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The Holmesglen Moorabbin campus was abuzz 
when Premier Daniel Andrews and Minister for 
Training and Skills Steven Herbert visited to 
announce their $50 million TAFE Back to Work 
Fund on Tuesday 24 March.

Premier Andrews’ arrival was met with audible 
excitement from the students, as he walked 
through the canteen area with Holmesglen Chief 
Executive Mary Faraone. 

The fund has been established to help 
Vocational and Higher Education Institutes 
build partnerships with industry in six growth 
sectors of the economy, as identified by the 
Labor Government. Institutes will be allowed to 
apply for one-off grants to develop and expand 
programs in these key areas.

“This fund will allow TAFE’s to better meet 
the training needs of businesses that hire 
unemployed youth, the long-term unemployed

and retrenched workers, as part of the Back to 
Work Scheme”, said Minster Herbert.

Before official proceedings started, Minister 
Herbert, took time to walk around the refurbished 
areas within Holmesglen Moorabbin, including 
the recently renovated Building 4, to see 
students at work in the hospitality, biotechnology 
and electrical areas.

The TAFE Back to Work Fund announcement was 
made in Holmesglen’s new electrical workshop, 
with plenty of media, students and staff 
eagerly watching on. Once the formalities were 
completed, Premier Andrews stopped to chat and 
even take ‘selfies’ with some of the students. 

Holmesglen is already set to receive $8 million 
to upgrade workshops and facilities, ensuring 
the ability to offer the best training possible to 
students, now and into the future.
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L-R: Local MP Nick Staikos, Minister Steven Herbert, Mary Faraone and Premier Daniel Andrews 
with Holmesglen students.

Premier of Victoria and 
Minster for Training and 
Skills visit Holmesglen



I am pleased to announce that the Institute has been successful in the national tender to provide 
small business management training under the New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS). The new NEIS 
agreement is valued at $15M over five years.

The Institute has provided a submission to the VET Funding Review and the key message is, that if the 
government wants a strong and sustainable TAFE provider network, then it needs to ensure that TAFEs 
operate on a level playing field with private providers. As such, differentiation in industrial relations, 
compliance governance and depreciation of assets, need to be considered as part of a new funding 
model. Whilst we welcome the Review, implementation of Review findings will not be realised until 2017.

It was wonderful to see the Premier, the Hon. Daniel Andrews and the Hon. Steve Herbert, Minister for 
Training and Skills visit the Moorabbin Campus on Tuesday 24 March – to announce the new $50M TAFE 
back to Work Fund, which provides one-off funding to support the Victorian Government’s Back to Work 
Plan, to grow jobs and get people back to work. The Institute will tender for these funds.

I am conducting a CE Forum at each Campus from 15 – 17 April, to discuss the Institute’s revised 
Strategic Plan 2015 – 2017 and Key Priorities 2015, and to discuss informally, the Victorian  
vocational sector.

I am attending the Victorian Government delegation to Latin America from 19 April – 2 May. The delegation 
is being led by the Hon. Steve Herbert, Minister for Training and Skills and aims to promote Victorian 
TAFEs and Universities to the region and stimulate international education opportunities.

Mary Faraone
Chief Executive

Message from the 
Chief Executive
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The Victorian Government, Holmesglen Institute and Total Energy 
Solutions Australia (TES) are very happy to be bringing new energy 
control measures to Holmesglen, throughout our Chadstone, 
Moorabbin and Waverley Campuses. TES completed a detailed work 
study and are now implementing those works.

In summary the works that are being undertaken comprise of: 
• Lighting replacement, retrofit and re-lamping
• Heating Ventilation & Cooling (HVAC) upgrades
• BMS upgrade and retro-commissioning of the

Building Automation System (BAS) in various buildings
• Combined Heating & Power (CHP) Cogeneration Systems
• Upgrading of various hot water boilers
• Variable Speed Drives (VSD’s) & Motors
• Expanding existing rain water tanks reticulation
• Installation of window solar film.

It is now a very busy time in the project, as we will be seeing the 
arrival in the next month of our new Cogeneration Plants and a new 
highly efficient chiller. We have had over 75% of our lighting already 
upgraded and numerous Boilers for our heating systems installed. 

A new building management system (Aurora by Alerton Australia) 
has been installed and we plan not only to manage and monitor our 
equipment, but will also be implementing a student training program 
to allow students to learn the finer points of building automation.

Property Services & Security of Holmesglen Institute are working 
closely with TES to make sure these works help Holmesglen to 
become a more efficient and comfortable place to learn.   

Smoke Free at Holmesglen is a health initiative aimed at creating a 
healthy, safe and positive environment for work and study.

