary experience.

Over four days of competition, 17 teams of the
nation’s best regional chefs did battle to win one
of Australia’s top culinary awards. Teams of
trained chefs and apprentices from across
Australia competed for the culinary honour of the
Gold Award for Best Region. 

Founded in 1997, the LifeStyle FOOD Channel
Australian Regional Culinary Competition is part
of Tasting Australia, and is the only competition
of its kind, aiming to recognise, develop and
promote professional cookery by attracting teams
from Australia’s regional areas. 

Holmesglen Institute’s Greater Melbourne Team, left to right – Andrew Watt, Duncan White-Robertson, apprentice
Cassandra Wills, Dean Flower, Greg O’Shea.
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The Hon. Jacinta Allan MP, Minister for Skills and Workforce
Participation, officially opened the Furnishing Industry,
Design and Innovation Centre (FIDIC) at the Chadstone
Campus on Wednesday 21 November.

Established by Holmesglen, with funding from the Victorian
State Government, this stimulating facility was developed
because of the need to provide training for the full range of
employment opportunities within the furnishing and design
industry.   The centre will produce skilled professionals to
keep Australia at the forefront.

The State Government has provided $750,000 to help equip
the centre with the latest tools and equipment, including a
four and a half axis computerised processing centre.  It now
rates among the best equipped education and training
facilities in Australia.

Minister Allan described the centre as a “significant step in
the right direction” in addressing two of the biggest
challenges facing Victoria – raising the skills of all Victorians
and the need for its industries to continually innovate and
reinvent themselves.

“The Centre will provide a stimulating and challenging
environment for both staff and students, who will be
learning and training in what is truly a ‘real world’
environment... where innovation can flourish and thrive”,
she said.

The centre is also accessible to designers and manufacturers,
assisting them to realise new and innovative furniture
designs.  Holmesglen staff have already worked with
Australian designers to develop prototypes for brand-new
furniture designs.  One designer is Michelle Pataki, who
spoke of the excitement of seeing her designs become a
reality at FIDIC.

“Manufacturers want to see prototypes rather than designs
and without FIDIC I wouldn’t have access to experienced
staff and the latest equipment to make my ideas real and
tangible,” she said.

(L-R) Bruce Mackenzie, Michelle Pataki, Jacinta Allan MP and Philip Ashley
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Follow your dream
Andrew Schmid, a student in Certificate I in Work Education
at the Chadstone campus, has shown that hard work and
enthusiasm do lead to dreams coming true.

Andrew’s goal was to work in the area of sport and media.
Last year in VCAL Foundation, Andrew had the opportunity
to undertake a practical placement at the sports radio station
SEN 1116.  He helped out on the show called ‘Hungry for
Sport’.  The producer of the show was so happy with
Andrew, that he asked him if he would like to come back to
do voluntary work.

Andrew jumped at the idea.  His tasks were answering the
telephone, cutting up audio and calling guests, such as Glen
Archer from the Kangaroos and Billy Brownless from the
Footy Show.

After 8 months as a volunteer, Andrew was offered a
position on a night show.  He has now been at SEN 1116 for 

12 months and has developed new skills and learnt many
things about the industry.

Andrew says, “Doing volunteer work has its benefits, you
learn about the job and the skills required.  You don’t get
paid, but in the end you often get a job opportunity which is
what happened to me.

“I now produce my own show which you can listen to on
Monday to Friday every evening between 7:00 – 11:00pm.
It’s called Evenings with Mark Fine.

If you have a goal and a passion to do something,
sometimes you have to sacrifice being paid.”

Andrew’s advice to others is to follow their dream.  Good
luck Andrew!

Written by Daisy Antoniou, Senior Educator & Course
Coordinator, Vocational & Community Studies
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The Year of the Lifesaver has had unusual relevance at
Holmesglen TAFE during 2007.

