
Saluting Achievement

Well known Melbourne journalist and broadcaster, Beverley O’Connor 
was the Master of Ceremonies for the evening who presided over the 
festivities. 

There were a total of 32 finalists across ten categories. Each finalist 
was nominated by their department in recognition of their outstanding 
achievements during 2014. The winners were selected after each 
nominated student or staff member underwent an interview process 
with a category selection panel. 

Winners received cash prizes, whilst runners up were given a range of 
many beautiful gifts to commemorate their achievements.

Holmesglen’s Awards Festival is a unique event in the vocational 
and higher education sector. It acknowledges and celebrates the 
enormous contribution made by Holmesglen students and staff to the 
community and academic world at large.
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AWARDS EDITION

Mary Faraone with Outstanding Higher Education 
award winner, Dagny Yznaga Gaerste

Holmesglen’s 18th Annual Awards Festival Dinner was held at the Park Hyatt 
on Friday 20 March 2015. Guests to the event included award finalists and 
their guests, Holmesglen staff and industry representatives who gathered to 
celebrate the achievements of students, staff and industry.

STUDENT AWARD WINNERS 

2014 Outstanding VCAL Student 
Lauren Grimwood & Luke Crisfield

2014 Outstanding Apprentice 
Richard Pierce

2014 Outstanding Certificate Student 
Nicole Lanyon

2014 Outstanding Diploma Student 
Luke Alderton

2014 Outstanding Higher Education Student 
Dagny Yznaga Gaerste 

2014 Encouragement Award 
Ben Tamplin,Mudir Komi & Ben Taylor

STAFF AWARD WINNERS

2014 Administrative Excellence Award 
Corey Dewhurst & Marilou Fisher

2014 Teaching & Educational Excellence Award 
Linda Dennison

INDUSTRY/EMPLOYER CERTIFICATE  
OF APPRECIATION 

Australian Defence Force
Electrical Electronic Industry Training Ltd
United Tools, Tool Centre McKinnon  
Victorian Police Academy 

BRUCE MACKENZIE FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Emmy Pham
David Medlicott
Greg O'Shea
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Lauren Grimwood
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

Throughout her secondary schooling, Lauren 
encountered barriers that affected her studies. 
Losing motivation, Lauren started looking into 
alternative pathways to complete her VCE. After 
coming across Holmesglen’s VCAL program, 
Lauren knew right away that this would be 
what she needed to get her confidence and 
motivation back.

During her senior year at the Vocational College, 
Lauren demonstrated high levels of enthusiasm 
and commitment to her work. As a part of her 
voluntary work component Lauren showed 
initiative, a capacity to work independently and 
a generous attitude towards the community. 
She was a leader within her group, keeping the 
other students focused and collectively driven 
until the completion of each task. 

Lauren thoroughly enjoyed the relaxed, 
hands on environment she discovered at 
Holmesglen’s Vocational College.

Having found a passion for business and event 
management during her senior studies, Lauren 
would like to put these skills to use in one day 
owning her own café.

Luke Crisfield
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

When Luke commenced studies with 
Holmesglen’s Vocational College, he had 
previously been away from education for 
approximately 18 months. Despite this hiatus 
in his education, he demonstrated a willingness 
to return to his studies and remained highly 
motivated as he progressed through VCAL 
Intermediate and VCAL Senior.

Luke excelled during his time at the Vocational 
College, taking on leadership roles at camps 
and excursions (assisting with their smooth 
execution and encouraging his peers to both 
attend and participate). A big highlight for 
Luke was the Scotchman’s Creek revegetation 
project. He showed initiative during the project 
and took responsibility for the success of his 
team and the work they performed. Luke’s 
success in the revegetation project has given 
him newfound confidence and direction.

After discovering a strong passion for the 
outdoors, plants and gardens, Luke plans 
on one day living on a farm and owning his 
own nursery. 

AWARDS FESTIVAL 
2015 WINNERS

Richard Pierce 
Certificate III Plumbing

A career in plumbing appears to have been fait 
accompli for Richard. Years prior to starting his 
apprenticeship, Richard was shopping for the 
perfect wedding ring when he was drawn to a 
beautifully unique titanium one. The jeweller 
looked at him knowingly and told him that only 
plumbers chose that style. Though he ended 
up opting for a gold ring instead, Richard did 
indeed find himself knee deep in a plumbing 
career all these years later!

Never one to back down from a challenge, 
Richard excelled during his time at Holmesglen. 
When he was made redundant in his final year 
he chose to accelerate his studies, finishing his 
apprenticeship early and successfully finding 
new employment.

Richard loves working on smaller residential 
projects and the obstacles they present, which 
allow him to focus on a solution. He finds the 
interaction with clients and the satisfaction of 
seeing them happy with a job a driving force to 
his work.

Richard is planning to move to Southern NSW 
with his wife to build an environmentally friendly 
house and start his own plumbing business.

VCAL 
Student Winner

Apprentice 
Student Winner

VCAL 
Student Winner
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Luke Alderton
Diploma of Screen and Media 
(Radio and TV)

Growing up in rural NSW, before spending ten 
years on the Gold Coast, Luke always knew that 
Melbourne’s renowned arts, culture and music 
scene was a natural fit for him. 

