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Red Ball 2008

On Saturday 6 September, the Diploma of Event 
Management students from Waverley and 
Moorabbin participated in a red carpet VIP event: 
the 2008 Red Ball, held in the Palladium room at 
Crown Casino. 

The Red Ball is the premier fund raising event 
for the Fight Cancer Foundation of which Hugh 
Jackman and Deborah-Lee Furness are patrons.  
Each year the Red Ball showcases an evening of 
outstanding entertainment, an elegant dinner 
with the finest local produce, complimented by a 
selection of boutique wines.

All proceeds enable the Fight Cancer Foundation 
to continue their lifesaving work in giving hope to 
children and adults with leukaemia and other life-
threatening cancers through treatment, research, 
care and support programs.

The function was attended by 900 guests and it is 
estimated that over $300,000 was raised. 

This event provided the students with a fantastic 
opportunity to be part of a high profile fund 
raising gala dinner. They provided invaluable 
assistance to Jaime Owen, who completed the 
Diploma of Event Management in June this year. 
Jaime now works for the Fight Cancer Foundation 
as their project coordinator.  

“We really appreciate the Holmesglen volunteer 
students as we could not run this event without 
their assistance“, said Jaime, presenting the 
students with a Certificate of Appreciation.
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Hemisphere	Conference	Centre	&	Hotel	recently	acquired	a	
stunning	work	by	teacher	and	artist	Fiona	Murphy.	The	sculpture	
is	developed	from	the	central	concepts	of	transformation,	
growth	structures	and	the	interface	of	nature	and	culture.	
Growth	structures	include	organic	structures	such	as	the	ovoid	
and	spiral.	The	nature/culture	interface	is	the	meeting	place	of	
the	natural	and	artificial	world.	In	the	sculpture,	the	imagery	of	
natural	phenomena,	such	as	plants	and	microscopic	organisms	
is	manipulated	to	explore	these	concepts.	In	this	process	the	
forms	have	been	altered	and	changed	into	imaginary	forms	with	
artificial	structures.	

Fiona	feels	our	‘natural	world’	is	increasingly	marginalised,	
reflected	in	our	changing	relationship	with	it	and	manipulation	
of	it.	The	sculpture	evolves	through	the	interaction	between	
materials,	process	and	ideas.	Materials	in	her	works	typically	
include	ceramic,	bronze	and	mixed	media.	Group	sculptures	
consist	of	linear	forms	creating	a	sense	of	rhythmic	movement	
imitative	of	plant	growth.	These	forms	also	allow	for	an	
investigation	of	a	spatial	composition.	The	tension	and	interplay	
between	these	balanced	linear	forms	emphasizes	the	negative	
space.	This	concept	has	developed	during	frequent	trips	in	the	
landscape.	

‘My	intention	is	to	illuminate	the	extraordinary	in	seemingly	
familiar	forms	of	life,	such	as	plants.	Other	less	obvious	
influences	and	interests	include	architectural	ornamentation,	
basic	mechanical	forms	that	have	been	reclaimed	by	nature	and	
structures	that	express	rhythms,	segmentation	and	dynamic	
motion.	The	beauty	in	our	natural	world	I	see	in	both	its	growth	
and	renewal,	decay	and	reclamation.	Harmonious	and	discordant	
interactions	between	the	natural	and	urban	environment	interest	
me.’

Fiona	Murphy	has	been	exhibiting	in	Melbourne	and	Sydney	
since	1981.	Since	1995	Murphy’s	works	have	been	included	in	
major	touring	exhibitions,	gaining	well	deserved	international	
exposure.	As	an	accomplished	artist	with	over	fifteen	awards	
since	1980,	and	with	works	featured	in	exhibitions	across	
Australia	and	throughout	the	world,	Murphy’s	ceramic	expertise	
and	creative	flair	has	not	gone	unnoticed.	Fiona’s	contribution	to	
the	Corporate	Art	Collection	is	most	appreciated.

‘Life’ Forms

Artist Fiona Murphy, teacher of Design, 
Multimedia and Art
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Ever	year	various	State	Bakery	Associations,	in	conjunction	with	
agricultural	shows	across	Australia,	run	a	promotional	activity	
known	as	the	Pete’s	Pie	Factory.	This	is	a	mobile,	working	pie	
factory	that	aims	to	promote	the	bakery	industry	to	the	general	
public.	