Small, family focused Sandringham Life Saving Club (SLSC),
whose spirits were ailing at the start of the year, has had its
profile raised by the intervention of no less than two
Holmesglen teaching departments – Chadstone’s Business
Services Department and Moorabbin’s Computing and IT
Department. 

At the Chadstone Campus, Certificate IV in Public Relations
students from the Business Services Centre started the year
by developing a Marketing Communications Plan for SLSC.
Brent Law, SLSC’s Vice President, recognised the importance
of the students’ contribution.

“The PR students took our brief and developed a series of
valuable communications plans highlighting promotional
opportunities the club should be engaging in,” said Mr Law.
“The plans showed us that we were in desperate need of a
website to help raise our profile in the local and surrounding
communities.”

And it was a ‘win win’ situation for the PR students too!  

“Having a real client seek solutions to the communications
issues they faced provided the students with a ‘hands on’
learning environment,” said PR teacher, Jasmine Beschorner.
“It brought marketing and communications theory into sharp
focus and provided the students with a practical sense of
applying theory into action.”

Once the marketing communications plans and associated
promotional material were developed and presented to the
client, it was time to focus on the website.

The challenge of designing and developing the website was
taken up at Holmesglen’s Moorabbin Campus by Computing
and IT students.

Diploma students worked in two teams to develop the
design and programming elements, and applied themselves
to feasibility studies, design recommendations and solutions.

“The Moorabbin Computing and IT students have had to
learn and apply the various theories of design and
programming to produce first class, competitive tenders to
their client,” said Sharon Berman, Teacher, IT and Computing
Department, Moorabbin.

Two teams have worked on the brief, with both websites
voted for by Sandringham Life Saving Club members at the
start of the 2007-2008 Patrol Season in late November.

The winning website will go live, thanks to a hosting
sponsorship arrangement with Telstra, via its Community
Participation Program.  The runner up website is in line to
support another life saving club early in the new year.

“The industry-based learning experience is invaluable for the
students,” explained Ms Berman, “helping to forge the
realisation that the entire content of the course is relevant to
industry.  The focus on working in a group to complete a
product helps reinforce the soft skills required to assist in
developing solutions to business technology and
communication problems.”

In addition to the student work undertaken on behalf of
SLSC, the club has been thrown a lifeline by Telstra. As part
of its community participation program, Telstra has agreed to
host the website for Sandringham Life Saving Club. Mr Law
expressed his gratitude on behalf of the club to Holmesglen
and Telstra.

“We are so grateful to both Holmesglen Institute of TAFE
and Telstra for their kindness and generosity of spirit in
helping make our website a reality.” 

“Telstra and Holmesglen students have worked together in
the past. In 2005, the Chadstone Campus advertising and
broadcasting students teamed up with Telstra and its
advertising agency, Singletons, to produce a community
service television announcement during the lead up to
M2006 Commonwealth Games.

Visit the website on www.sandringhamlsc.com.au

Written by Jasmine Beschorner, Teacher, Business Services Centre

IT students with representatives from Telstra, Life Saving Victoria and
Sandringham Life Saving Club

Lifesavers rescued by Holmesglen students
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The graduating class of Certificate III in Hospitality
(Commercial Cookery) celebrated the end of their
apprentice studies at Holmesglen on Monday 3 December,
with a delicious five course dinner cooked by their
teachers.

Over the course of second semester, each of the final year
apprentices took on the “Iron Apprentice” Challenge. They
constructed a menu and directed the team of junior
apprentices in the kitchen to present a culinary experience,
to be judged by diners at Cilantro. It proved to be a
fantastic series of events, with Cilantro booked out every
Monday night.

