
WorldSkills Success~ 
Three highly talented students from Holmesglen 
Institute of TAFE will be invited to Helsinki in May 
2005 to compete in the International WorldSkills 
Competition, having won Gold in the National 
WorldSkills competition held in Brisbane from 28-
30 May. The students took Gold after competing 
against around 600 of Australia's be;st trade and 
skill achievers. 

The three Holmesglen students are Romano Ginesi 
who won the Bricklaying category, Charith Mendis 
who won for IT Programming, and Simon Mudd 
who won the Landscape Construction category 
with his project partner Jonathan Balbour 
from NMIT. 

Holmesglen Institute of TAFE is very proud of their 
achievements. Just six gold medals were won by 
Melbourne students, thus for Holmesglen students 
to win 3 of them is a great achievement. 

Holmesglen's Director, Bruce Mackenzie, said of 
the win, "Holmesglen is proud to support its 
students in well-regarded and important 
competitions such as WorldSkills. Holmesglen 
contributes significant time and financial support 
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to these high achieving students to ensure that 
they have the best opportunities. We are 
delighted that three of our students have been 
recognised as Australia's best." 

"I was surprised to win the WorldSkills 
competition and I'm really looking forward to 
finding out what the competition is like outside 
Australia," said Charith Mendis, winning IT 
programming student. 

WorldSkills Australia is an organisation that 
conducts skill competitions in over 52 trade and 
skill areas. Established in 1981, WorldSkills 
Australia is an independent, not-for-profit 
organisation developed to promote the standards 
and status of vocational training and job skills. 

The 2004 National Competitions and Employment 
and Careers Expo, held from the 28-30 May at the 
Brisbane Exhibition and Convention Centre, 
attracted over 30,000 young people. With support 
and partnership from the Government, it is the 
largest vocational education and training event to 
be held in Australia. 

Charith Mendis, Jonathan Balbour, Simon Mudd and Romano Ginesi 

The winning landscape garden 
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Engineering Student's Unique Chess Set 
A Special Award for Outstanding Certificate Student 

The winner of the 2002 Outstanding Certificate Student award, 
Engineering student, Terry Childs, created a specially designed 
Holmesglen chess set over the last few months. 

This chess set was presented to the winner of the 2003 
Outstanding Certificate Student award, Jane Korman, at the 
lnstitute's Awards Dinner on the evening of Sunday 30 May 2004. 

As a special gesture, Terry designed and produced the chess set 
and presented it to this year's winner. Last year, in addition to 
being named Holmesglen's Outstanding Certificate Student, Terry 
also became a finalist in the Victorian Training Awards. 

Terry utilised the industry-leading CNC (Computer Numerical 
Control) machinery in the Engineering department to design and 
produce the chess set. This involved researching international 

standards for chess sets, designing the chessboard and individual 
pieces using CAD (Computer Aided Design) software and learning 
how to use a particular CNC machine "from scratch". He has also 
undertaken all of the machining of the board and pieces to 
complete the finished product. 

In order to complete the design, Terry asked the advice of several 
Engineering staff members for CNC programming tips. 

A beautiful Blackwood box was also produced to house the chess 
set, by Holmesglen's Furnishing department. 

Terry's chess set, which features the Holmesglen logo, will also be 
produced as a corporate gift item in future, at the special request 
of Holmesglen's Director, Bruce Mackenzie. 

Terry Childs proudly displays 
one of his chess pieces 

The specially designed Holmesglen chess set 

Hospitality & Cookery Awards Tuesday 18 May at Cilantro 
The Hospitality & Cookery Awards for outstanding students were 
held at the Cilantro Training Restaurant, Moorabbin Campus, on 
Tuesday 18 May at 12 noon. 

This Awards ceremony took the form of a three-course luncheon, 
cooked and served by current International students studying 
Hospitality. The delicious menu included Duck Confit on Shallot
Crushed Potatoes or Thin Escalopes of Tasmanian Salmon. 

Ross Digby, Manager of Hospitality at Moorabbin Campus, was the 
MC for the event. He introduced David Duggan, Deputy Director 
(Operations), who presented a speech on behalf of the Director, 
outlining the aims of the Awards Festival and the number of events 
scheduled over the two-week period. 

David Duggan also described some of the major new facilities that 
Holmesglen is investing in, across all three campuses, including the 
new teaching building currently under construction at Moorabbin 
Campus. 

The guest speakers at the ceremony were Greg O'Shea, Culinary 
Courses Co-ordinator at Moorabbin Campus, and Amanda Ward, 
outstanding cookery apprentice for 2003. In October 2003, Greg 
and Amanda were part of a Holmesglen cookery team that 
competed in the national "Lifestyle Channel Australian Regional 
Culinary Challenge", held in Adelaide. 