A passionate and dedicated student, Luke’s 
hard work was rewarded through unique 
placement opportunities with ABC Radio 
Mildura, Working Dog Productions and Triple R’s 
Off The Record program, where he remains a 
team member alongside host and Holmesglen 
teacher, Brian Wise. 

After finishing Dux of his class, Luke channelled 
all he had learned into securing work in 
the extremely competitive media industry, 
landing a role with Foxtel’s ESPN, a Seven 
West Media company.

Luke predicts that media companies will 
continue to diversify in the future with roles 
expanding to require cross industry skill sets. 
He hopes to move into radio production, where 
he can continue to be creative and use his 
organisational and leadership qualities.

Luke’s advice to anyone wanting to chase 
their career dreams is to be bold, courageous 
and know that you can achieve what you set 
out to achieve.

Dagny Armando  
Yznaga Gaerste
Bachelor of Business (Accounting)

Born and raised in Venezuela, Dagny moved 
to Australia in 2011 in order to start a better 
life for himself and his young daughter. From a 
family of accountants, he was certain that this 
was the career path that he wanted to follow as 
well. Knowing little about Australian educational 
Institutes, Dagny felt an instant connection when 
he saw the Holmesglen brochure.

Throughout his studies Dagny made 
the most of his time at Holmesglen. He 
represented Holmesglen at CPA Australia as 
a student ambassador (a very prestigious 
role for accounting students), built excellent 
relationships with his teachers and sang the 
National Anthem at Holmesglen’s Graduation 
Ceremonies this year.

Alongside of his CPA commitments and 
maintaining excellent academic results, 
Dagny also held down three jobs, participated 
in martial arts competitions, was an active 
member of the Venezuelan Association of 
Australia and performed at a variety of opera 
and classical singing events.

Dagny’s goal is to undertake his CPA 
qualification and work in the corporate social 
responsibility area of accounting.

Diploma 
Student Winner

Higher Education 
Student Winner

Nicole Lanyon 
Certificate IV in  
Small Business Management 

After being diagnosed with breast cancer at 
38, Nicole’s whole world was turned upside 
down. Without pausing for breath, Nicole had to 
immediately stop working and fight her battle. 
Nicole held her head high through countless 
medical appointments, treatments, hair loss 
and a mastectomy.

When her scars had healed, Nicole knew it was 
time to go to a lingerie store to be fitted for a 
prosthetic bra. Her experience was frustratingly 
disappointing due to the limited range available 
to her. It was then that Nicole made the 
decision to change the post-surgery lingerie 
world into one boasting youthful, pretty, and 
feminine mastectomy bras. 

To achieve her newfound mission, Nicole 
enrolled in Holmesglen’s Small Business 
Management program to develop her business 
goals. An outstanding student, Nicole gained 
many valuable skills and wrote a fantastic 
business plan, which formed 95% of her course 
assessment. 

Nicole is now living a cancer free life, forging 
ahead with her business Nicolette for Women 
– the first Australian company to produce this 
sort of bra. 

Certificate 
Student Winner

#holmesglenawards 



Corey Dewhurst
Rural Learning Centre

Corey Dewhurst’s name is synonymous with 
the Rural Learning Centre, Holmesglen’s 
accommodated conference centre based at 
Eildon. He is the face of the front of house team, 
but it is his extraordinary customer service 
skills and his passion for his job which ensures 
that he is remembered by all who attend the 
impressive conferencing facility.

Corey has a deep knowledge of and commitment 
to the local food sector and is a member of 
the Goulburn Valley Food Group. His tireless 
championing of local produce has played a big 
role in developing the Rural Learning Centre’s 
philosophy and commitment to local food. He 
plays an important part in contributing to the 
RLC kitchen garden and its seasonal produce.

Corey enjoys interacting with both the staff 
professional development groups who attend 
RLC, but also takes great pride in ensuring that 
students have a great experience at Eildon. A 
natural networker, Corey has a talent for building 
stakeholder engagement and will always go the 
extra mile for RLC guests – from all walks of life.

A stay at RLC is made forever memorable by 
Corey’s great sense of fun and ability to retain 
knowledge of many return staff and student 
special requirements.

Marilou Fisher
Electrical and Engineering Department

Marilou’s outstanding service and initiative, 
particularly with regard to the implementation of 
the new student management system, earned 
her this nomination from her manager and 
peers.

A natural team leader with a positive “can do” 
attitude ensures that Marilou prioritises and 
processes the required workload efficiently. 
She is a fast learner and adapts quickly to 
new technologies. Her strong understanding 
of Holmesglen procedures and willingness to 
interpret and implement new streamlined and 
efficient processes makes her a role model 
within her faculty.  

Marilou has a proven record of contributing 
positively to team dynamics and working in a 
collaborative manner. Her ability to maintain 
a productive and organised office workflow is 
highly valued by management, teachers and 
students alike. Marilou leads by example and 
is always willing to assist others in the team. 
Her name features often in learner feedback 
responses, as she is always willing to help 
students with their enrolments, IT or employer 
issues, and is respectful of others and 
conscious of cultural diversity.