Sarah Kallis created a menu inspired by her favourite
ingredients, and was voted Best Iron Apprentice by both
judges: her teachers and the Cilantro patrons.
All the staff at Holmesglen’s Centre for Hospitality, Cookery

and Bakery congratulate the following cookery apprentices
for their achievements, and wish them every success in
their future endeavours:

Daniel Balzano Paul Confait Danny Jagger
Sarah Kallis Cameron Gardiner Regiane Girardi
Tal Marom Byron Moore Cassandra Wills

Sarah Kallis - voted Best Iron ApprenticeCertificate III in Hospitality (Commercial Cookery) Graduating
Class of 2007

PISAF 2007 Awards
The Puchon International Student Animation Festival (PISAF) is a
major international animation festival held annually, most
recently in Korea in early November. Its judging panel is made
up of a selection of internationally renowned academics and
practitioners, including academy award nominee and legendary
animator Bill Plympton.

Holmesglen student Simon Black’s film, Ashes to Ashes, was
accepted for screening and received a special award, The
Manager of Nonghyup Bucheon Branch Office Prize. 

Peter Allen, Program Coordinator, Design, Multimedia and Art,
commented, “Being accepted into the festival for screening is a
major endorsement of the standard of work that Simon
produced while at Holmesglen. To be honoured with an award
as well is an exceptional achievement and one that I believe
recognises the dedication and hard work of Simon and also the
classmates and teachers who supported him during the
production of his project”.

During the five day festival, 72 films from 20 countries
competed, with just 13 films being selected as winners.

Congratulations Simon on another outstanding win.

Farewell to the 2007 Iron Apprentices
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Leanne Williams, a student of the Diploma of Professional
Writing and Editing, is hoping to have published the
remarkable and inspiring story of her father. Curiously titled
Sugar Bag Pants, Leanne’s story is a largely biographical
account of her father, Neville Williams’, experiences in
living with a disability, unemployment, and growing up
during the Depression.

Leanne spent time researching and interviewing in
preparation of the story’s first draft. She chose to
incorporate humour and dialogue in the story so Neville’s
‘voice’ could be heard.

“As a child during the Depression years,” Leanne explains,
“Neville shredded his trousers while playing, so his mother
made him new ones from sugar bags.  This incident supplied
the name of the book:  Sugar Bag Pants.”

Piecing together her father’s whimsical, sometimes
frightening and always entertaining anecdotes was not a
simple task for Leanne. With Neville experiencing the onset
of dementia, extracting the stories from him was a
considerable challenge, but a rewarding one.

“I’m not sorry I took on the challenge of writing a book with
my dementia-affected father. It was something we could
achieve together - a common goal.”

Lynette is now a freelance writer based in Melbourne. Her
publications include reviews and newspaper articles, and she
is also involved in local theatre.Lynette Williams

Students from the Certificate I in Transition Education, with
the support of six of the students from the Certificate IV in
Live Production Theatre and Events, presented The Land of
Torgor and the Sulee at Cromwell Road Theatre in South
Yarra in October.

For many in the Certificate I course this was their first
experience on stage, while for some it was a more familiar
place. It was, for all of them, the first student devised
production they have ever participated in. Using, music and
dance, scripted scenes and shadow puppetry, they put
together a performance to express their imagination and
experience of the influence of power and status.  The final
scripted play, written by Stuart Hunter and Deborah
Vanderwerp, was based on workshopping in the course’s
drama classes.

This was an opportunity for the six participants from the
Certificate IV to be assessed in the elements of stage craft,
including stage management, production operations,
lighting and sound operation, and set design.  Part of their
initiative saw the carpentry department become involved
through the donation of the department’s scaffold and the
building of stairs used in the set.  Michael Cole and Peter
McMahon gave the students instruction in assembling the
scaffold and Michael built the stairs for them.

It was wonderful to see the three departments come
together so cooperatively to create this successful
production.  Thanks to all for their generous support.

Written by Deborah Vanderwerp, Co-ordinator Live Theatre,
Arts & Communications

The Land of Torgor and the Sulee

The sweeter side of hardship
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BUSINESS ARISING:

HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE CONSTITUTION

The Chief Executive advised that the Minister has approved a new
constitution for all TAFE constitutions.  He said that as of the
December meeting the Council would be called Board.  Mr
Mackenzie took the Council through some major changes in the
new Constitution
(i) The change of name from Council to Board.
(ii) Changes to the “Objectives of the Board” which will now have

a stronger enterprise focus (see Clause 4(d) ).  
(iii) Greater emphasis on the Public Administration Act 2005.
(iv) A new requirement on the Board relating to indemnity

insurance (see Clause 12).  
(v) A revised approach for contracting for services linked to DIIRD

polices and procedures (see Clause 20 (3) in relation to
contracts for the supply of goods and services).  