Greg and Amanda both described their experiences of participating 
in this event, which culminated in Holmesglen winning the Bronze 
medal for Best Region. Amanda was proud of her participation in 
this event and thanked Holmesglen and particularly Cookery 
Program Co-ordinator, Kate O'Beirne. 

The speeches were followed by presentation of Awards to the 
outstanding Hospitality and Cookery graduates. 

Andrew Adamson, Head of Centre, Centre for Horticulture, 
Hospitality, Tourism & Recreation, closed the Awards ceremony by 
congratulating the award winners. He noted that they are heading 
into an exciting time in their chosen industry with the 
Commonwealth Games to be held in Melbourne in 2006 and 
the continual development of conference centres and hotels 
around Melbourne. 

The Hospitality department would like to thank sponsors who 
donated prizes to the outstanding students. 

Outstanding Hospitality graduates (back row, L to R) 
Andrea Jones, Stuart Dann, Gail Pitts, (front row, L to R) 
Amanda Ward (Guest speaker and Outstanding Apprentice 
award winner) and Kylie Lightfoot 



Certificate Awards Ceremony at Glen Eira Town Hall 
A combined Awards Ceremony for Certificate students from the 
Centres for Design, Arts & Science (DAS), Applied Technology (APT) 
and Health, Human & Community Services (HHCS), was held at the 
Glen Eira Town Hall in Caulfield, on the evening of Tuesday 18 May 
2004. This was the first time that these Centres have held a 
combined Certificate-level Awards ceremony. 

Approximately 400 people attended the ceremony. The evening's 
MC was Jenni Colgan, Head of Centre, APT. Head of Centre for 
HHCS, Sue Robertson, and Head of Centre for DAS, Bruce Prescott, 
were seated on the stage, joined by Teaching Centre Managers and 
Program Co-ordinators in attendance. Jenni welcomed everyone 
and introduced Mary Faraone, Deputy Director, Educational 
Development & Design, who presented a speech on behalf of the 
Director. 

Mary was followed by guest speaker, Sean Royal, Human Resources 
Manager, Grand Hyatt Hotel, Melbourne. Sean offered the 
graduates timely advice about how best to present themselves for 
job interviews and to prepare effective resumes. He emphasised the 
importance of ongoing professional development, throughout their 
careers. Sean said that "the probability that your first job is the 
right one is about one in one million." 

Jenni Colgan then introduced the graduates from the Centre for 
Applied Technology, including those from Information Technology 
and Engineering & Electrotechnology departments. 

Carpentry & Joinery Awards 
The Carpentry & Joinery Awards Ceremony was held on the evening 
of Wednesday 19 May. Roger Mason, Manager of Carpentry & 
Joinery, opened the evening welcoming all staff, students, family, 
friends, employers and sponsors. He introduced Mary Faraone, 
Deputy Director, Educational Development & Design, to speak on 
behalf of the Directorate. 

Mary spoke about the importance of apprenticeships at Holmesglen 
and that they make up 25% of Holmesglen's training effort per 
annum. She also spoke of the dedication Holmesglen has to its 
students contributing $30 million to improving student facilities. 
Holmesglen is also due to offer three Degree programs to be 
launched next year, one of these being a Building Degree. 

Following this, David Benson, the Teaching Centre Manager of 
Design, Multimedia, Art & Science, introduced this diverse range of 
study areas. He highlighted the expertise of teaching staff within 
DAS, for example, Animation Co-ordinator, Peter Allen, was just 
about to leave for the Cannes Film Festival, to show a film that he 
was involved in producing. Graduates from DAS were presented 
with their certificates. 

Gabrielle Fountain, Manager of Biomedical Sciences within DAS, 
then introduced the graduates from Laboratory Skills and 
Pathology Collection courses. 

Beginning the presentations for HHCS, Robyn Bell, Co-ordinator of 
industry-based Children's Services programs, presented Children's 
Services graduates with their certificates. 

The final group to be presented with certificates were the 
Certificate IV in Health (Nursing) graduates. Nursing Co-ordinators, 
Judianne Phillips and Allison Manning introduced the department, 
praising the new nursing facilities that opened this year at 
Moorabbin Campus. There was a particularly large turn-out of 
nursing graduates in attendance, who all showed great 
appreciation and excitement in receiving their certificates. 

Jenni Colgan closed the ceremony by thanking the staff who had 
organised the evening, especially Mary Donald, Denise Wallis and 
Janet Carlyon. 

The guest speaker Shane O'Sullivan, Football Administration & 
Development Officer - Carlton Football Club, unfortunately due to a 
tribunal hearing was unable to attend the evening. 

During the three-course meal the awards were presented rewarding 
the top apprentices for each year. The top awards went to Chris 
Gilson, Best Overall Carpentry student and Troy Fraser, Best Overall 
Joinery student. 

