
June 2008

Diploma of Broadcasting students at the 2008 
Antenna Awards from left to right: Jeremy Laing, 
Laura Richards, Leon Sjogren, Kate Rowlands, 
Chanel Bearder, Connor Plymin, Daniel Rechter, 
Rohan Bullock

Broadcasting Industry 
Award Finalists

The 2007 broadcasting students who produced 
the fourth series of HIT TV for Channel 31 were 
nominated at Community Television’s Antenna 
Awards for Best Young Person’s Program. 
The Antennas are Australia’s annual National 
Community Television Awards, recognising 
the contribution of volunteer community 
television makers from across Australia. The 
Antennas celebrates diversity and harmony by 
bringing many disparate communities together 
to celebrate their cultures, interests and 
perspectives.

Lecturer and supervising producer Kathleen 
O’Brien said the nomination was a great 
achievement for the students. A number of 
the students attended the gala ceremony at 
Federation Square. ‘It was a fantastic night. 
Everybody was frocked up and enjoyed the 
attention and the opportunity to meet other film 
and television producers,’ said Kathleen.

While HIT TV did not win, to be nominated as a 
finalist from hundreds of entries across Australia 
was welcome recognition of the students’ hard 
work and creativity. The nominated 2007 series 
featured a hilarious mini soap opera, short stories 
on topics from red carpet events, The Big Issue, 
Eureka Tower and high energy hosted segments 
in the revamped funky studio set. The 2008 
intake of Diploma of Broadcasting students are 
now working towards their HIT TV series which 
will go to air on Channel 31 from October.
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Two	leading	ANZ	small	business	specialists,	Chelsea	Smillie	and	
Alston Soff, recently visited students of the Certificate IV in Business 
(Small	Business	Management)	at	Chadstone	campus	to	give	advice	on	
financial planning. They also discussed the prerequisites required to obtain 
finance for business ventures.

Certificate	IV	in	Business	(Small	Business	Management)	is	offered	by	
the Business Studies Department at Chadstone and aims to help small 
businesses plan for their future and work effectively in a challenging 
and	competitive	environment.	A	core	subject	of	the	course	is	Undertake	
Financial Planning, taught by John Calabro, which focuses on developing 
financial plans.  

Chelsea and Alston congratulated students for enrolling in the course 
which they both believed would give the students a competitive advantage.

The students appreciated the information provided by Chelsea and Alston. 
Andrew	Murdoch,	student	and	professional	photographer,	said	it	changed	
his	views	on	banking	and	he	was	grateful	to	ANZ	for	such	an	informative	
session. 

ANZ provide students financial advice

This year saw Holmesglen’s Academic Awards Ceremonies managed by the 
awards area of the Registrar’s Department. The organisation was however 
very much a ‘team effort. Staff from all departments of the institute, and 
some externals, worked hard behind the scenes to ensure the event was a 
success.

Planning	commenced	in	February	under	the	leadership	of	Jelena	Zuberman,	
the new manager of the awards area. Specialist staff were employed to 
assist with event details, and advise on correct academic gowning.

The projects team in TSD managed upgrades to the IT systems, allowing 
online RSVP, payment and ticketing which streamlined the process for 
graduands. Last minute ‘systems tweaking’ occurred right up until the 
ceremonies with program changes implemented for the registration desk by 
Leah	Maine,	who	was	in	full	academic	dress	before	her	own	graduation!

A team of staff coordinated planning in the weeks prior, but on the day 
Peter	Miller	lead	the	ushers,	Maurice	Bennett	managed	security,	Lee	Balla	
coordinated graduand registration, Pauleen Smith and Alison Dunemann 
ensured staff and graduands were correctly gowned, and Diane Plato 
coordinated administration.

The event came together seamlessly on the day through the hard work of 
over	40	administrators	and	security	staff.	The	team	ensured	academic	staff	
knew what was required, guests were in the right place, and graduating 
students relaxed and enjoyed their day.

Behind the scenes at the Academic Awards 
Ceremonies 2008

Behind the scenes in the gowning room

The graduands before their big moment

Chelsea Smillie, Alston Soff and John Calabro
Photo by Andrew Murdoch
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Holmesglen	students	exhibited	at	the	2008	Melbourne	
International Flower and Garden Show, held at the Royal 
Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens.

Three Diploma of Horticulture students designed gardens for 
the ‘Avenue of Achievable Gardens’ section of the Show which 
was an initiative of the Nursery and Garden Industry of Victoria 
(NGIV).	The	students	were	selected	by	a	Holmesglen	judging	
panel, as part of an internal competition of which a number of 
students entered. The selected students were 
Sandra	Lee,	Chris	Jonasz	and	Falco	Molzen.