Why is Holmesglen working towards going Smoke Free?

• Smoking is a major cause of preventable disease and death
in Australia

• There is no level of exposure to second hand smoke that is free
of risk. Scientific and medical evidence shows that exposure to
second hand smoke cause’s disease

• Smoking bans and restrictions support smokers who are trying
to quit and help reduce overall cigarette consumption

• Smoke Free environments help to reduce the health effects of
smoking, creating a safe and healthy environment.

Designated smoking areas are 
effective from 
Monday 13 April

Smoke Free at Holmesglen

Efficient Government 
Buildings Project

89% …are non-smokers

80% …support  the implementation of designated smoking areas
as a transition to a Smoke Free Institute

88% …believe that people have the right to breathe smoke free air

Holmesglen values the health and wellbeing of staff, students and 
visitors. Passive smoking or exposure to second hand smoke does 
affect the health of both the non-smoker and smoker.

Designated Smoking Areas are effective from 13 April 2015.

Further information on Smoke Free at Holmesglen can be found on 
the staff intranet under About Us.

Last year a survey titled “Smoke Free @ Holmesglen” was sent 
to all staff. Response to the survey was excellent and results 
show that Holmesglen is ready to transition to a Smoke Free 
study and work environment.
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Future Broadcasters meet 
Top Journalist
Diploma of Screen and Media (Radio and TV) students relished the 
opportunity to gain insight and advice when Beverley O’Connor, one of 
Australia’s most renowned media personalities, visited the Chadstone 
campus earlier in the year.

Ms O’Connor is a long-time professional associate of Holmesglen, 
having been the MC at many awards nights and events for the 
Institute. She graciously agreed to an interview in the Chadstone 
campus radio studio followed by a Q&A in the classroom where she 
shared her insight and experiences and offered this piece of practical 
advice to students seeking a career in the media industry, “It’s a 
tough industry and there are loads of people who want to do it so 
you’ve got to be very persistent and you’ve got to keep on knocking 
on doors.”

Ms O’Connor began her media career after studying a Diploma of 
Speech and Drama. She then undertook a graduate cadetship which 
led her to a job with the ABC. Since then, she has gone on to work for 
both ABC radio and television, Seven Network, Nova Entertainment 
and currently she is the presenter of The World on ABC NEWS 24. 
Beverley is a keen sports enthusiast and outside of broadcasting, 
she was the first female director of the Melbourne Football Club and 
the first female to hold a vice-presidency role with an AFL club.

The South African born newsreader has a reputation for her uncanny 
ability to pronounce foreign names and places that most of us would 
find extremely intimidating to even attempt to say. Coincidentally 
the 2014 Diploma of Screen and Media (Radio and TV) class has 
the highest concentration of international students in its history, 
and students were delighted to hear the media veteran tackle the 
pronunciation of their classmates names when presented with 
the challenge. When asked how she learnt to pronounce such 
complicated words Ms O’Connor told the class, “Interestingly, when 
I first started doing the ceremonies here at Holmesglen there was a 
wonderful teacher that you had that is no longer here. He would sit 
with me and we would go through the phonetic pronunciation and he 
taught me how to say a lot of those names.”

It was a valuable and unique experience for students to be able to 
engage with an industry professional, let alone a veteran in the field. 
Ms O’Connor left the class with some parting advice, “I want you to 
really think about why you want to do it. What is your passion? What 
is it that excites you about this job? Unfortunately there are a lot of 
people that want it for their fifteen minutes of fame, it’s not about 
fame, in fact, and it’s not about you. It’s about the world and the 
people out there and the stories that have to be told.”

Submitted by Kathleen O’Brien. Story written by Luke Alderton, 2014 Student of the Diploma of Screen and Media (Radio & TV)
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February and March have been exceptionally busy up at Eildon. There 
have been numerous student and staff groups visit, as well two 
weddings and our ‘End of Summer Days’ event which saw 70 guests 
enjoy food, wine and entertainment.

Kellie Wolle our Activities leader has been very busy hosting 
numerous student groups including Carpentry pre-apprentices, ABT, 
Sport and Recreation, Bachelor of Hospitality and Vocational College 
for a variety of outdoor recreation activities. 

These visits allowed students to get to know their class mates and 
move outside their comfort zone. They participated in activities such 
as abseiling, rock climbing, bush walking, fishing, rafting, archery, 
ropes courses and yabbying.

The Sport and Recreation department had an orientation camp that 
enabled students to gain hands on experience running coaching 
sessions along with a combination of bike riding, low ropes and the 
leadership challenge of raft building. 