The	pie	factory	appeared	at	this	year’s	Royal	Melbourne	Show,	
located	in	the	main	food	hall	-	which	saw	an	estimated	400	000	
people	file	through	over	the	duration	of	the	show.	Holmesglen	
secured	the	pie	factory	for	Friday	26	and	Saturday	27	of	
September.		On	Saturday	Holmesglen	students	jumped	in	to	the	
sales	area	with	massive	enthusiasm	with	the	sole	purpose	of	
getting	good	sales	experience.

For	the	remainder	of	the	days	Bakery	Industry	Association	of	
Victoria	(BIAV)	members	staffed	the	site	producing	up	to	1500	
meat	pies	a	day.	All	material	and	equipment	was	either	donated	
or	loaned	to	the	BIAV	for	the	duration	of	the	show.	The	proceeds	
from	the	sale	of	pies	will	be	used	by	the	BIAV	to	sponsor	
Victorian	bakery	trainees	who	wish	to	further	their	career	
through	national	and	international	competitions.	

Thanks	to	John	Humphrey,	one	of	Holmesglen’s	bakery	
instructors,	for	overseeing	the	two	days	of	production.

Pete’s Pie Factory

Graham James cleverly disguised as Petey Pie Top: Students hard at work turning out over 1000 pies a day
Bottom: John Humphrey and Garry Higgins from the BIAV
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Hydraulically operated lidded bins

Holmesglen’s Professional Writers

Heidi	Leigh	Axton,	winner	of	an	award	in	the	2007	Holmesglen	
Awards	Festival	and	graduate	of	the	Diploma	of	Professional	
Writing	and	Editing,	recently	launched	her	non	fiction	work	
“Icons	of	Tomorrow”,	a	book	and	compilation	CD	featuring	
up	and	coming	musicians.	Heidi	has	become	a	regular	music	
reviewer,	is	a	freelancer	for	Rave	Magazine	and	her	book	was	
recently	discussed	on	Channel	31’s	Songwriters	Across	Australia	
by	one	of	the	artists	featured	–	Jade	Lumbewe.	

Heidi	interviewed	27	indie	artists	covering	the	genres	of	Jazz/
blues,	Country/pop,	Pop/rock	and	Folk.	Each	interview	concludes	
with	the	artist’s	weblinks,	so	readers	can	go	and	check	out	
their	music	and	gig	info.	The	idea	was	to	promote	awareness	of	
the	unknown	“stars”	of	Australia’s	indie	music	scene.	The	idea	
being,	that	having	been	introduced	to	them	as	an	individual,	the	
reader	can	then	visit	their	website,	check	out	their	music,	and	
show	much	needed	support.	Industry	veterans	Ross	Wilson,	Kate	
Ceberano	and	Tommy	Emmanuel	are	also	interviewed	by	Heidi	
about	their	time	in	the	music	industry.

The	man	responsible	for	launching	the	careers	of	many	music	
legends,	here	and	overseas,	Molly	Meldrum,	has	supported	
Heidi’s	project	too,	saying,	“Most	people	don’t	comprehend	how	

hard	it	is	to	break	into	this	industry.	Star	presence	doesn’t	mean	
you’ll	be	discovered	overnight.	It’s	vital	we	give	new	emerging	
talent	the	support	and	encouragement	it	needs	NOW.	Grab	a	
copy	of	this	book;	start	browsing	the	websites	of	these	and	other	
great	Indie	artists.	Get	behind	the	future	of	Oz	music!”	

Caroline	Tran	of	Triple	J’s	Home	and	Hosed	recently	spoke	
about	Heidi’s	book	on	the	show.	“The	book	is	called	Icons	of	
Tomorrow…celebrating	the	Indie	spirit.	A	lot	of	musicians	have	
the	tenacity	to	stay	independent;	coping	with	the	frustrations	
of	competing	with	major	labels…It	features	interviews	with	the	
artists	and	websites	where	you	can	check	out	their	music,	so	it’s	
a	great	way	to	support	independent	music.”