Sandra won second prize in the Achievable Gardens Awards for 
her design, winning a cash prize of $750 and a glass trophy.
Each student designed a ‘recipe card’ for their garden to give 
the public an overview of the plants and materials used and 
a brief explanation of the construction of their sites. Students 
also constructed a snapshot of their designs in the Horticulture 
display	window	at	Holmesglen	during	May	and	received	much	
positive feedback from students and staff.

The Floristry department was also involved in the event with 
displays in the Great Hall of Flowers - one in the Floral Design 
section created by the Certificate II students and one Shop 
Window display created by Certificate III students. Student 
Natalie Ives was interviewed by Johanna Griggs from Better 
Homes and Gardens regarding the student’s main floristry 
display, ‘Reflection Ponds’, on its inspiration and creation.

Horticulture student designs 
win at Garden Show

Sandra Lee’s design Chris Jonasz’ design

Falco Molzen’s design
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Students support Chinese earthquake victims
On	the	afternoon	of	May	12,	2008,	an	earthquake	measuring	7.9	
on the Richter scale hit Sichuan Province, a mountainous region 
in Western China. By the next day, the death toll stood at 12,000 
people, with another 18,000 people still missing. Over 15 million 
people	live	in	the	affected	area,	including	almost	4	million	in	the	
city of Chengdu. Nearly 2,000 of the dead were students and 
teachers	caught	in	schools	that	collapsed.	(Source:	New	York	Times,	
16	June	2008)

Hearing the news about the devastating quake, the teachers 
and	students	in	the	Mandarin	Chinese	program	at	Holmesglen	
Language	Centre	felt	deeply	saddened.	Many	of	the	students	in	
this program originate from various countries around the world, 
with some of Chinese descent. With the support of the Centre and 
their teachers, the students started to gather relevant materials, 
undertake activities in Chinese, and campaign for donations.

Part of the campaign included students writing letters and cards of 
support and hope to the Sichuan people. Some of the sentiments 
expressed	by	the	students	included:	‘You	are	not	alone,	we	are	with	
you,’ and ‘we hope that the children’s wounds will heal rapidly, so 
they can return to their studies soon.’ 

Student representatives visited the Chinese Consulate General in 
Melbourne	in	late	May,	where	they	presented	a	cheque	of	$1,416	
as a donation, along with the letters and cards of sympathy. 

Soup 4 Ur Soul

Food for your soul

Certificate	IV	Business	(Administration)	students	of	the	Chadstone	
campus	recently	staged	a	successful	‘Soup	4	Ur	Soul’	event	on	
campus. The event was held at lunchtime in the cafeteria on the 
Chadstone campus with students and staff encouraged to purchase 
a hot and tasty soup for lunch.

The aim of the event was for the students to administer a project 
from conception to completion, as the major component of their 
studies in the subject Administer Projects. As an extra benefit, all 
profits from the day were donated to the charity Whitelion. 

Lakkis Catering, the new caterers at Chadstone were very 
supportive of the event providing the ‘creamy pumpkin’ and ‘sweet 
corn and chicken’ soups at cost. The generosity and enthusiasm 
shown by Lee from Lakkis to support the students was greatly 
appreciated and enabled a greater amount of money to be raised. 
Whitelion is a charity that supports young people at risk. It aims to 
break the downward cycle by reconnecting youth at risk with the 
community through positive role models and mentoring services.

The money has been donated to assist those affected by the 
earthquake in the Sichuan province. The students spoke to one of 
the	Consul,	Ms	Sun,	and	later	received	a	letter	of	appreciation	from	
the Consulate General. The students found this experience very 
fulfilling.

The successful fundraising campaign enhanced multi-cultural 
awareness	and	encouraged	students	to	improve	their	Mandarin	
language skills.

Contributed	by	Jiajin	Zhao

Student representatives present Consul Ms Sun with their donation
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Hydraulically operated lidded bins

A six-member contingent from The Australian Dental Prosthetists 
Association	(ADPA	Vic)	visited	Holmesglen’s	Chadstone	campus	to	
tour the new Dental Laboratory. The group, which included the 
CEO and President, were very impressed with the lab, its set up and 
equipment – affirming it was state of the art.

The ADPA Vic is the State professional body for the dental industry 
and as such, sets and monitors the standards and conduct of the 
profession. All dental prosthetists who belong to the Association 
abide by a Code of Ethics which ensures patients are safeguarded in 
every possible way. 