Linda Dennison
Faculty of Language & Vocational Pathways
(Vocational College)

Linda has been the driving force behind the 
International Youth Resilience Survey and 
the Family Violence Community project (in 
conjunction with Victoria Police and the Salvation 
Army) within Vocational College. She has also 
submitted an application to the City of Kingston 
grants program for a coffee and food cart  
for community volunteering and charity 
fundraising purposes.

In the Family Violence community project, 
the VCAL Business students developed an 
advertising campaign with the slogan “It’s not 
on – say no to family violence”.
The coffee cart project, if successful in gaining 
council funds, will see Vocational College 
students take the cart to local retirement homes 
where they will be able to interact with elderly 
citizens. The cart is also envisioned to be used 
to support the homeless youth in Kingston.

Linda has championed each of these projects 
purely for the benefit of students and their 
community engagement. Her passion and 
determination, coupled with her business and 
marketing skill set make her an extraordinary 
teacher, one many students name as their most 
outstanding during their time at Holmesglen.

Awards Festival 2015 Saluting Achievement

Administrative 
Excellence Winner

Teaching & Educational 
Excellence Winner

AWARDS FESTIVAL 
2015 WINNERS

Administrative 
Excellence Winner
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#holmesglenawards 

Mudir Komi
Certificate II in Spoken and Written English

Mudir arrived in Australia in December 2012. 
He started at Holmesglen in January 2013 with 
no knowledge of English, and since then has 
successfully completed the preliminary course 
in Spoken and Written English as well as the 
Certificate II in Spoken and Written English and a 
Certificate I in General Education for Adults. 

After his parents passed away in Sudan, Mudir 
travelled to Australia as a refugee with his two 
sisters, where they were adopted by their aunt 
and uncle. Joseph Koudi, his uncle and former 
Holmesglen student, brought the siblings to 
Holmesglen as he himself had learned to read 
and write English with the support he received 
from Holmesglen’s excellent teachers.

Mudir has overcome the trauma of war and 
torture, migrated to a new country, learned a 
new language and become an active member 
of Australian society. He has been a true 
inspiration, a great motivator to the class and 
joy to teach. Through hard work and dedication 
Mudir has gained employment and is able to 
assist with supporting his family.

In the future, Mudir would like to undertake  
further study to become an automotive 
mechanic or an electrician.

Ben Tamplin
VCAL Foundation/Certificate I  
in Work Education

Ben is a creative and enthusiastic student 
who has worked very hard to achieve his best 
over the past two years. He has volunteered 
with Kingston Youth Services magazine, KYSS, 
designing the graphic layouts throughout 2013 
and 2014.  He also volunteered backstage for 
the transition education theatre productions, 
working in stage management and props. Ben 
also created the layout design for the Work 
Education Yearbook.

Strongly committed to learning and personal 
growth, Ben organised guest speakers from the 
Red Cross Blood Bank and Zoe Belle Gender 
Centre so that fellow students could broaden 
their knowledge of community organisations.

Ben is a diligent student who is willing to try new  
things and is always encouraging to others.  
He secured a part time job at Officeworks 
following a work placement there. Ben has 
also completed a Certificate III in Information 
Technology – Game Creation. He is currently 
continuing his studies in Digital Media at 
Holmesglen.

Encouragement 
Award

Encouragement 
Award
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INDUSTRY/EMPLOYER 
CERTIFICATE OF 
APPRECIATION

Australian 
Defence Force
The Hospitality, Cookery and Bakery Department 
has a five year contract to deliver training to 
the Australian Defence Force. This agreement 
involves the delivery of: ten groups of Certificate 
III in Commercial Cookery, Certificate III in 
Hospitality to five groups of stewards, and a 
selection of Certificate IV units to intermediate 
chefs. The contract is currently in the second 
year of delivery.

The courses are delivered over a 19 week 
intensive period to all three services – Army, 
Navy and Air Force, at the conclusion of which 
students graduate in a formal ceremony prior to 
being posted to various bases and ships around 
Australia and overseas. There are currently 210 
students enrolled into full time study with a 
further 70 in part time units.

The ADF has a strong commitment to training 
and understands the significance of developing 
an efficient and effective workforce. The contract 
has brought the additional benefit of having 
Holmesglen staff represented on the ADF 
training advisory board, where they assist in 
the design of future courses. Additionally, the 
ADF has provided professional development 
opportunities for Holmesglen staff to undertake 
ship visits, attend ADF Division days and visit 
external field kitchens. 

Electrical Electronic  
Industry Training Ltd
The partnership between EEIT and Holmesglen, 
established in 2009, has seen the delivery of 
training in renewable energy, energy efficiency 
and photovoltaic installation to 250 electricians 
and electrical contractors.

Training for the NBN rollout and data 
communication installation targeting the 
construction, manufacturing and power 
industries was added to the suite of products 
targeted at EEIT members. In 2014, Holmesglen 
partnered with EEIT to support displaced 
redundant electricians in the automotive, 
manufacturing and power industries.

Holmesglen holds the role as the EEIT’s 
preferred training provider and RTO and has 
a position on their Board of Directors to 
enable greater interaction between the two 
organisations. Similarly, Graeme Watson 
has held a long standing membership of the 
Holmesglen Electrical Department’s Industry 
Advisory Board. This is vital for the industry 
engagement and endorsement role required 
for the development of courses offered by 
Holmesglen’s Engineering Department.