The book is available through Heidi on Myspace for $24.95 plus 
postage. There is also a CD for $16.00 - or free for a limited 
period time when you buy the book. The book is available 
through Missinglink Records in Bourke Street, Polyester Records, 
Flinders Lane, and Gayndah newsagency in Queensland. Email 
iconsoftomorrow@gmail.com for all enquiries.

Icons of Tomorrow

Glenn	Ford,	another	graduate	of	the	Diploma	of	Professional	
Writing	and	Editing	and	one	of	Heidi’s	class	mates,	worked	
consistently	on	weekly	chapters	for	an	autobiography	during	the	
2007	non	fiction	projects	course.	At	14	years	of	age,	a	serious	
bike	accident	left	him	in	a	coma	for	19	weeks,	and	he	woke	with	
serious	physical	injuries.	Glenn	tells	the	candid	story	of	his	life	
journey	from	that	time,	through	to	publication	of	the	book	Rebel	
with	a	cause.

It	was	his	persistence	and	attention	to	the	group’s	workshopping	
comments	which	polished	this	work	for	publication.	He	always	
had	his	chapter	written	for	each	week’s	class	and	Glenn	
displayed	determined	professionalism	in	following	up	all	leads	to	
publish	and	market	his	work.	They	were	an	especially	supportive	
group,	with	two	classmates	now	published	(Heidi	is	one)	and	
another	interviewed	(Lynnette	Williams)	on	ABC	Bush	Telegraph	
radio.

Jo	Burnell,	another	Professional	Writing	student,	reviewed	
Glenn’s	book	in	the	September	edition	of	the	online	magazine	
Reading	Stack.	Here	is	an	excerpt:

If anyone says ‘no’, Glenn says ‘let’s go!’ and he does, despite 
his wheelchair.

At 14 years of age, a serious bike accident changed Glenn Ford’s 
life forever. He emerged from a coma after 19 weeks with 
serious physical injuries, but intellect and sense of humour intact. 
Forty years after his accident, Glenn tells the candid story of his 
physical, emotional and spiritual journey though secondary and 
tertiary studies to publication of his autobiography. 

Glenn shares the highs and lows of living in supported 
accommodation. He gives a perspective that outsiders could 
never imagine. This includes issues with privacy and intimacy that 
carers unwittingly overlook.

Using two fingers and a thumb on the keyboard, Glenn tells his 
story with humour and deep faith. Rebel with a Cause is a rare 
opportunity to experience from the inside, the lifelong struggle 
that comes with permanent injury. He is one of very few who has 
spoken publicly about what it’s like to live – and fight – a life that 
happens to come with a few physical limitations. 

Rebel	with	a	Cause	is	a	compelling	read,	written	with	great	
humour.	The	book	would	work	well	as	a	radio	serial	and	is	
suitable	for	use	with	some	professional	health	courses.

Rebel with a cause
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The	Global	Corporate	Challenge	has	wrapped	up	for	2008,	but	
all	being	well	everyone	has	developed	some	new	healthy	exercise	
habits	to	take	them	through	spring	and	beyond.

In	the	50-99	team	category	Holmesglen	placed	3rd,	behind	
WorkSafe	Victoria	and	Zurich	Financial	Services.	Collectively	we	
achieved	519,737,260	steps	with	a	daily	average	of	10,607	–	
walking	over	332,632	km.

Team	“No	suits	bar	one”	were	our	winners	–	taking	an	average	
of	22,196	steps	a	day	and	ranking	a	fantastic	31	out	of	a	field	of	
over	7000!

The overall stats:
• We	walked	for	125	days	(four	months)
• 914	companies	were	involved	with	7,077	teams
• And	49,539	participants	took	61,655,881,810	steps	that’s	61½
billion!

The	average	was	9,957	steps	a	day,	with	a	total	of	39,459,764	
km	-	the	equivalent	of	walking	around	the	equator	984	times.

Keep	those	happy	feet	walking!

Global Corporate Challenge wraps up!
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New	Enterprise	Incentive	Scheme	(NEIS)	graduate	and	fairy	magician,	

Melanie	Michaels	(aka	Fairy	Twinkletoes)	recently	appeared	as	a	guest	

on	Andrew	Denton’s	“Enough	Rope”.	Denton	has	done	a	series	of	

segments,	featuring	a	fairy,	magician	and	a	clown!