(vi) A requirement to notify the Deputy Secretary of co-opted
members within one month of a co-option (Clause 8 (5) ).

The Chief Executive confirmed that Directors of the Board are
appointed for a three year period and can be re-appointed.  The
Staff representative is elected to a three-year term, but the student
representative is elected annually. 

PRESENTATION OF HOLMESGLEN VOCATIONAL COLLEGE

Mr Andrew Adamson presented a report on the Vocational College.
He said that the Vocational College commenced in February 2007
and has been a very good year.  

He noted that the students have been diverse and there were no
reports of behavioural problems.  191 students were enrolled in the
course, but a number of students have moved into apprenticeships
or pre-apprenticeships. Only 17 students actually left the course for
a variety of reasons or had moved interstate.  There were 29
students enrolled in the mid year intake. 

Mr Adamson reported that courses had more male students than
female causing a gender imbalance.  However, this matter was
being addressed.  He said that most of the students came from
government schools, but a sizeable number also came from private
schools.  It was noted that the students came from about 58
suburbs across Melbourne, with the majority from suburbs close to
the Moorabbin Campus.  He said that some students were
travelling up to two hours each way daily to attend the Vocational
College.

Council noted that literacy and numeracy skills were important,
whilst the students’ general comprehension was good,
improvement was required in numeracy skills. 

Mr Adamson highlighted a number of reasons for enrolling in the
Vocational College. He said that that TAFE was able to offer
something the students could not get in schools such as different
courses, different facilities and a different environment that did not
have the same rigidities that schools have.  The Vocational College
offered the students a new start in a new learning environment.

Mr Adamson highlighted the course program details. He said that
the Personal Development Program was a terrific success as
students could do what they chose including a sports program, a
football team and outdoor recreation. Fitness and Recreation,
Hairdressing, Fashion and IT programs were the most popular
choices.

Mr Adamson said that parents have been extremely supportive and
parent/teacher nights have been held.  Looking forward to 2008,
he said that more camps and culture building activities would be
considered for next year, as well as extending the literacy/numeracy
support.  

Mr Adamson concluded his report by saying that enrolment trends
for 2008 are strong.  He commented that the staff of the
Vocational College had made a tremendous effort in working
cohesively as a team.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Adamson for an excellent report.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT:

RATIFICATION OF APOINTMENT OF MR MICHAEL DORE AND
MR WAYNE JUDSON AS MEMBERS OF THE BUILDING AND
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Council resolved to ratify the appointment of Mr Michael Dore and
Mr Wayne Judson as members of the Building and Planning
Committee with effect from 17 October, 2007.

MEETING WITH MINISTER JACINTA ALLAN
The Chief Executive reported on his meeting with Minister Allan on
1 November.  The meeting which was initiated by the Minister was
to advise her of the Institute’s strategic directions for the future.  Mr
Mackenzie said the Minister was supportive of the Institute’s
directions.

DISCUSSIONS WITH UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA (UTAS)
The Chief Executive reported on recent discussions with the
University of Tasmania. He noted that the collaboration with UTAS
has been very positive.

LIFESTYLE FOOD CHANNEL TASTING AUSTRALIA 
CULINARY CHALLENGE
Council noted that two Holmesglen teams participated in the
Lifestyle Food Channel Tasting Australia Culinary Challenge held in
Adelaide on 19 October, winning gold for Best Entrée and Best
Main course and silver in the Best Region category.  Each team
comprised three trainers and one apprentice.  