United Tools
Tool Centre McKinnon
Tool Centre McKinnon has been nominated 
for this award based on its long standing 
commitment to Holmesglen’s Carpentry 
Department. Over the past 13 years Tool Centre 
McKinnon has sponsored the Holmesglen 
Carpentry Department Awards with an 
impressive range of tools, which are presented 
to outstanding apprentices at their annual 
award events. 

The prizes are tools of the highest quality and 
are generous in quantity as well as quality. 
Laurie and Terence from Tool Centre McKinnon 
attend the function each year and take pride in 
presenting the prizes with the same enthusiasm 
as they demonstrated at the first function. Tool 
Centre McKinnon has also been a sponsor of 
the Holmesglen Charity Golf Day. 

They happily provide Holmesglen specific 
discounts to all trade students and support 
the department in the supply, servicing and 
repair of departmental tools. 
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Victorian 
Police Academy
The Victorian Police Academy runs a “Role Player 
Program” which has provided Advanced Diploma 
of Justice students the opportunity to participate 
in a unique career enhancing training program 
at the Police Academy over the past four years. 
The program covers the relevant knowledge, 
skills and attitudes required to play the part of 
witnesses, victims and perpetrators in a range of 
criminal scenarios.  

Once trained, students can elect to be part of 
the Victorian Police program for the duration 
of their two year course, or as their practical 
placement in their final year. The program has 
trained over 100 students since its inception. 
Students gain a rare insight into the training 
and assessment of police recruits and over 
the past four years, Holmesglen students have 
been highly successful in achieving subsequent 
employment within the justice system as police 
officers, protective service officers, local laws 
officers, paralegal workers and court registrars.  
 
Victoria Police have consistently provided guest 
speakers for our courses and accept two justice 
students per placement block.  

Outstanding VCAL Student
Cash prize of $2,000*

Outstanding Apprentice
Cash prize of $3,000*

Outstanding Certificate Student
Cash prize of $3,000*

Outstanding Diploma Student
Cash prize of $3,000*

Outstanding Higher Education Student
Cash prize of $3,000*

Encouragement
Cash prize of $500

Outstanding Staff
Prize to the value of $2,000 per person*

Industry/Employer Appreciation
Trophy

Bruce Mackenzie Fellowship
Educational development up to the  
value of $30,000*

*Prizes may be shared in the event of a joint winner.

Award 
Winner 
Prizes
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The Awards Festival now in its 18th year is a wonderful celebration of students’ achievements, 
staff excellence and industry collaboration and partnerships. It also a time to celebrate the role 
Holmesglen, as a public provider, plays in the community and the wider Victorian economy. The 
work we do is important, it is important to the individual students, it is important to industry, the 
enterprise workplace and the government in ensuring a skilled workforce for the future. I think I 
speak for the staff and the Board in also saying that what we do is important to each of us. I am 
proud to say I work in TAFE and at Holmesglen.

Last week at the Graduation Ceremony one graduate, out of over 500, received a standing 
ovation.  He was 83 and was graduating with a Diploma of Laboratory Technology. It was one of 
those great spontaneous moments, he was humbled with all the attention but what was felt in 
the room was a palpable sense of encouragement and pride for his achievement, he is the face of 
life-long learning.

Last year one of our students was one of four finalists for the 2014 Victorian Apprentice Award 
and each year out students win awards but more importantly their education provides them with 
opportunities for personal, social and career growth.

I was honoured recently to a attend a dinner with Julia Gillard, former prime minister of Australia 
to discuss the importance of education in providing opportunities for personal, social and 
career growth. In particular, given the work she is doing for the United Nations we discussed the 
importance of educational opportunities for the disadvantaged peoples in the world, in particular 
in Africa. Both here and internationally education is recognised as the single most important 
factor in developing social cohesion and social inclusion and in developing high functioning 
communities. A clear message from the dinner and the 10 people sitting around the table was 
that education has the power to transform peoples lives, sometimes in small ways, sometimes 
significantly, and sometimes it just creeps up on you.

The education and training sector is volatile at present with reviews aplenty here in Victoria 
and major changes at the federal level in relation to VET FEE HELP and the debate of public 
funding contributing to private profits.  TAFE as the public provider is important to the Andrews 
government here in Victoria and whilst the government has no plans to reverse the current 
contestable funding environment, we are hopeful of a more level playing field.

What we need to do is focus on our core business of teaching and learning and ensuring quality 
outcomes, and continue to innovate and capitalise on opportunities for growth and brand 
recognition.  We have identified five key strategic themes to drive the institute’s activities for the 
next three years.  They are to be student focussed, responsive, ambitious and enterprising, linked 
and engaged, and sustainable. We believe these five key strategic themes will focus the institute 
on the factors to enhance success.

Congratulations to all the award finalists and recipients and I wish them and all our students the 
best for the future. 

Mary Faraone
Chief Executive

Message from the 
Chief Executive
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The Bruce Mackenzie Fellowship is funded by the Holmesglen 
Institute Board, and is awarded annually to a member or members of 
Holmesglen’s staff in honour of Bruce Mackenzie’s contribution  
to the development of the Institute over 33 years.