With	a	special	invitation	to	the	White	House	for	the	annual	Easter	Egg	

Roll	and	a	performance	at	Hollywood’s	Magic	Castle,	Melanie’s	dream	of	

being	a	children’s	entertainer	is	taking	her	further	than	she	could	have	

hoped.

Melanie	said	“I	was	terrified	-	but	he	was	so	lovely	and	I	hope	it’s	

enjoyable	to	watch!	I	was	very	nervous	at	the	thought	of	it	all	-	I	am	a	

very	shy	person	in	real	life,	so	this	was	quite	scary!”

Fairy Twinkletoes takes on the small screen

Fairy Twinkletoes and Andrew Denton
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A Night at the Races

Holmesglen’s	Sport	&	Recreation	1st	Year	students	will	be	holding	a	

charity	event	for	Youth	off	the	Streets	themed	‘A	Night	at	the	Races’	at	

Caulfield	Races.	Tickets	include	canapes,	drinks,	entertainment,	fashion	

parade,	silent	auction,	prizes	and	a	raffle.

To place a booking visit the website and follow the links by 

17 October 2008:http://www.holmesglen.vic.edu.au/content/

uploadedfiles/whatsnew/events/NightAtRaces.htm	

For further questions please contact Nancy Vincent on 9564 6255.

Youth	Off	The	Streets	is	a	community	organisation	working	for	young	

people	who	are	chronically	homeless,	drug	dependent	and	recovering	

from	abuse.	We	support	these	young	people	as	they	work	to	turn	their	

lives	around	and	overcome	immense	personal	traumas	such	as	neglect	

and	physical,	psychological	and	emotional	abuse.	Since	opening	in	1991,	

Youth	Off	The	Streets	has	grown	from	a	single	foodvan	delivering	meals	

to	young	homeless	people	on	the	streets	of	Kings	Cross	to	a	major	

youth	specific	agency	providing	a	wide	range	of	services	offering	a	full	

continuum	of	care.	For	more	information	visit	

www.youthoffthestreets.com.au
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BOARD MEETING 5/2008 
HELD ON 20 AUGUST, 2008
AT 6.00 PM IN TH BOARD ROOM, 
CHADSTONE CAMPUS

MINUTES

WELCOME

The	Chairman	welcomed	Ms	Pam	Russell	to	her	first	Board	
meeting.		The	Chairman	advised	that	at	this	meeting,	Ms	Russell	
would	be	co-opted	to	the	Board	until	such	time	the	Minister	
approves	her	appointment	as	a	ministerial	appointee.

The	Chairman	also	welcomed	Institute	staff	-	Mr	David	Endean	
and	Mr	Andrew	Adamson	to	the	meeting.

BUSINESS ARISING:

REPORT	ON	INTERNATIONAL	CENTRE	–	
PRESENTED	BY	MR	DAVID	ENDEAN

Mr	David	Endean,	Director,	International	Centre	presented	
the	International	Centre	Report	for	2007.		He	took	the	Board	
through	a	series	of	data	on	the	international	education	industry	
in	Australia	and	at	Holmesglen	in	particular.	

He	reported	that	the	International	Centre	had	another	very	
successful	year	in	2007	with	international	student	enrolments	
up	by	31%	to	3.75	million	student	contact	hours.		International	
student	numbers	also	increased	by	23%	to	6,245	students	at	
Holmesglen.	

Mr	Endean	said	that	international	education	has	become	a	
major	industry	in	Australia	and	was	worth	$12.5	billion	in	export	
income	last	year.		International	education	is	the	third	largest	
export	industry	in	Australia	behind	coal	and	iron	ore,	and	
Australia	is	in	third	position	behind	United	States	and	United	
Kingdom	in	terms	of	international	student	education.		However,	
in	spite	of	its	significant	contribution	to	the	Australian	economy,	
there	continues	to	be	an	appalling	lack	of	support	for	this	
industry	by	the	government.

In	2007,	there	were	over	575,000	international	students	studying	
at	institutions	in	Australia	and	Melbourne	has	become	a	major	
international	education	city	with	more	international	students	per	
capita	in	Melbourne	than	in	any	other	city	in	the	world.			

Last	year	growth	rates	continued	with	a	19%	overall	growth	
rate	of	international	students	in	Australia,	however,	traditional	

markets	in	Asia	(e.g.	Hong	Kong,	Indonesia,	Malaysia	and	
Singapore)	are	continuing	to	decline.		