The ADPA recently created a new type of membership specifically 
to	cater	for	Holmesglen	students	–	an	Affiliate	Membership.	This	is	
the first time that ADPA have offered membership to students and 
its significance will grow along with the reputation of Holmesglen 
graduates.

The current Diploma of Dental students were presented with their 
membership certificates during the recent visit, and were invited to 
attend upcoming professional development sessions free of charge.

Holmesglen will continue to work collaboratively with the ADPA to 
ensure the Diploma of Dental Technology course content and delivery 
is up to date, and meets current industry requirements.

Dental lab gets smile of approval

Holmesglen aims to educate, facilitate and inspire students. 
However, there can be obstacles in students’ paths that distract 
from their studies. These can include a lack of money, work or 
relationship issues, housing costs and availability, or lack of career 
direction. International students can face further obstacles as they 
attempt to settle in and meet new friends with an unfamiliar local 
language and far away family support. Fortunately Student Services’ 
offers a free counselling service to assist students overcome these 
issues.

Student Services also offer a wide range of social activities including 
trips and tours, special interest activities and on-campus events 
in which students are encouraged to take part. Attending these 
events helps students meet others, and creates a balance between 
work, study and social activities.

Overseeing this important service is the new manager of Student 
Services Gordon D’Rosario. Gordon is visiting all campuses to 
introduce himself, along with Vesela Deyanova another new face 
around campus. Vesela was recently voted Student Association 
President for 2008. Vesy looks forward to representing Holmesglen 
students’ interests and privileges throughout the academic year.

Written by Marnie Chadwick, Recreation & Activities Coordinator

Supporting the Holmesglen student body…

The ADPA visiting contingant with Holmesglen’s Diploma of Dental 
students

Holmesglen students take part in a Student Services event
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AwardsFestival2008 12-15 May

Holmesglen celebrated the success of its students during the institute’s Awards Festival, held from Monday 12 May to Sunday 25 May.  
Seventeen events were organised across the fortnight, including the annual Golf Day, which raised funds for the Holmesglen Charitable 
Trust. The Awards Dinner, which recognised the achievements of staff and students and contribution of industry partners was held at the 
Grand Hyatt as the culmination event.

Congratulations and thanks must go to all who were involved in the organisation of the Festival. Photographs of all Awards Festival events 
have been placed on the staff intranet. Click on the Awards Festival icon at the bottom of the page to view.

Painting and Decorating
Monday	12	May

The 2008 Awards Festival kicked off with students and sponsors of Painting 
and Decorating celebrating their achievements at the Conference Centre. 
Craig Treyvaud, master of ceremonies, welcomed around 150 guests and 
led a brisk evening of awards and happy networking between students, 
sponsors and staff. All award recipients were supported by family in 
attendance, who play an important support role in the development and 
achievement of each student.

Matthew	Haymes,	export	and	project	manager	of	Haymes	Paints	was	
guest speaker.  He captivated his audience with his own take of necessary 
professional tips for future success in the industry, emphasising that 
excellence needed to be applied to all aspects of work to ensure success. 
Often unnoticed customer details such as the necessity to be prompt, to 
respect property, to be mindful of personal privacy all carried toward a 
successful business and the prospect of continuing business. As a proud 
member of his family company, which remains the only Australian family 
owned paint company, he encouraged all to remember that ‘if you’re doing 
the same thing this year as last year, then you’re dead in the water.’

Jonathan Davies was awarded best overall apprentice and thanked his 
teachers saying their skills, knowledge and effort had in turn given him the 
skills and knowledge required to be a successful and proud employee of 
Barry Davies Painting.

All students received prize packs, many of which would help with product 
purchase or continuing their work within the industry.

Top painting and decorating student Jonathan Davies

Health Human and 
Community Services
Monday	12	May

The fi eld of Health, Human and Community Services comprises 26% of all 
jobs in Victoria. It is predicted as the fastest growing sector for 2007-2010 
and is expected to grow 21% which means 30,000 jobs Australia-wide.  
This is a promising statistic for the over 300 graduates from Holmesglen 
Health, Human & Community Services who graduated in the following 
courses.