The winning students were presented with entire tool sets thanks to 
the generous donations from the sponsors. 

Troy Fraser (Best Overall Joinery Student), Peter Fitzgerald (Lockwood Security Products) and Chris Gilson (Best Overall 
Carpentry Student) 



Interior Decoration & Design Awards 
The Interior Decoration & Design Graduation and Awards Evening was 
held on Wednesday 19 May at the impressive venue of Glen Eira Town 
Hall, Caulfield. Bruce Prescott, Head of Centre for Design, Arts & 
Science (DAS), opened the evening, welcoming students and their 
guests. He then introduced Frank Virik, Deputy Director - Information 
Systems, to speak on behalf of the Directorate. 

Guest speaker, Stuart Rattle, followed Frank's speech. Stuart is a 
successful interior designer, owning his own well-renowned company, 
Stuart Rattle Interior Design. He has worked on high profile projects, 
including major hotel chains, around the world. Stuart was an 
inspiring speaker, encouraging students to explore the world to 
discover the different vogues of interior design in other countries. He 
reminded students that he started from the same humble beginnings 
that the graduates were starting from, and if their desire is strong 
enough, they will make it. 

Outstanding Interior Decoration & Design graduates 

Former Holmesglen student, Melissa Di Carlo, spoke following Stuart. 
Melissa graduated from Holmesglen three years ago and is now 
employed with Zoni Interiors. In her down-to-earth speech, Melissa 
told the audience how she had been pro-active in seeking out an 
employer when she graduated, essentially door-knocking interior 
design companies until she was successful. She encouraged the 
graduating students to "get your name out there" and to be 
proactive. Melissa credits her success to her individualism and always 
looking for a new idea or design, and encouraged students to 
embrace their individualism. 

The graduation and awards ceremony then ensued, with a ceremony 
for students graduating from Certificate IV in Arts - Interior 
Decoration and the Diploma of Arts - Interior Decoration & Design. 

Special Awards were then presented to outstanding students. 

Glass & Glazing Industry Awards Night 
The Glass & Glazing Industry Awards night was truly a gala affair. 
Held at the Plaza Ballroom on Collins Street on Saturday 22 May, 
guests sauntered in for pre-dinner drinks and were seated when 
Master of Ceremonies, Vic Moen opened the evening. President of 
the Glass and Glazing Association of Victoria, Kevin Trotman 
welcomed guests and Tim Hogan presented the awards. 

Adam Cherry won the Best Overall Apprentice Award and was 
speechless when he discovered the prize - a return trip to Italy to 
learn about new technologies and machinery in the industry, 

Steve and Les Varga with Adam Cherry (centre). 

courtesy of lntermac, a dedicated sponsor of the Glass & Glazing 
department. 

Les and Steve Varga, owners of Varga Brothers, were inducted into 
the 2004 Hall of Fame. Combined, they have over fifty years of 
experience in the original techniques and craft of silvering and 
edgework. 

After dinner, Peter Rowsthorn entertained the audience with comic 
impersonations and afterwards everyone put their dancing shoes on 
and let loose to The Matt Heatherington Band. For most, the night 
finished at midnight but there were some who were determined to 
continue the festivities. All in all, the night was a great success. 



Furnishing Industry Training Centre Awards 
Bill Presslor, FITC Manager, was the MC for the Furnishing Industry 
Training Centre Awards night held on Thursday 20 May. He 
welcomed staff, students, family members, friends, sponsors and 
employers to the evening. He called on David Duggan, Deputy 
Director (Operations), to speak on behalf of the Directorate. 

David spoke of the Awards Festival at Holmesglen and the fact 
that only 27% of Australians have tertiary qualifications, so all 
those graduating should be proud of their efforts and know they 
are one ofthe few Australians to have post-secondary 
qualifications. 

The guest speaker for the night was Ian Cook, Chairman of 
Furnishing Training Australia. Ian spoke of the impact that 

Award winning Wood Machining students 

Chinese manufacturing is having on the Australian furnishing 
industry. He illustrated this by explaining about the industry in 
the 1930s, when most workshops were based in Little Latrobe 
Street, Melbourne, and how the Chinese manufacturer produced 
better quality for a cheaper price compared to the Australian 
manufacturer, due to lower overheads. Imports now far outweigh 
exports, and this is a growing threat to the furnishing industry 
today. 

The awards were then presented by trade classification: 
Upholstery, Wood Machining, Polishing and Cabinet Making. 
The top student and runner-up for each year of the courses were 
recognised with awards. 