The Arboriculture students also spent a week at Eildon scaling the 
trees as they refined their skills with their teachers Kia Martin and 
Jo Harris. These students always work very hard whilst they are up at 
Eildon and thoroughly enjoy it when meal times come around!

As well as student groups we have also hosted four internal 
management conferences – the Ducere Holmesglen workshop, 
the BEPD conference, the International Centre Conference and the 
Leadership group managed to get away to discuss key issues just 
prior to Easter.

Forward bookings are looking strong – so if you haven’t yet booked 
your student group or staff conference in for this year, please contact 
us soon.

Submitted by Rozanne Lawton – Manager RLC

Mother’s Day Luncheon

Sunday 10 May 2015

12.30-4pm

$55 per adult - three courses

$25 per child (6-12 years) - two courses

Children under 5 years free of charge

Accommodation options are available if  

you would like to stay the night and enjoy 

our surrounds. 

Please visit holmesglen.edu.au/eildon 

for more information.

Upcoming Events

Holmesglen 
at Eildon
Rural Learning Centre & Conference Retreat



Holmesglen Wins Gold at 
the Melbourne International 
Flower & Garden Show
Holmesglen has won the Gold Floral Design Award at the 2015 
Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show (MIFGS).

The Great Hall of flowers was filled with stunning floral exhibits and 
Holmesglen’s entry, Metamorphosis, stood out with its vibrant conch-
shaped trilogy. The structures were intricately woven into 3D forms 
from willow branches, with texture and form created by the addition of 
grape vines, wisteria and lichen covered branches. The inner curves 
were covered in crimson Gloriosa Lily, burgundy Cymbidium orchids 
and lime green Anthurium.

Much of the material for the structures was sourced from an old 
apple orchard on the Mornington Peninsula by Floristry staff members 
Valerie Barber and Carmel Giarratana.

“We wanted to demonstrate the rebirth of these amazing organic 
materials into new structural forms,” said Certificate III in Floristry 
teacher Carmel Giarrantana.

Over 40 Certificate III in Floristry students and five Floristry staff were 
involved in putting the display together over two days, prior to MIFGS 
opening to the public. 

“We wanted students to experience the excitement of being part of 
the competition. Students were rostered on in groups of six to eight 
to assist with all aspects of setting up the display – from humble 
stripping of foliage, right though to placement of flowers and foliage 
and final detailing of the design,” said Ms Gianrrantana.

The structure shapes were designed by Certificate III student 
Susanna De Santis and made by the Furniture and Carpentry 
departments. The final construction details of the base shapes were 
carried out by members of the Horticulture staff at Waverley campus, 
including Ken Hodge, Anton Beudel and Rob Stewart.

Held at the Royal Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens, the Show 
(now in its 20th year) is the largest and most significant award 
ceremony for the horticulture industry in the Southern Hemisphere. 
With attendance over the five-day event in excess of 110,000 
international, national and local horticultural enthusiasts, it continues 
to proudly showcase premier landscape and floristry design talent. 

“We are so impressed with the calibre of designs in both the Great 
Hall of Flowers and Show Garden Avenue this year. The Awards 
showcase the industry’s most exceptional talent and this year was no 
different… they’ve really raised the benchmark in what is a landmark 
year for MIFGS as we celebrate our 20th show” said MIFGS Event 
Manager, Ms Kathleen Rushford. 

Holmesglen had an extremely successful MIFGS and would like  
to congratulate all staff and students for their hard work, vision 
and dedication.

Nicola Muston, Lysaght Landscaper of the Year. 
“WSUD meet the Water Wizard Garden”.

Achievable Gardens second place winners Clare, Veronica 
and Jo.
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Awards Winners 
from Holmesglen

GOLD FLORAL DISPLAY

Holmesglen Certificate III in Floristry students

VIGNETTE WINDOW DISPLAYS

5th Place, Certificate III in Floristry students

ACHIEVABLE GARDENS

2nd Place - ‘Urban Oasis’. Clare Mesenberg, 

Veronica Bosque and Jo Zorzi, 

LYSAGHT LANDSCAPER OF THE YEAR

Nicola Muston, Diploma of Horticulture

Thanks to:
Floristry staff – Valerie Barber, Sandra Lutke, Rachael Dumonic, 
Christie Young and Carmel Giarratana

Horticulture staff – Ken Hodge, Anton Beudel, John Bowman, 
Rob Stewart, Sally Tulloch, Heike Barker and Fiona Hurst

Head of Department – Liz Jansz

All Certificate III in Floristry students
‘Urban Oasis’ by Clare Mesenberg, Veronica Bosque and 
Jo Zorzi.

Gold medal winning creation, Metamorphosis.
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