The Fellowship reflects the Institute’s commitment to the 
development of staff and the belief that high performing 
organisations succeed by investing in their people. 
Holmesglen’s former Chief Executive, Mr Bruce Mackenzie  
presented this award at the 2015 Awards dinner on Friday 20 March. 

The first recipient of the fellowship was Ms Emmy Pham, Course 
Leader, Graduate Programs, Faculty of Business, Design and 
Information Technology. Emmy’s project will review the consistency, 
reliability and comparability of assessment judgement. It will also 
compare the moderation policies and practices of Australian Higher 
Education Providers to further develop benchmarking, scholarship 
and workforce development opportunities nationally  
and internationally.  

Emmy is an excellent example of success through study pathways. 
Starting as an international student in a Holmesglen Diploma of 
Accounting, she progressed through a Charles Sturt Bachelor of 
Business at Holmesglen, then completed her Masters in Accounting 
at Monash University. Gaining industry experience before returning to 
Holmesglen to teach, she later became Course Leader for the CSU 
programs. Emmy is currently undertaking the Certified Practicing 
Accounting Professional Program with CPA Australia as well as doing 
her Ph.D in Education part time with Monash University.

The second Bruce Mackenzie Fellowship was awarded to Mr David 
Medlicott. David holds the position of Senior Systems Administrator 
in the Technology Services Department.

His project will research, develop and implement a plan for a 
virtualised desktop environment at Holmesglen, which will enable 
staff to seamlessly access a working environment while working 
onsite or remotely and will also enable students to learn remotely  
on any device.

Benefits of the project will include reducing the cost of desktop 
deployment, extending the boundary of classrooms, increased staff 
flexibility and productivity and deployment of the virtual desktop to 
remote sites such as Eildon and Bulli Street.
Part of the project will enable David to attend the VM World 
Conference in San Francisco in August 2015 and undertake 
specialised training for VMWare in Australia.

The third recipient of the Bruce Mackenzie Fellowship was awarded 
to Mr Greg O’Shea, Head of Department, Hospitality Cookery and 
Bakery; Faculty of Education, Service Skills and Environment. 

Greg has more than 15 years of experience in the hospitality industry 
and has been instrumental in procuring the contract for training 
the Australian Defence Force as well as the Cordon Bleu contract.  
Greg’s fellowship allocation will enable him to undertake two units in 
the Master of Business Administration through Deakin University.
Greg’s chosen units are in Entrepreneurship and Strategic 
Management which he has identified as critical in his role in 
continuing to ensure that the department extends its partnerships 
and gains competitive contracts.

Awards Festival 2015 Saluting Achievement

Bruce Mackenzie 
Fellowship Award

Emmy Pham with Bruce Mackenzie 
accepting the Fellowship Award

David Medlicott with Bruce Mackenzie 
accepting the Fellowship Award

Greg O’Shea with Bruce Mackenzie 
accepting the Fellowship Award
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Academic Graduation
Academic Graduation
Thursday 12 March

The Academic Graduation was held Thursday 12 March, 2015 at a 
new venue, the Arts Centre Melbourne, Hamer Hall, which was held 
over two ceremonies with Master of Ceremonies, Beverley O’Connor. 
The Academic Graduation ceremonies honour the achievement and 
excellence of our Bachelor Degree, Associate Degree, Graduate 
Certificate, Advanced Diploma and Diploma Graduands. 

Both ceremonies were opened by the Academic Procession, Chief 
Executive, Mary Faraone, Executive Director Teaching and Learning, 
Bruce Prescott and the academic staff of Holmesglen. Graduand 
Bachelor of Business (Accounting) student, Dagny Yznaga Gaerste 
proudly sung the National Anthem.

Student responses were presented by two Holmesglen graduates, 
morning ceremony was presented by Julie Quirk, graduate of the 
Diploma of Community Services Work and the Diploma of Case 
Management. The evening ceremony was presented by Luke 
Alderton, graduate of the Diploma of Screen and Media. 

Guest speaker Matthew Spangher, AFL player at the Hawthorn 
Football Club shared his story about the highs and lows from his 
journey. He spoke about the importance of education and setting 
goals and how he worked towards achieving this.

A live stream of each ceremony is available on the Holmesglen website:
www.holmesglen.edu.au/students/graduation/about
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Plumbing & Mechanical Services
Tuesday 10 March

The Plumbing and Mechanical Services Awards Ceremony was held 
at Holmesglen’s Conference Centre on Tuesday 10 March. Head of 
Department, Mr Dominic Hibbert, kicked things off by welcoming 
guests to the event and introducing Dr Henry Pook, Dean of the 
Faculty of Building Construction and Engineering. 

Dr Pook welcomed and thanked the contributions of staff, teachers, 
suppliers, employers and industry partners. He spoke briefly on the 
changes in leadership within the department and acknowledged 
plumbing teacher Mr Murray Wells, who sadly passed away last year.

Dr Pook was followed by guest speaker Mr Glen Doorey, Senior 
Technical Advisor of the Victorian Building Authority, who spoke 
about the importance of strict regulations and licensing within 
the plumbing industry. His points were echoed by Mr Hibbert, who 
highlighted that it was due to such strict guidelines that Australia, 
unlike many other countries, does not have to manage the issue of 
water borne diseases such as cholera or typhoid.