Floor Finishing & Covering Awards 
The Floor Finishing & Covering Awards were held on Monday 24 
May. Teaching Centre Manager, Trevor Perry, performed a most 
entertaining role as MC of the evening. He introduced David 
Duggan, Deputy Director (Operations), who spoke on behalf of 
the Directorate. David spoke about the pride Holmesglen takes in 
its facilities and forthcoming upgrades to the three campuses. 

Following this, guest speaker, Peter Lawler, Marketing Manager 
of Burbank Homes, spoke about his career path from 'chippy' to 
Marketing Manager. He spoke of Burbank's involvement in the 
BuildSmart competition, highlighting the importance and value 
Burbank places on its partnership with Holmesglen on this 
project. He finished by encouraging the floor finishing and 
covering graduates to achieve their best, and "just get out there 
and do it", wishing them every success in their career. 

After the three-course meal, the awards were presented to 
reward the top apprentices for each year, and when Craig 
remembered (!),their employers too. Steven White was awarded 
Best 1st Year Apprentice, Ryan Sleeman, Brendan Hughes and 
Brendan Smith were awarded Best 2nd Year Apprentices and 
Jason Mackintosh, Brenton Young and Nathan Byrne were 
awarded Best 3rd Year Apprentices. Dean Shirley won the 
Meritorious Award. 



Charity Golf Day Raising $16,000 for Charity Organisations 
Over 80 players enjoyed glorious May sunshine at Southern Golf 
Club in Keysborough, at the lnstitute's Charity Golf Day on Friday 21 
May. 

The day raised nearly $16,000 for our chosen charities, the Child and 
Family Care Network, and Very Special Kids. Ian James from the 

Major Sponsors ($2,500) 

• Paragon 

Hole Sponsors ($300) 

• AES 
• Ardex Building Products 
• Belgar Plumbing 
• Charles Tims 
• Cisco 
• Dimension Data 
• DMS Glass 

• Fuji Xerox 

• Fluke Networks 
• HMA Blaze 
• Holmesglen Employment 
• Hunter Industrials 
• ISS 
• Mathews Timber 
• Netstar 

David Duggan thanked Southern Golf Club for their hospitality and 
the excellent condition of the course. He also thanked all the 
sponsors, and hoped they would return in 2005. The staff who 
assisted in the organisation of the day also deserve many thanks. 

Child and Family Care Network and Katrina Southwell from Very 
Special Kids graciously accepted the donation cheques and thanked 
the Institute and the sponsors for their support. 

Bruce Mackenzie thanked all the companies who had given so 
generously on the day. These included: 

• Monitor Business Machines 

• Nova 100 
• Novell 
• Office National 
• Perf ektcom 
• Premier Paper 
• Programmed Maintenance 

Systems 

These staff included: 
• Anne Whitehead 
• Martin Smith 
• Steve Powley 
• Ed Beers 
• Andrew Cook 

• Read Computer Engineering 
• Red Rover 
• Southlink Smash Repairs 
• Synergy Plus 
• Unimin 
• Verbatim 
• Wormald 

Article submitted by David Duggan, Deputy Director (Operations) 

David Duggan and sponsors 

Wendy Eden (left) with other Lady competitors 



Schools Open Day 
Schools Open Day was held on Friday 21 May at the Holmesglen 
Conference Centre. The event attracted 400 secondary school 
students from a number of schools from across Melbourne. The 
day is held during the Awards Festival to promote Holmesglen's 
courses to Years 10-12 students. 

Holmesglen conducted three sessions throughout the day that 
comprised of an information session, workshops and finished 
with a BBQ. This year we were able to offer 13 workshops for 
students to choose from, which included event management, 
floristry, hospitality, graphic arts, carpentry, painting and 
decorating, electronics and more. 

The high school students came out of the day understanding 
more about Holmesglen and studying at TAFE, being involved in 
a hands-on "TAFE taster" workshop as well as some freebies and 
a good feed! 

The Marketing Unit would like to thank the Holmesglen staff 
that made the day a success. Thank you to Barb Hicks and Matt 
Parker from Student Services, Property Services, Event 
Management students, Di Wilson, Liz Jansz and the VACS 
students for their assistance with the BBQ. 

Special thanks to the teachers who ran workshops: 

• Roger Mason and staff, Carpentry & Joinery I Glass & 
Glazing 

• Jenny Horwill, Graphic Arts 
• Robyn Bell and Cheryl Crosbie, Children's Services 
• Charlie Vella, Electronics 
• Natalie Ives, Floristry 
• Dino Kapetanakis, Hospitality 
• Thomas Edge and Warren Davies, Applied Science 
• Brigitte Stembergar, BSC I E-commerce 
• Sky Crompton, Animation 

• Monica Prysten and Jeremy Sheldon, Interior Decoration & 
Design 

• Geoff Lawrence, Event Management 
• Trevor Perry and Craig Treyvaud, Painting & Decorating 

The variety of workshops offered is vital for the success of Schools 
Open Day. If any interested staff would like to represent their 
subject I department next year at Schools Open Day and promote 
their area to Years 10-12 students, please contact the Marketing 
Unit on ext. 1680 or email tomh@holmesglen.vic.edu.au. 