The	Board	noted	that	in	2007,	a	growth	of	58%	from	India,	
45%	from	China,	40%	from	Sri	Lanka	and	100%	from	Korea	
made	these	four	countries	the	Institute’s	source	countries	for	
students	coming	to	study	at	Holmesglen.		However,	moving	
away	from	Asia,	Zimbabwe	and	Mauritius,	Latin	America	and	
the	Middle	East	have	also	become	part	of	the	Institute’s	top	ten	
source	countries.		This	trend	has	confirmed	that	for	a	number	
of	years	the	Institute	has	been	focussing	on	market	diversity,	
i.e.,	diversifying	away	from	Asia	into	other	countries	as	student
numbers	from	Asia	continue	to	decline.	

In	terms	of	enrolments	by	field	of	study,	30%	of	Holmesglen’s	
enrolments	are	in	ELICOS	which	are	English	Language	Programs	
or	Preparatory	Programs.		25%	of	enrolments	are	in	Business	
Studies,	20%	in	Hospitality	and	Tourism,	16%	in	Arts,	Design	
and	Social	Science,	6%	in	IT	courses	and	3%	in	Building	and	
Engineering	courses.	

Speaking	to	the	challenges	facing	the	Institute,	Mr	Endean	said	
that	the	biggest	single	challenge	for	Holmesglen	at	the	present	
time	is	capacity.			A	second	challenge	for	the	Institute	is	the	
issue	of	international	student	accommodation	and	another	major	
challenge	relates	to	the	government’s	constant	changes	to	the	
immigration	rules.		Recent	changes	will	make	it	difficult	for	the	
Institute	from	1st	September,	2008	to	recruit	students	from	some	
countries.		

Elaborating	on	opportunities	for	Holmesglen	for	the	future,	
Mr	Endean	said	that	it	was	important	for	the	Institute	and	the	
International	Centre	to	continue	to	focus	on:

1. program	and	market	diversification.

2. Development	of	degrees	to	provide	international	students
with	access	to	higher	education.

3. Maintaining	partnership	arrangements	with	a	number	of
universities	to	enable	students	who	want	access	to
universities.

4. Increasing	the	Institute’s	offshore	delivery	capability.

5. Maintaining	international	student	exchanges,	noting	that
three	exchange	programs	were	already	in	place	with
Singapore	and	Denmark.

6. Finally,	to	continue	to	stay	close	to	gate-keepers.		Gate-	 	
	 keepers	are	the	agents	who	work	for	Holmesglen	overseas	
and	who	recruit	a	vast	majority	of	students	for	the	Institute.	

Holmesglen Institute of TAFE
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Artist Fiona Murphy, teacher of Design, 
Multimedia and Art

The	Chairman	thanked	Mr	Endean	for	a	very	informative	and	
detailed	report	on	the	activities	of	the	International	Centre.	

PROFILE REPORT 2008 

The	Board	noted	the	Chief	Executive’s	summary	report	of	the	
Institute’s	2008	Performance	Agreement	outcomes	and	a	status	
report	on	the	outcomes.		

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT:

CO-OPTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBER

The	Board	unanimously	agreed	to	co-opt	Ms	Russell	to	the	Board	
from	20	August,	2008	until	such	time	the	Minister	approves	her	
appointment	as	a	Ministerial	member.

VICTORIAN NURSING BOARD VISIT (12 AUGUST 2008)

The	Chief	Executive	reported	that	the	Victorian	Nursing	Board	
visited	the	Institute	on	12	August	to	inspect	and	audit	the	
facilities	and	capacity	of	Holmesglen	to	deliver	the	nursing	
degree	as	part	of	a	two	stage	process	for	approval	of	the	
delivery	of	the	course.			

HOLMESGLEN RE-BRANDING 

The	Board	noted	that	following	the	July	Board	meeting	and	
subsequent	discussions	by	senior	management,	the	preferred	
rebrand	designation	to	be	adopted	by	the	Institute	is	Holmesglen	
with	the	tag	Vocational	Education,	Higher	Education.	