• Certifi	cate	III	in	Children’s	Services
• Certifi	cate	IV	in	Alcohol	and	Other	Drugs	Work
• Certifi	cate	IV	in	Community	Services	(Protective	Care)
• Certifi	cate	IV	in	Justice
• Certifi	cate	III	in	Laboratory	Skills
• Certifi	cate	IV	in	Laboratory	Techniques
• Certifi	cate	IV	in	Pathology	Specimen	Collection
• Certifi	cate	III	in	Health	Services	Assistance	(Client/Patient	Service)
• Certifi	cate	IV	in	Health	(Nursing)
• Medication	Administration	for	Division	2	Registered	Nurses	in	Victoria

Valedictory speaker, Jane Smitten - graduate of the Diploma in Children’s 
Services	-	opened	her	address	by	quoting	Dr	Seuss:	‘Congratulations,	today	
is your day’. Jane spoke of the importance of enriching childrens’ lives and 
the trust placed in adults to guide young lives into the future. She spoke 
of the different paths of each student – mature age, high school leavers, 
graduates of other programs – and the interest in making a contribution to 
the future that brought them together.

Jane also highlighted the hands-on approach to learning at Holmesglen that 
is envied by many university graduates, and the opportunities in Australia 
and around the globe that result from a tertiary qualifi cation.

In closing Associate Director, Leone English, thanked all the teaching staff 
for their commitment to the students and congratulated the students on 
achieving their qualifi cations.

Valedictory speaker, Jane Smitten address the graduates
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Engineering and Electrotechnology, 
Computing and Information Technology
Tuesday	13	May

Engineering and Electrotechnology, Computing and Information Technology 
held their inaugural awards at Holmesglen’s Cilantro Training Restaurant, 
celebrating the achievements of certifi cate, diploma and apprentice 
students.

Mr	Richard	Hutchinson,	Business	Development	Manager	for	IT-Mondial	
was guest speaker for the evening. Involved in the telecommunications 
industry in Australia for over 12 years, he has experience with technology 
deployment, sales and support across many levels. This experience has been 
a journey from the beginnings of the PC to facsimile and cordless telephony 
and through the introduction and growth of mobile digital and into Voice 
over IP and current integration systems. 

From 2003 onwards Richard spoke of his work focus on the convergence 
of	data/voice/video	and	energy,	which	he	perceived	as	imminent	and	
necessary both economically and environmentally.  Existing technologies and 
legacy networks were inadequate to resolve or even to support solutions 
to emerging market demands and environmental constraints. This led to 
Richard’s involvement in the development of the IndraNet business company 
that,	along	with	its	joint	venture	company	MDI,	has	harnessed	its	attention	
towards creating necessary and sustainable energy and communication 
solutions.

Recently, Richard and his colleagues begun collaborating with Holmesglen 
on an exciting and unique venture, designed to promote sustainability and 
renewable energy to the broader community. The Holmesglen sustainable 
house	project,	due	for	construction	and	completion	in	2009	will	facilitate	
a live environment for electrical pre-apprentices and apprentices to be 
trained in renewable energy technologies and sustainable living practices. 
The house will host a revolutionary electricity, generation and distribution 
network	designed	and	supported	by	IT-Mondial.	This	solution	will	enable	
Holmesglen apprentices to engage with technologies at the forefront of 
environmentally sound products and services and enhance their skill set and 
knowledge for the future.

Outstanding students in Engineering, Electrotechnology, Computing & IT.

Carpentry
Tuesday,	13	May

Seven pre-apprentices and apprentices were awarded prizes from industry 
in recognition of their top achievements at Holmesglen’s carpentry awards.  
Jonathan	Mackay	from	JR&ND	Tucker	Builders	was	awarded	the	Best	Overall	
Apprentice for 2007. Jonathan also received the award for Best Subsequent 
Apprentice for 2007. Subsequent training is the remainder of the apprentice 
training undertaken after completion of a pre-apprenticeship.

Best Third Year Apprentice for 2007 was awarded to Ciaran Sullivan, who 
was also a fi nalist in the Institute’s Outstanding Apprentice Award.

Former Holmesglen apprentice and award winner, Chris Lynch, was the 
guest speaker for the evening. Chris used his experience to talk of the 
importance of apprentices in the ongoing sustainability of the workforce. 
He acknowledged sponsors for their driving force and congratulated 
Holmesglen staff and students for their innovation, excellence and growth. 

Chris’ immense achievements throughout his training provided an 
inspiration to the current and completing cohort of Holmesglen carpentry 
apprentices. In 2007 Chris won Best Third Year and Best Overall Carpentry 
Apprentice at Holmesglen. He was also nominated as a fi nalist for 2006 
Outstanding Apprentice of the Year. Following this success he won the 
Best	Carpentry	and	Overall	Apprentice	with	MBA	Victoria	and	Best	Overall	
Apprentice	MBA	National.

Chris	has	created	his	own	company,	EMPIRE	Constructions,	is	currently	
undertaking the Diploma of Building and is interested in completing the 
degree in building at a later stage.