Students in the Children's Services workshop at 
Schools Open Day 

Painting and Decorating Awards Night 
The Painting & Decorating Awards Night was held on Monday 
17 May. MC for the evening, Craig Treyvaud, Carpentry & Joinery 
teacher, opened the evening by welcoming all staff, students, 
family, friends, employers and sponsors. He introduced Frank 
Virik, Deputy Director - Information Services, who spoke on 
behalf of the Directorate. 

The guest speaker for the evening was Eddie San Fillipo, 
Managing Director of Burbank Homes. Eddie spoke about 
Burbank's rise to be one of Melbourne's most prominent home 
building companies. A successful strategy of Burbank's was 
diversification to related areas of the building trade, for 
example interior decorating, to areas as diverse as video and still 
photography, to take shots of Burbank's developments to use in 
promotions. 

Eddie also spoke of Burbank's involvement in the BuildSmart 
competition, highlighting the importance and value Burbank 
places on its partnership with Holmesglen on this project. 
He finished by praising Holmesglen and its students for their 
consistently high standard of building graduates. 

After the three-course meal, the awards were presented 
rewarding the top apprentices for each year. Luke Wilson won 
the Best Overall Apprentice Award, Glenn Wilson the Best First 
Year Apprentice, Terry Morgan the Best Second Year Apprentice 
and Jake Foley the Best Apprentice in Decorative Work. 

The winning students were presented with a range of prizes 
thanks to the generous donations from the sponsors. 

Best Overall Apprentice, Luke Wilson is presented with the 
winning shield by Mr Eddie San Fillipo, Managing Director 
of Burbank Homes (right) and Mr Alan Wesson from Dulux, 
the award's sponsor 



Trowel Trades Awards 
The Trowel Trades & Roof Tiling and Slating Department, within 
the Building Industry Training Centre, held their Awards 
Ceremony on the evening of Tuesday 25 May at Hemisphere 
Conference Centre. 

The evening's MC was Lindsay Rake, Teaching Centre Manager. 
Lindsay welcomed everyone and spoke of the acheivements of 
the Department. Apprentices receiving awards were considered 
the best in their chosen trade. David Duggan, Deputy Director 
(Operations) presented a speech on behalf of the Director. 

Approximately 200 people attended the successful evening. 
Awards were presented to Apprentices for Bricklaying, Fribrous 
Plastering, Solid Plastering, Stonemasonary, Roof I Tiling & Slating 
and Wall & Floor Tile Laying. 

The guest speaker was Brian Murphy, General Manager, Sales and 
Marketing from Austral Bricks and President of the Clay Brick and 
Pavers Association. He spoke of pride in yourself and your work, 
grooming I image and how employers and your customers want 
your image to correspond with the image of your work. He 
wished the apprentices much success and to embrace their future. 

An additional guest was Rod Quarrel representing the MBA 
(Master Builders Association) who also presented several Awards. 
Rod has been involved in the building industry for 44 years. 

Rod offered encouragement to the students and said, "Don't stop 

here - go to night school. This industry has the opportunity to 
branch out and each individual to become an expert in their 
career. Be proud of what your industry is all about." 

Zoran Osojnik received the "Best Apprentice" for 2003 and in 
addition an MBA Award. Lindsay Rake closed the ceremony by 
thanking all who attended and in particular the industry 
sponsors. 

Zoran Osojnik, winner of the "Best Apprentice" award 

Horticulture & Floristry Awards Ceremony 
On Thursday 27 May, the Horticulture & Floristry department held 
their Awards Ceremony at Waverley Campus. Attended by over 
100 people, the ceremony took the format of a presentation of 
awards followed by afternoon tea prepared and served by 
Hospitality students. 

Earl Pike, TCM of Horticulture & Floristry, opened the afternoon, 
noting that the skills learnt by all students in the department 
would ultimately provide enjoyment for others and give people 
the opportunity to enjoy more leisure time. 

Mary Faraone, Deputy Director, Educational Development and 
Design welcomed guests and went on to explain the goals of the 
Awards Festival. Mary made mention of the various activities held 
during the two weeks and wished students future success urging 
them to continually develop their skills. 

Past student, Mark Dougherty, then addressed the gathering as 
this year's guest speaker. Mark studied at Holmesglen as a 
gardening apprentice in an attempt to combine his two great 
loves - golf and horticulture. He told of his career path from 

apprentice gardener with the City of ·Waverley to his current role 
of Southern Region Account Manger with NuTurf. He noted his 
firm belief in industry sponsorship and support of apprentices 
pointing out that they are the future of the industry and should 
be nurtured. 