Second guest speaker for the evening Mr Jon Palfrey, described his 
career progression from plumbing apprentice to his current role as 
International Training Manager at Rheem Australia. It is in his current 
role that he has helped pioneer technical training on solar water 
heaters in partnership with Holmesglen. 

A total of 17 awards were presented to students throughout the 
evening, recognising their hard work and excellence during their 
training. Award recipients included Jay Purdie (Best First Year 
Apprentice – Mechanical), Aaron Mogg (Best Second Year Apprentice 
– Mechanical) and Bradley Featon (Best Third Year Apprentice – 
General). The annual Doug Trevethan Award, presented to the top 
performing student within the Plumbing and Mechanical Services 
Department, was awarded to Richard Pierce, who also went on to win 
Holmesglen’s overall 2015 Outstanding Apprentice.

Hospitality, Cookery, Bakery, Patisserie, 
Tourism and Events 
Wednesday 11 March

Guests of the Hospitality, Cookery, Bakery, Patisserie, Tourism and 
Events Awards evening were greeted to a real red carpet arrival. 
As they made their iconic walk towards the theatre they were 
interviewed on the red carpet by Diploma of Events student Iolanda 
Di Biase. There were nomination jitters, fabulous frocks and more 
than a grin or two. In true events style, the whole red carpet affair 
was streamed live into the theatre so guests who had already taken 
their seats could watch the action.

Master of Ceremonies and Head of Department, Mr Tom Stafford, 
was resplendent in his suit and evening appropriate red bow tie. With 
his usual engaging and energetic style, Mr Stafford took the reins for 
the formalities and put on a show Neil Patrick Harris would applaud.

The Awards ambience was heightened by drum rolls, the breaking of 
handmade seals on envelopes and a spotlight searching out winners 
as they made their way to the stage to accompanying Oscars’ 
acceptance music.

With 22 award categories, competition was of the highest calibre. 
Outstanding student nominees were selected for their academic, 
communication and interpersonal skills, as well as their commitment 
to learning and the industry. Winners and nominees alike were 
congratulated as truly the best of the best.

The overall Outstanding Student Award was presented to both 
Sarah Fredericks and Griet Jeges, who received $1000 worth of 
Analon cookware.

The entire event was planned and staged by Diploma of Events 
students. VETiS Cookery and Hospitality students (some of whom 
were working their second ever service shift) produced and served 
guests canapés and drinks in Zest after the formal proceedings had 
finished. Guests were treated to the musical stylings of Ms Annie 
Stafford throughout the remainder of the evening.

Department Events

Richard Pierce, winner of the annual Doug 
Trevethan Award and Holmesglen’s 2015 overall 
Outstanding Apprentice

Hostess with the mostest, Iolanda Di Biase 
interviewing joint Overall Outstanding Student Award 
winner Sarah Fredericks on the red carpet



VCAL Student award winners with their teachers, 
program coordinators and principal

Apprentice of the year, Tom Barber with his award

Vocational College
Wednesday 11 March

On Friday 14 March the Vocational College held its annual Awards 
Ceremony at the Moorabbin campus. The auditorium was filled with 
excited parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters and friends who 
were there to support the Vocational College award winners of 2014. 
Ms Sallyanne Sprakel, Principal of the Vocational College, welcomed 
all guests and spoke about the importance of the Vocational College. 
She encouraged all students to reach out for opportunities as “the 
best way to predict your future is to create it”. 

Mr Brent Govan, Vocational College Program Coordinator, 
congratulated all students and recalled the year that was and the 
wonderful opportunities students experienced throughout 2014 
including; excursions, community projects, and camps – just to 
name a few. Mr Scott Kirkby, Vocational College Program 
Coordinator, spoke of the more ‘hands on’ style of learning students 
receive from their VCAL studies at the Vocational College. Scott 
also spoke some more of the projects students were involved in 
throughout 2014, included in this was the SYN FM project, where 
students had the opportunity to interview people, put together music 
lists and choose relevant topics to discuss.

Guest speaker, Mr Aaron Malcolmson began by reciting the 6 rules 
of success as touted by Arnold Schwarzenegger; someone he very 
much looks up to. Mr Malcolmson shared his inspiring journey from 
finishing high school with an interest in biomedical science, to not 
getting into the university he wanted, to then dabbling in various 
different interest areas, some of which included hospitality and 
music. Mr Malcolmson was then offered an opportunity to work with 
his dad in his plumbing business, during which time he completed 
his apprenticeship at Holmesglen. After some time, he moved on 
from his dad’s business and now works at Vault Plumbing as the 
Operations Manager. Mr Malcolmson closed by reminding everyone 
to take advantage of the resources they have around them and also 
congratulated all students on their achievements.

The evening acknowledged and awarded 45 Student Achievement 
Awards and 4 Student Excellence Awards. The Past Employees 
Association Award was presented to the most improved 
students from both the Waverley and Moorabbin campuses by
Ms Leonie Millar.

Carpentry & Glass and Glazing 
Wednesday 11 March 2015

The best of the best were celebrated at the Carpentry/Glass 
and Glazing event on the evening of March 11, 2015 at the 
Conference Centre.