Best Overall Carpentry Apprentice Jonathan Mackay
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Hospitality, Cookery and 
Bakery
Wednesday	14	May

Bridget	Macintyre,	television	personality	from	the	travel	show	‘Postcards’	
presided over the Hospitality, Cookery and Bakery award luncheon as 
Master	of	Ceremonies.

Ross Digby acknowledged the achievements of outstanding students, staff 
commitment and contributions from industry partnerships. He applauded 
the importance of celebrating student success at Holmesglen and 
recognised	a	number	of	outstanding	achievements	of	2007,	including:	Scott	
Megee’s	placement	as	second	runner	up	in	Le	Coupe	Down	Under,	which	
resulted in him competing with the Australian Team in at SIGEP in Italy; VIC 
TAFE	Cookery	Team	Challenge	Gold	Trophy	winners	Roland	Maslamani,	
Danielle Bartlett, Peter Cliff and Rachel Kelly; and Sutinee Suntivatana 
winning the best overall cookery student at the same competition.

Ross thanked Shared Tables, Restaurant and Catering Association of 
Victoria,	Hotel	Motel	Accommodation	Association	of	Victoria,	Wine	Service	
Guild	of	Australia	-	Victorian	Branch	and	Meat	and	Livestock	Australia	for	
their contributions in developing the expanding programs offered by the 
centre.

Bruce	Mackenzie	presented	the	Holmesglen	Charitable	Foundation	Trust	
Award	to	Angela	Morris,	a	commercial	cookery	student	who	pursued	her	
studies in order to open her own Bed and Breakfast in Loch, Gippsland. 
She spoke of the friendliness of staff and students alike, and the fl exibility 
offered that allowed her to complete her studies at a different pace.

Melbourne	based	chef,	food	writer	and	tour	operator,	Allan	Campion,	was	
guest	speaker.	Together	with	co-author	Michele	Curtis,	Allan	began	the	
successful	Seasonal	Produce	Diary	in	1995	as	a	way	to	remind	food	lovers	
about the importance of using fresh ingredients. The Foodies’ Guide to 
Melbourne	followed	soon	after	and	explores	the	city’s	best	food	stores.	Both	
books continue today as annual releases. 

Allan spoke of his journey from apprentice chef to food writer and 
encouraged each graduate to “say yes to opportunity” – as they could 
never imagine where their choices would take them.

Outstanding students in all areas of hospitality, cookery and bakery were 
recognised and presented with awards.  The certifi cate and apprentice 
students who served and prepared the day’s lunch were also recognised. 

Furnishing Industry Design 
& Innovation Centre
Wednesday	14	May

Students, employers and sponsors fi lled to capacity Centera at Hemisphere 
for Holmesglen’s Furnishing Industry Design & Innovation Centre awards. In 
their	opening	addresses,	Teaching	Centre	Manager	Philip	Ashley	and	Acting	
Associate Director David Benson acknowledged the outstanding work 
produced by Holmesglen students, and the contribution of employers and 
sponsors to the development of the industry.

Mr	Benson	recognised	the	inclusion	of	research	and	development,	as	well	
as a range of industry based programs, to the Furnishing Industry Design 
& Innovation Centre. Echoing support of innovation in the industry was 
the	evening’s	guest	speaker,	Gerald	Meade,	of	Bev	Marks	Beds	Australia.	
Mr	Meade’s	commitment	to	Australian	made	furniture	was	evident	in	
his inspirational address in which he showed an unwavering support of 
apprenticeships and development in the industry.

Awards were then presented to students, ranging from fi rst year to third 
year	apprentices,	representing	the	scope	of	furnishing	areas:	upholstery;	
wood machining; polishing; cabinet making; and joinery. The evening 
culminated in the presentation of the craftsmanship awards to a handful 
of apprentices, whose work included an oval designed cabinet and a coffi n 
shaped bookcase.

Ross Digby with MC Bridget McIntyre and guest speaker, Allan Campion Craftsmanship Award winners
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The Academic 
Graduation Ceremonies
Thursday	15	May

Held	at	the	Melbourne	Convention	Centre,	Holmesglen’s	Academic	
Graduation Ceremonies saw students from nine Holmesglen’ centres 
graduate.  

The	day	graduation	ceremony	saw	students	graduate	from:	Centre	for	
Hospitality Cookery and Bakery; Centre for Health Human and Community 
Services; Centre for Design, Arts and Sciences; Centre for Language 
Programs; Centre for Applied Technology; and the Bachelor of Vocational 
Education and Training.