Mark encouraged students to look outside the square as far as 
where their skills and qualifications may take them. Using himself 
as an example he noted that as an apprentice he would never 
have believed that he would end up working in sales within the 
industry and loving it. 

Following Mark's comments, awards were presented to 
outstanding students in Parks & Gardens, Nursery, Landscape, Turf 
and Floristry followed by overall Outstanding Student and 
Apprentice awards and Employer awards. 

A nice touch to the afternoon saw both the student's employer 
and sponsor invited to join their student at the lectern to receive 
a certificate and present the student with their prize. 

David Cavagna, winner of the Outstanding Student 2003, in the Diploma of Horticulture (Parks & Gardens), pictured 
with his parents 



Academic Graduation Ceremonies 
The Academic Graduation Ceremonies were held at Kingston City 
Hall on the evenings of Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 26 May. Each 
night, MC Tonya Roberts, introduced Holmesglen Institute of 
TAFE, with a brief history of the Institute. Tonya then engaged 
Bruce Mackenzie in a "Q & A" session asking Bruce questions 
about Holmesglen's future directions and strategy. 

On Tuesday evening the Director presented certificates to 
Diploma graduates from BITC, DAS, HHCS and HHTR. 

The guest speaker for the evening was Mr Adrian Giles, Co 
Founder and Executive Director of Hitwise Pty Ltd. Hitwise 
provides clients with a range of intelligence services to 
understand their online competitive position. Adrian completed 
an Associate Diploma of Business - Computer Programming at 
Holmesglen before going on to a Bachelor of Computing at 
Monash University. 

Adrian spoke about the start his Holmesglen education gave him, 
providing him with the knowledge required to start his own 
business. He noted that his experiences have taught him there are 
no geniuses saying "Big-time CEO's are normal people, they just 
have a different attitude". Adrian urged students to "adopt an 
attitude of confidence, willingness to take risks and to believe in 
yourself in order to achieve your goals". He also encouraged 
students to continue their education. 

The final speaker for the evening was Outstanding Diploma 
Student finalist, Damala Scales. Damala spoke of the immense 
value of her TAFE experience as she now finds herself achieving 
her career aspirations. Damala thanked Holmesglen staff for 
continually encouraging her to achieve her goals. 

On Wednesday evening the Director presented certificates to 
graduates from APT and BSC. Following these presentations a 
group of Holmesglen trade staff from Plumbing and Industrial 
Skills graduating from the Diploma of Vocational Education & 
Training then received their certificates, to enthusiastic applause 
from colleagues. 

The guest speaker for the evening was Dr Glenn Maggs, Principal 
of CWCC. CWCC undertakes research on skills, skills gaps and 
work trends and works with corporate clients on aligning people, 
skills, technology, business processes and outcomes. 

Glenn made quite an entrance as he ran up onto the stage and 
began his lively presentation by introducing himself as the 
"geriatric Rove Live". Glenn's main theme was that graduates can 
create the careers that they want. He mentioned that young 
people with post-secondary qualifications will be increasingly in 

Wednesday's guest speaker, Dr Glenn Maggs, with Denise 
Stevens, Head of Centre for BSC and Mary Faraone, Deputy 
Director - Educational Development & Design 

demand by employers in Australia, due to our aging population. 
"Skills are the currency to allow people to participate and 
advance in the workforce," said Glenn. 

The final speaker for the evening was Outstanding Diploma 
Student finalist, Daniel Fisher. Daniel particularly praised the 
value of practical training offered at TAFE. Daniel credits his 
training at Holmesglen with giving him all he needed to know to 
get into the workforce. He also had some advice for his fellow 
graduates. "Never sell yourself short - you as a TAFE graduate can 
make a valuable contribution to your organisation," Daniel said. 

Frank Virik, Deputy Director, Information Services, closed both 
ceremonies by thanking the staff who had organised the 
evenings, especially Nancy Sequeira, and the Hospitality 
department within HHTR. 

The Hospitality department students and staff worked on the 
menu and preparation for the ceremonies for about 4 weeks, and 
they provided sumptuous catering for 1200 guests per night. 
Hospitality students also worked in partnership with Holmesglen 
Security assisting in the ushering of guests. This arrangement 
proved a success, and also offered the students great experience 
in working on major events. 

Hospitality students working on catering 

Frank Virik, Deputy Director - Information Services, with 
proud Holmesglen Plumbing and Industrial Skills staff 
graduates from the Diploma of VET 



Plumbing & Mechanical Services Awards 
Teaching Centre Manager, Trevor Perry was a jovial Master of 
Ceremonies at the Plumbing and Mechanical Services Award 
night on Thursday 27 May at the Holmesglen Conference Centre. 