Head of Department Mr Roger Mason and Dean of Building 
Construction and Engineering, Dr Henry Pook, opened the 
proceedings. They welcomed award winners and their guests and 
thanked all the sponsors and employers for their generous support 
over the years. Dr Pook also congratulated the department staff on 
being a pivotal part of building Holmesglen’s excellent reputation in 
the construction industry.  

Mr Peter Pickering, Senior Associate at Advisian (a global advisory 
firm) and past Holmesglen Board Member was the guest speaker for 
the evening. He spoke about the importance of setting career goals, 
working outside your comfort zone and being versatile. 

Mr Pickering told everyone his inspiring career journey from humble 
apprentice to project manager on iconic projects such as Hamer 
Hall, Flinders St Station and the Caulfield Racetrack Grandstand. 
He encouraged all the apprentices to keep learning and to utilise 
all the connections that they had made whilst completing their 
apprenticeships at Holmesglen. Mr Pickering also emphasised 
the importance of being safe onsite and reminded everyone that, 
“shortcuts rarely work”.

Master of Ceremonies, Mr Malcolm Dawson presented the seven 
carpentry apprentices and three glass and glazing apprentices with 
their awards. It was lovely to hear each apprentice get up and thank 
their families, friends, employers and Holmesglen for getting them 
to where they are. Each received a generous prize from the evening’s 
sponsors, which will help set them up with all the tools they need for 
the worksite. Congratulations to all the awards winners. 
 

Awards Festival 2015 Saluting Achievement

Department Events
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Painting, Decorating & Roof Tiling 
Tuesday 17 March 2015

The Painting, Decorating and Roof Tiling departments came together 
to celebrate outstanding student achievements on Tuesday 17 March 
at the Holmesglen Conference Centre. Mr Dominic Hibbert, Plumbing 
& Construction Finishing Head of Department, was the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening. 

Mr Hibbert opened the evening welcoming all the awards recipients, 
their families, guests and employers. He reflected on how important 
both trades are, especially to his trade, plumbing. Mr Hibbert made 
the point that painting and decorating cover up the mistakes of other 
trades with a coat of paint, and roof tiles provide protection from the 
elements. Mr Hibbert then introduced Dr Henry Pook, Dean of the 
Faculty of Building Construction and Engineering who presented the 
formal welcome. 

Guest speaker for the evening, Mr Mark Amos JP, CEO of Master 
Painters, spoke to students about the importance of quality 
workmanship and the difference between a craftsman and a simple 
painter. Mr Amos also spoke about the volume of complaints and 
investigations that occur each year and outlined the consequences 
of bad workmanship. 

Mr Amos finished up with some wise words of advice that as an 
apprentice, then as a qualified tradesperson, “you should always be 
learning, when you stop learning it’s time to get out of the industry, 
or start teaching.”

The evening concluded with the presentation of ten student awards. 
Jesse Labra was the recipient for best apprentice in Roof Tiling, and 
joint winners Joshua Dever and Ayden Murdoch received the award 
for best overall Painting & Decorating Apprentices. Congratulations 
to all the awards winners.

Horticulture, Floristry, Conservation & 
Land Management / Fitness, Recreation 
& Complimentary Health
Tuesday 17 March 2015

Head of Department Ms Elizabeth Jansz opened the Awards 
Ceremony to a full house on Monday 17 March, 2015.

Welcoming guests, Ms Jansz warmly acknowledged the support from 
sponsors and employers for the recently amalgamated ‘environment 
and lifestyle’ departments. Ms Susanne McKinnon, Faculty Dean of 
Education, Service Skills and Environment shared a few of the many 
highlights and achievements of  2014 including the launch of the 
Sports Media Degree and numerous awards won by students at the 
Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show. 

The event acknowledged and awarded the talents of 54 outstanding 
students and three industry partners. Recipient of the Perc Moore 
Award – in its 37th year and sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Oakleigh, was Luka Brne. The 2014 Outstanding Apprentice of the 
Year award went to Andy Susilo.

Guest speaker Mr Mark Harkness, currently a Diploma of Horticulture 
student at Holmesglen, shared the highlights of his ten year career 
from; starting a Certificate III in Year 11, to volunteering as turf 
staff for the Australian Masters tournament, to then working at an 
exclusive UK golf club and being part of a 40 strong team for the PGA 
in Kentucky USA.  He challenged students to set themselves small 
goals to achieve along the way towards their final career destination. 
He encouraged students to find a mentor, to always ask questions, 
travel and to relentlessly pursue opportunities 
that take them beyond their comfort zone.

The Awards Ceremony was followed by refreshments and canapés, 
provided by Holmesglen Hospitality students in Zest.

All the award winners from the Painting, 
Decorating & Roof Tiling event. 

Luka Brne with his 2014 Outstanding First Year 
(Arboriculture) Trainee Award



Furnishing Industry Design and Innovation Centre
Wednesday 18 March 2015

The Furnishing, Industry Design and Innovation Centre (FIDIC) held 
their Awards Ceremony on Wednesday 18 March, celebrating the 
achievements of furnishing and decorating students. Held at Zest 
Restaurant, the night kicked off with Master of Ceremonies and 
Senior Educator Ms Leigh Hill welcoming guests, before introducing 
Mr Roger Mason, Head of Department, Furnishing Industry Design  
& Innovation Centre, Carpentry/Glass and Glazing to formally begin 
the ceremony.