OPEN DAY – 16 AUGUST, 2008 

The	Chief	Executive	reported	that	Open	Day	was	held	at	all	
three	campuses	on	Saturday,	16	August	2008.		He	said	that	
attendances	at	all	campuses	seemed	stronger	than	the	previous	
year	and	there	was	a	strong	interest	in	the	Institute’s	higher	
education	degree	programs.		

CLOSE-DOWN PERIOD – DECEMBER TO JANUARY 
2008/2009 

The	Chief	Executive	advised	that	for	the	past	two	years	during	
the	Institute	scheduled	Christmas/New	Year	close-down	period,	
staff	have	not	had	their	leave	deducted	from	their	balances.		As	
the	Institute	has	had	another	successful	year,	the	Board	agreed	
to	approve	for	similar	arrangements	to	apply	from	29	December,	
2008	to	2	January,	2009	as	follows:

The	Board	resolved	to	approve	that:

(i)	the	period	29	December,	2008	to	2	January,	2009	(both	dates	
inclusive)	be	provided	to	the	following	staff	without	deduction	
from	their	accrued	leave	entitlements:

	 (a)	all	PACCT	and	other	staff	who	do	not	have	access	to	non-	
	 		 attendance	arrangements;

(b)	all	staff	in	(a)	above	who	have	a	minimum	of	three	(3)	
months	current	continuous	service	as	an	on-going	or	fixed	
term	employee	as	at	31	December,	2008	(and	are	not	on		
sick	leave	immediately	prior	to	and	post	the	above	dates);	

and

(ii)	Staff	be	granted	the	above	period	without	deduction	of	leave	
*subject	to	having	an	annual	leave	balance	of	20	days	or	less	(at
their	time	fraction)	as	at	30	November,	2008	or	have	submitted	a	
leave	application	form	by	that	date	which	will	reduce	their	leave	
balance	to	20	days	(or	less)	by	31	January	2009.

PAST EMPLOYEES FUNCTION – 25 JULY, 2008

The	Board	noted	that	the	Institute	for	the	second	year	running	
held	a	very	successful	past	employees	function	on	the	25	July	at	
Hemisphere	with	approximately	90	people	in	attendance.

SENIOR MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE

The	Chief	Executive	reported	that	a	senior	management	
conference	was	held	recently	from	31	July	to	1	August,	2008.	
The	Institute’s	Associate	Directors	considered	the	future	plans	
for	each	of	the	key	areas	in	the	Institute	and	they	were	very	
impressed	with	the	facilities	currently	being	undertaken	at	
Ramlegh	Park.

There	was	no	Board	Meeting	in	the	month	of	September	2008.



Deadline	for	next	issue	12	November	2008
Send	articles	to	Sue-Ellen	Gray

Email:	Sue-Ellen.Gray@holmesglen.vic.edu.au				Extension:	1680

The	Diploma	of	Event	Management	students	

are	involved	with	a	brand	new	Australian	

production	called	“Call	Girl	the	Musical”.		

One	of	Australia’s	finest	performers,	Alan	

Fletcher	(Dr	Karl	–	Neighbours	Channel	10)	

is	performing	in	the	lead	male	role	as	super	

salesman,	Frank.	It	also	features	the	voices	of	

Bert	Newton	and	Steve	Vizard.

Frank’s	female	counterpart	–	compulsive	volunteer	and	do-gooder	Jean	

Brown	will	be	played	by	Tracy	Harvey,	creator,	writer	and	producer.

The	media	launch	was	held	on	16	September	at	the	Elwood	RSL,	with	the	

show	running	from	23-31	October.	Students	are	assisting	with	registration,	

backstage	production,	staging,	theming,	marketing	and	promotion.

Staff,	students	and	their	families	are	invited	to	come	and	see	the	show	on	

Thursday	23	October	for	only	$10	(transaction	fees	may	apply).	Phone	1300	

737	363	to	reserve	your	tickets

Call Girl the Musical

Tracy Harvey, creator, writer and producer,

plays Jean Brown in the musical Call Girl.

Holmesglen Staff End of Year Party

All	staff	are	invited	to	celebrate	the	festive	season	and	another	
successful	year	at	Holmesglen.	Join	us	for	lunch	on:	

Thursday	11	December
12.00pm	to	3.00pm
Moorabbin	campus	cafe	and	courtyard,	Building	3S