Between introductions, Trevor entertained the guests with footy 
jokes and speculation on who was going to win the next match. 
Henry Pook, Head of Centre, Building Industry Training Centre 
(BITC), welcomed guests. 

After entree, guest speaker Ernie Wills introduced himself as a 
plumber, who took a chance in the eighties and now owns a 
company with an annual turnover of fifty million dollars. 

Co-owner of D & E Air Conditioning, Ernie gave an inspirational 
account of how he started out in the industry and offered 
invaluable advice on achieving success in the plumbing industry. 

"I'm a bit of a sportsman, not a very good one. I don't mind 
winning and don't mind losing but I always pursue excellence 
and always give my employees the respect and responsibility they 
deserve," Ernie said. 

The evening's winners at the Plumbing & Mechanical Services Awards 

Right Attitude+ Right Skills= Right Job 
At Business Administration Conference 

The slogan said it all - "Right Attitude+ Right Skills= Right Job". 
This is how the Moorabbin Diploma of Business Administration 
students introduced the event they arranged, to meet their 
conference and meeting competencies this semester. 

The planning for this event began way back in February and over 
the months the students were involved in all the practical aspects 
of staging a "conference." This included finding guest speakers, 
creating all documents with a consistent design, working to a 
budget and seeing to the many small details that are entailed. 
The students also had to liaise with many departments of the 
Institute, including the Timetable Office, Marketing, catering 
suppliers, Media Services, Property Services and Security. 

The conference was held on 12 May and began at 9.30 am with 
registration and coffee. The conference featured three guest 
speakers. First up was Holmesglen's own Dorothy Jackson who 
spoke on further study options, highlighting the work she is 
doing in implementing the new Executive Administration degree. 

Pam Turnbull, currently involved in community adult training 
programs for local government, then spoke on the importance of 

being able to present "the whole package" to a potential 
employer. Pam's display of attractively wrapped parcels and one 
ordinary paper bag was an interesting visual aid to her talk that 
kept everyone guessing. 

Finally Tim Maishman, General Manager - Operations for Ronstan 
International, gave the students an insight into interviews from 
the employer's point of view, with some useful advice on how to 
promote their strengths in an interview. 

The morning was a great success, with approximately sixty 
students and staff from several departments attending. Pam 
Easton, the students' teacher and Practice Firm facilitator, said, 
"It is a great learning experience for the students to actually 
stage an event and be part of its success rather than just reading 
about how it's done in a textbook." 

The Diploma students are to be congratulated on their efforts, 
with special thanks to Jacqui McCooke, a student who took on 
the task of being the Conference Manager for the project and 
did a great job. 

Diploma of Business Admin students thank their conference guest speakers 



Congratulations to winning ceramics students 
Holmesglen ceramics students received two prestigious Pat Emery 
awards in an annual exhibition running between 24 May and 16 
June at the Kiln Gallery Northcote Pottery. 

Lilach Miliekowski, a recent ceramics graduate, won the award and 
received $500, while Jill Anderson, who is currently studying the 
Diploma of Art (Ceramics) was runner-up. Other Holmesglen 
students also exhibited their work. 

Pat Emery was a reputable, well-known potter in the sixties who 
was an active contributor to the Victorian Ceramic Group and 
Potters College based at Warrandyte. In her will, she left provisions 
for an award to encourage emerging artists and recognise 
excellence in artistic works. 

The exhibition, Xposed was organised by the Victorian Ceramic 
Group and the judges included Yoko Hoshino, Jo Francis and 
Alan Wilson. 

Holmesglen purchased Jill's work last year at the Graduating 
Student Exhibition and it is on display in the showcase cabinets 
in Building 8. 

Runner-up, Jill Anderson's work Lilach Miliekowski with her prize winning piece 

Institute Council Minutes - Meeting 3/2004 
Held on Wednesday, 19 May 2004 at 6.30pm, Board Room, Building 8, Chadstone Campus 

WELCOME 

The Acting Chairman welcomed Mr Peter 
Picking and Ms Kerry Martin to their first 
Council meeting. Mr Picking is the newly 
co-opted Council member and Ms 
Martin, a teacher in the Arts and 
Communications department, is the new 
staff representative on Council. 