The	evening	ceremony	presented	graduands	for	the	centres	of:	Centre	for	
Horticulture, Tourism and Recreation; Centre for Building Industry Training, 
and the Centre for Business Services.

The ceremonies held a few fi rsts, including the fi rst Holmesglen degree 
graduands - for the Bachelor of Built Environment and the Bachelor of 
Business. It was also the fi rst time the new Holmesglen academic colours 
were worn by all graduates; and the fi rst year that the ceremonies were 
held on the one day.

The	graduands	were	presented	to	the	Chief	Executive	Mr	Bruce	Mackenzie,	
by	their	respective	course	coordinators	and	Teaching	Centre	Managers	for	
conferral of awards.

The	student	valediction	was	presented	by	Ms	Birgitte	Schmid,	Diploma	of	
Community	Welfare	Work	for	the	day	ceremony	and	Mr	Scott	Buckner,	
Bachelor	of	Applied	Science	(Built	Environment)	for	the	evening	ceremony.

Executive	Director	Educational	Development	and	Design,	Ms	Mary	Faraone,	
acknowledged the hard work of the graduates and thanked their family and 
friends for supporting the students throughout their studies.

A commemorative booklet listing all 2008 graduates is available from the 
Awards and Ceremonies section of the Registrar’s Offi ce at the Chadstone 
campus, for those who did not receive one at the ceremonies.

Interior Decoration & Design
Friday	16	May

Holmesglen’s Interior Decoration & Design department saluted the 
achievements of its past students by launching an alumni association during 
the Awards Festival. With a well established course within the industry, it 
was felt would be a good time to see where Holmesgeln’s ID&D students 
had gone and what they had achieved. 

After going through old roll books and the QLS system to get the names of 
past students, an invitation was sent out and graduates were asked to let 
those who could not be contacted know of the event.

Over	40	people	attended	the	evening,	with	many	extra	people	requesting	to	
be part of the association. Held in the foyer of Building 5, many returning 
students found it interesting to see the physical changes to the buildings 
that had taken place since they were last at Holmesglen. 

Second year diploma students were also invited, which provided a chance 
for them to network with those already within the industry. It provided a 
chance for past and present students to network and catch up with staff.

Of the past students, some had started their own successful businesses, 
some were working as interior designers in leading companies, others had 
gone onto further study.

The Department has started a data base with email addresses, with the 
next phase of the project to generate an electronic newsletter for those 
registered as alumni. 

Interior Decoration & Design’s goal is to create a great support network for 
its past and present students.

Past Interior Decoration & Design studentsDay ceremony: 
Ms Birgitte Schmid, valedictorian

Evening ceremony: 
Mr Scott Buckner, valedictorian
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The 12th Annual Holmesglen Foundation Golf Day
Friday,	16	May
The 12th Annual Holmesglen Foundation Golf Day was held on Friday 16 
May,	2008	at	Southern	Golf	Club,	as	a	part	of	the	Holmesglen	Awards	
Festival.  With 88 Players participating in the event, not even the threatening 
clouds and strong winds could hold back the golfi ng enthusiasts on the day.

Over $37,000 was donated to the Holmesglen Charitable Foundation, 
which	included	contributions	from	39	Cash	Sponsors.		EEMS	Technology	&	
Acer	were	the	two	major	sponsors	who	each	donated	$4,000	and	Fuji	Xerox	
who also kindly donated $2,500; with 27 companies freely contributing 
prizes, making this the most successful Golf Day thus far.

The	Institute’s	CEO,	Mr	Bruce	Mackenzie	thanked	all	sponsors	for	their	
general donations, and presented a cheque for the amount of $5,000 to 
Stephen Conole from the Oakleigh Chargers Football Club, who have been 
working closely with the Vocational College.  The remaining funds will be 
distributed to the Holmesglen Charitable Foundation to support and assist 
to undertake activities which will contribute to the greater development of 
the Institute, its students and the communities it serves; both nationally and 
internationally.

Ron Gascoigne, Rex Buckeridge and Natasha Cross coordinated this year’s 
event organising sponsorship and prize contributions from loyal vendors of 
the Institute.

A special thank you must go to the three event management students, 
Brooke Harvey, Sarah Kazahoff and Cindy Taylor who assisted with various 
tasks,	as	well	as	Martin	Smith,	David	Brann,	Ian	Stilo,	Caroline	Savage	and	
Nicole Rennie who also assisted on the day. 