Mr Mason spoke about the development from an apprentice to a 
tradesperson to an artist as a FIDIC student and how Holmesglen 
has always had a strong focus, and been a specialist in, promoting 
trades and producing high quality individuals. He then went on 
to introduce Mr Bruce Prescott, Executive Director Teaching and 
Learning, who sincerely thanked the sponsors for their long  
standing support.

Guest speaker for the evening, Mr David Clark, Life Care/Apprentice 
Support Worker at Incolink, began his speech by asking the 
recipients in the room to take a moment to acknowledge and thank 
their supporters, parents, partners, teachers and employers. Mr 
Clark talked about keeping apprentices motivated and went into 
some of the pitfalls talented apprentices can find themselves 
struggling with: drugs and alcohol; stress and anxiety; and mobile 
phone usage onsite were some of the big reasons apprentices have 
been known to lose their apprenticeship. Mr Clark discussed how 
apprentices could stay motivated and how it was important to look at 
the bigger picture and not get distracted along the way by some  
of these pitfalls.  

A total of 12 awards were presented to students in the areas of; 
Cabinet making, Wood Machining, Joinery and Craftsmanship. Each 
recipient received a generous prize from the evening’s sponsors that 
will help in setting them up in the workplace. Congratulations to all 
the award winners.

Early Childhood Education 
Thursday 19 March 2015

The Early Childhood Education graduation ceremony for Certificate III 
in Early Childhood Education and Care and Certificate IV in Education 
Support was held on Thursday 19 March 2015. Ms Suzanne 
McKinnon, Dean of Education, Service Skills and Environment, began 
by acknowledging all guests who had played important support roles 
throughout graduating students’ studies; family, friends, teachers 
and industry partners. Ms McKinnon went on to describe her 
pride in the Early Childhood Education department’s commitment 
to innovation and change – developing in excess of 400 strong 
industry connections and adapting programs to be sector suited and 
therefore, more beneficial for students.

Speaking from the heart, Head of Department Ms Dianne 
Merriweather, congratulated all graduates. She described how it felt 
like only yesterday that she was standing in front 
of these same students, explaining practical placement. 
Now, they are successful, competent, early childhood educators. 
Ms Merriweather’s passion for the sector was inspirational as she 
described the awesome, awe-inspiring chance each graduate now 
had in developing and impacting on tomorrow’s adults.

Guest speaker for the evening, Ms Haritsa Xenidis, Director/
Owner of Bamboo Early Learning Centre, echoed Ms Merriweather’s 
remarks. An ex-Holmesglen teacher and Holmesglen alumni herself, 
Ms Xenidis congratulated students on the beginning of a rewarding 
career. She urged them all to commit to a career of lifelong learning 
and being a fierce advocate for positive early childhood outcomes. 
She also described the benefits of being involved in ongoing 
professional conversations about children.

The ceremony was alive with feelings of hope and ambition that 
graduates will continue to affect lasting impact on the lives of the 
children each of them are a part of – now and into the future.
 
 

Awards Festival 2015 Saluting Achievement

Department Events

Award winner Jonathan Iflyand, his father and Mr David Clark 
from Incolink.

Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care and 
Certificate IV in Education Support graduating students



February/March 2015  |  15

#holmesglenawards 

Trowel Trades
Thursday 19 March 2015

Trowel Trades recognised outstanding apprentices at their 
Awards Night held on Thursday 19 March at the Chadstone 
Conference Centre. The evening focused on achievements 
across the range of trades within the department.

On arrival, guests were treated to delicious canapés and 
drinks in the foyer, before being welcomed to the official part 
of the evening by Mr Ian Stilo, Head of Department for Trowel 
Trades. Mr Stilo welcomed guests and spoke briefly about the 
achievements of 2014 and the training goals for 2015.

Dr Henry Pook, Dean of the Faculty of Building Construction 
and Engineering spoke on the historic contributions of the 
trowel trades department in establishing Holmesglen’s 
reputation of quality training. Guest speaker for the evening, 
Mr Tom Brown, Technical Manager at USG Boral, reminisced 
about his 15 year involvement with Holmesglen. He described 
how the symbiotic relationship between Holmesglen and 
the manufacturers over the years has helped advance the 
industry as a whole. 

Mr Brown concluded by congratulating the award winners and 
encouraged them to be proud of their trade “when someone 
asks you what you do, never say you are just a bricklayer, tell 
them I’m a qualified trades person and I’m really good at it”.

A total of 17 students were recognised for fantastic efforts 
in their trades. The Best Third Year Overall Apprentice was 
won by a Bricklaying student Matthew Baxter. Mathew was 
presented with a laser level and tripod as a token of his 
outstanding performance in his training and as an essential 
tool for a bricklayer onsite. Congratulations to all the students 
on their outstanding efforts.

The best apprentices from five trades come together for a night 
to celebrate their accomplishments
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Mary Faraone with Outstanding 
Diploma award winner, Luke Alderton.

The 18th annual Holmesglen Awards Festival commences on the 10 March, 2015 and 
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contributions of our industry partners to the success of the Institute.
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