BUSINESS ARISING: 

Holmesglen Vocational College 
Concept Plan 

The Director brought the Council up to 
date on recent developments regarding 
the Holmesglen Vocational College 
Concept Plan. He said that the 
consultant, Ms Georgie Cane, together 
with Ms Anne Younger of Holmesglen 
Training & Development Services, has 
done an excellent job on the project. 
Secondary school Principals from the 
south-eastern region who attended a 
forum held in the Hemisphere 
Conference Centre in March this year, 
were very supportive and positive of the 
concept. They were relieved that the 
matter was being addressed to assist 15-
19 year olds at risk. 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT: 

The Director reported on the following: 

BuildSmart Sustainable House 

The 'Turning of the Sod' for the 
BuildSmart Sustainable House Project 
occurred on 1 April 2004, with Mr Jim 
Davidson, Director of OTIE, performing 
the task. The Director said that the 
Institute has strong support from 
Burbank Homes and the project should 
prove to be an excellent industry activity. 

TAFE Development Centre 

The government has formed an interim 
committee for the establishment of a 
TAFE Development Centre to focus on 
improving the capability of staff in TAFE 
Institutes. The interim committee has the 
brief of establishing processes for staff to 
access the Centre and to establish 
priorities. 

Election of Staff Representative 

Ms Kerry Martin has been elected as staff 
representative on the Institute Council 
for 2004 for a period of 3 years. Ms 
Martin was the Master of Ceremonies at 
last year's Awards Dinner and would 
perform the same task this year. 

The Director advised that the retiring 
staff representative, Ms Pamela Younes 
has been invited to the Awards Dinner as 
a guest of Council. He thanked Ms 
Younes for her contribution to Council. 

Degrees at Holmesglen 

The degree for Vocational Education 
would be presented to Council at the 
June meeting for approval to forward to 
the accreditation authorities. This would 
be a major milestone in the development 
of the program profile of the Institute. 
The accreditation process was not 
expected to be easy. 

Resignation Of Mr Peter Robertson 

The Director advised that Mr Peter 
Robertson, a member of Council, has 
tendered his resignation from Council. A 
letter to thank Mr Robertson for his 
contribution to the Council has been 
forwarded to him. 

2003 Annual Report 

The 2003 Holmesglen Annual Report was 
tabled at the meeting. The Acting Chair 
commended staff for an excellent 
production. 
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Ne\Ns in brief 

Bring it on! 
Have you heard of The Graduates? 

The Graduates are t he 2004 final-year Event Management 
students at Moorabbin Campus. They are the latest Event 
Managers in your town and are holding a Careers Forum in your 
TAFE!! 

All team members have had experience in areas of event and 
function operations such as The Melbourne Football Club Players 
Ball 2003, Holmesglen 's Moorabbin Campus Open Day 2003, 
Melbourne Business Awards business breakfasts 2003, The 
Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show 2004, The 
2004 Riverside Fun Run (still to come!), and much, much more!! 

The Graduates' major and up coming event for 2004 is the 
"Bring-It-On " Careers Forum to be held on 4 August at the 
Moorabbin Campus Auditorium. This marvellous event is held for 
1st year Events and Tourism students and 2nd year Recreation 
students from both Moorabbin and Chadstone Campuses. 

These lucky students will be blown away with guest speakers, an 
incredible afternoon tea, funky show bags that can't be beaten, 
door prizes, and even some surprise entertainment. 

Early Bird registration costs $15.00 (ending 25 June) or entry costs 
$20.00 for on the day registrations. Th is will be an unforgettable 
event for sure!! For additional information email: 
bringitonholmes@hotmail .com. 

Welcome to Name 
HASSAN, Ye liz 

New Staff ... HAW KE, Alicia 
JOHNSON, Andrew 
NG UYEN, Toa n 

Farewell to ... Name 
DALEY, Jessica 
DELBRIDG E, An nabelle 
FALLON, Kat rina 
FLE MING, Ka ren 
FRAS ER, Peter 
GRIFFI N, Peter 
HUTCHESON , Jenny 
JUWONO, Rea nd ra 
LYALL, Ashley 
NORTON, George 
TAYLOR, Shannyn 
VLASS, Tina 
WINBANKS, Annette 
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Tax Help is Back 
A Tax Help Centre again in 2004. 

Holmesglen will be a Tax Help Centre again in 2004. Accounting 
students will be undergoing training to be Tax Help Volunteers 
on 22 June. 

The students should be ready to assist students and staff to lodge 
simple tax returns in Semester 2. This year the service will be 
offered on Friday afternoons. 

Stay tuned for further details soon .. . 

Wine Tasting 
Monday 21 st June, Chadstone Campus 

Students from the Hospitality Department have selected a range 
of wines for staff to taste. 

The wine tasting will be held on Monday 21 June from 4.30pm in 
Building 8. Cost is $5. 

For more information contact Peter Horman, ext 6237. 

Position ent 
Admi nistrative Assi Holmesgler 
Admi nistrative Offi< 

Learning Maintenance CarpE 
Secreta ry/ Admi nistr Commons 

Centre/Departme1 
Hospita lity 
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Solid Plasterin g 
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Nursery 
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