LAUNCH OF FURNISHING INDUSTRY DESIGN AND
INNOVATION CENTRE (FIDIC) ON 21 NOVEMBER, 2007
The Chief Executive advised that Minister Allan would be in
attendance at Holmesglen on Wednesday 21 November to officially
launch the FIDIC.  With a grant provided by the government, this
Centre will enable designers and manufacturers access to facilities
and expertise at the Centre to develop new and innovative
furniture designs. 

HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE OF TAFE COUNCIL MEETING 7/2007
HELD ON 21 NOVEMBER 2007 AT 6.00 PM IN THE BOARD ROOM, BUILDING 8, CHADSTONE CAMPUS
MINUTES
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Graduate Certificate in Marketing students pictured with Bob Chapman, Linda Brendin and Czesia Chwasta.

International students – thinking global,
researching local

The international student group of the Graduate Certificate
in Marketing recently presented their research project on the
Bentleigh Market to Linda Brendin, of the Glen Eira City
Council, and Bob Chapman, of Rotary Victoria.

Three groups presented their findings from a short survey
administered at the Bentleigh Market, together with
recommendations for advertising and increasing visitor
numbers. Each group introduced its members and countries of
origin – Columbia, Thailand, China and France, to name a few.

Marketing teacher Czesia Chwasta was very impressed with
the quality of the students’ work and invited them to
provide feedback on the research and presentation process.
The students found the project and survey process both
challenging and rewarding.

Maxine Courtier thanked Ms Brendin and the Glen Eira City
Council for the ongoing support given to a variety of
business student projects over the past few years.
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Mosaic art created for local
child care centre 
VACS Work Education students from the Health, Human,
and Community Services Department visited Essex Heights
Juniors Child Care Centre recently to present 2 decorative
mosaic plaques for the children’s play area.

Certificate I in Transition Education students spent most of
Semester 2 creating the plaques which featured characters
from the popular movie “Finding Nemo”. Essex Heights
Juniors Centre director Paula Papanicolaou said the children
were looking forward to receiving the plaques and were
keen to try out some mosaics for themselves.   

Teacher Kristen Tinkler said the project provided an
opportunity for a community partnership between the
Institute and the Childcare Centre. Holmesglen students
developed skills during the project, which culminated into a
worthwhile community endeavour.  

Written by Kristen Tinkler, Teacher - Work Education,
Vocational and Community Studies Department

Short Courses discount offer
Short Courses are offering Holmesglen staff the opportunity
to use their 20% discount when enrolling family and friends
in some of their courses. 

Purchase a voucher or enrol your family or friends in a short
course in Term 1 or 2, 2008 and receive a 20% discount on
courses valued over $140.00.  This offer is only available for
purchases up to December 24, 2007. No further discounts apply.

There are over 40 new courses commencing in Term 1, in areas
such as Arts, Beauty, Cooking, Computers, DIY and Gardening.

Visit www.shortcourses.holmesglen.vic.edu.au or call 9564
1546 for more information.

Chocolate unveiled 
Holmesglen Small Press Publishing officially launched another
complete book on October 26. In previous years, anthologies
and guides covering various subjects have been the focus,
but this year a different tact was taken. The book centres on
a subject most dear to most of our hearts: chocolate!

Titled, Chocolate Unwrapped: A Chip Off the Melbourne
Block, the launch was presented by Kerry Martin,
Co-ordinator, Professional Writing, and Master Chocolatier
Arno Backes. 

There was much drama involved in outsourcing the printing
of the cover and page binding, but it was worth the trouble.
Our thanks go out to the good people at the Print Room
who, through amazing efforts, were able to produce some
advance copies for the launch. Every copy was sold on the
night, so it was worth the effort! 

Copies are now available for purchase at $15 each from the
Arts & Communications department.  Call 9564 1602 for
more details.

Written by Scott Shrimpton, Professional Writing &
Editing student

Kristen Tinkler (back left) with Paula Papanicolaou and the students from
VACS Work Education and Essex Heights Juniors Centre.