• Longest	Drive	–	Mark	Smart
• Straightest	Drive	–	Daniel	Minihan	(Moore	Stephens)
• Nearest	the	Pin	(#3)	–	Christian	Nettleton	(Turnco	Industries)
• Nearest	the	Pin	(#6)	-	Lindsay	Campbell	(Hitachi	Data	Systems)
• Nearest	the	Pin	(#12)	–	Con	Maurogiannis	(AES	Services	Australia)
• Nearest	the	Pin	(#16)	–	Bruce	Mackenzie
• Ladies	1st	Prize	–	Coral	White	(Epworth	Hospital)
• Ladies	Runner	Up	–	Anne	Fidock	(HIT	Guest)
• Left	Handed	Prize	–	Ross	Gordon	(Proteus	Leadership	Centre)
• Individual	‘D’	Grade	1st	Prize	–	Hayden	Jacobs	(Dimension	Data)
• Individual	‘D’	Grade	2nd	Prize	–	Dion	Miller	(VIC	Super)
• Individual	‘C’	Grade	1st	Prize	–	Rex	Buckeridge	(HIT)
• Individual	‘C’	Grade	2nd	Prize	–	Frank	Doyle		(Premier	Restorations)
• Individual	‘B’	Grade	1st	Prize	–	Graham	Mackey	(EEMS	Technologies)
• Individual	‘B’	Grade	2nd	Prize	–	Neil	Hogan	(Proteus	Leadership	Centre)
• Individual	‘A’	Grade	1st	Prize	–	Craig	Williams	(VMWare)
• Individual	‘A’	Grade	2nd	Prize	–	Ross	Gordon	(Ross	Gordon)
• Team	3rd	Prize	–	Peter	Turnbull	(EEMS),	Oein	Grylls	(EEMS),
Murray	Fairclough	(EEMS),	Graham	Mackey	(EEMS)

• Team	2nd	Prize	–	Ken	Boal	(Cisco	Systems),	Neil	Hogan	(Proteus
Leadership	Centre),	Ron	Gascoigne	(HIT),	Locky	Hughes	(Fuji	Xerox)

• Team	1st	Prize	–	Paul	Wormington	(OTTE),	Rex	Buckeridge	(HIT),
Dion	Miller	(Vic	Super),	Ben	Thompson	(Vic	Super)

• N.A..A	–	Andrew	McPhail	(Océ		Australia	Limited)

The 2008 Golf Day participants Ladies Team:  Susan O’Brien (HIT), Coral White (Epworth Hospital), 
Wendy Eden (HIT), Anne Fidock (HIT Guest)

Brooke Harvey, Natasha Cross, Nicole Rennie, Sarah Kazahoff 
& Cindy Taylor

Dr Peter Sherwen (Epworth Hospital), Steve Conole (Oakleigh Chargers)
Bruce Mackenzie & Brian Welch (HIT Guest)

Platinum Sponsor Platinum Sponsor Gold Sponsor
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Glass & Glazing
Saturday	17	May

Student awards for glazing and leadlighting were once again presented at 
the gala dinner dance hosted by the Glass and Glazing Industry Association. 
A black tie event was held at the Grand Plaza Ballroom, attracting industry 
notables, sponsors, manufacturers and suppliers.  

Seventeen outstanding Holmesglen students and apprentices received 
exquisite	glass	prizes.	Naill	Mitten	received	Best	Overall	Apprentice	2007	
as well as Top Stage 3 Apprentice 2007. Pauline Anderson was thrilled to 
receive her award of Best Overall Student 2007. The best work piece award 
was presented to Janine Tanzer and Tina Barbacos received the design 
award.  

Dianne	Morrison	was	award	the	research	prize	for	her	outstanding	research	
and volume on the stained glass windows of St Barnabus Anglican Church 
in Balwyn. Each year students are asked to undertake a research assignment 
on the history of stained glass and are required to research the history 
and technical aspects of a selected window. Dianne instead selected 
every window in the church. What resulted was a photographic record 
and archive of the history of each window and artisan. Dianne was also 
presented an award and gift from the Church for her efforts.

Floor Finishing & Covering
Monday	19	May

The Floor Finishing and Covering Awards ceremony recognised high 
achieving students of 2007 in the category of best apprentice (fi rst, second 
and	third	year	students)	for	general,	timber,	textile	and	resilient	areas.	
Recognition was also provided to third year students Daniel Williams and 
Tom	Ince	as	recipients	of	the	Overall	Encouragement	and	Overall	Most	
Improved Award respectively.

Mr	Aaron	Martin,	guest	speaker	and	President	of	Flooring	Association	
Victoria, spoke of the importance of skilled tradespersons within the 
fl ooring industry to ensure a reliable level of workmanship. In his role, he 
witnessed job ‘failures’ due to lack of knowledge, and inadequate training 
of workers. In the current environment there is little or no difference 
between the tasks performed by apprentices and those without any 
training, a constant struggle for the industry to ensure skilled tradespeople 
provided a reliable level of product and services. 

Mark	Kelly,	of	the	Flexible	Learning	Unit,	announced	an	exciting	
development in the fl ooring department at Holmesglen that has occurred 
through liaison with industry. The department’s new name, The Flooring 
Technology Training Centre, refl ects the more fl exible approach to learning, 
to meet the needs of the industry. Further redevelopment of Holmesglen 
facilities will commence shortly, ensuring Holmesglen continues to be an 
industry leader in training for the fl oor fi nishing and covering industry, by 
providing new equipment and fi rst-class facilities for the students.

The improved training and assessment program includes asset maintenance, 
carpet cleaning and upholstery cleaning, adding value to the industry by 
creating greater scope for what has traditionally been offered in industry 
training. Furthermore, post-trade training now includes business operation 
and management skills, specifi cally designed to assist graduates with the 
knowledge to start their own business. Holmesglen staff will now attend 
the employers’ worksites to teach and assess students in some subjects, 
resulting in apprentices spending extra time on the job, and less in the 
classroom.

Leadlighting students with teacher, Liz Coleman Industry sponsors contribute valuable resources and support to the Floor 
Covering and Finishing Department.
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Plumbing 
& Mechanical Services
Tuesday,	20	May

Worboys	Plumbing	Managing	Director,	Peter	Jensen,	entertained	guests	at	
the	Plumbing	and	Mechanical	Services	awards	evening	on	Tuesday	20	May.		
Peter	began	his	apprenticeship	with	Worboys	in	1970,	progressing	to	
become a supervisor and now managing director.

Peter emphasised to students that customer service plays an integral part in 
every business and to be mindful of customer needs. ‘To become successful, 
all tradies should possess good phone skills, be reliable and prompt in 
supplying quotes and services, honour appointment time, keep clients 
informed of work and costs to be incurred, listen to customers, adhere 
to regulations, remember their duty of care and carry their ‘registered 
plumbers’ identifi cation at work,’ said Peter.

Peter encouraged the students to trust in their skill and not get tied to one 
client. He congratulated the recipients on their efforts and wished them the 
best. 

Top Plumbing Apprentice for 2007 was awarded to Peter Trabinger from 
Victorian Plumbing Services.  Peter was successful in going on to win the 
Outstanding	Apprentice	for	2007	at	the	Awards	Dinner	on	25	May.

Trowel Trades
Thursday	22	May,	2008

Hemisphere once again played host to the Trowel Trades Awards Ceremony, 
which celebrated the achievements of students in the areas of bricklaying, 
roof tiling and slating, solid plastering, stonemasonry, wall and ceiling lining, 
and wall and fl oor tiling.

Teaching	Centre	Manager	Ian	Stilo	performed	the	master	of	ceremonies	
duties, and spoke of the unique and invaluable pathways and development 
opportunities Holmesglen offers its students. 

This	year’s	categories	of	awards	ranged	from	Encouragement	and	Most	
Diligent Apprentice through to Best Overall Apprentice. The Best Second 
Year for Wall & Floor Tiling was awarded to Heidi Orchard, who is employed 
by tiling and insulation specialist F C Walker and Sons. Heidi represents a 
small but valuable group of females in the industry.

Following the awards the employers, students and staff enjoyed 
refreshments	and	a	fi	ne	selection	of	canapés.	Many	of	the	employers	
and students remained well after the offi cial proceedings had fi nished, 
demonstrating their appreciation of the support and recognition they have 
received from Holmesglen.

Andrew Adamson presided over Holmesglen’s Vocational College inaugural 
Awards ceremony in the Open Learning Centre.

Andrew spoke of the importance of recognising the achievements of young 
people choosing a vocational education in the current climate of skills 

shortages. He refl ected on the skills contributions from trades workers that 
are often overlooked and the ability of teachers to pass on such critical skills. 
The commitment of young people to their learning provides signifi cant 
future opportunities to contribute to society in many fi elds.

Jan	Lambert,	Programs	Manager	for	the	Vocational	College	gave	a	
brief history of the College and its rapid growth in the 15 months since 
commencing operation in 2007. The College has experienced a 25% 
growth on enrolments in the fi rst year with eleven streams offering sixteen 
areas of skills training to over 200 students.

The programs allow students to go onto a range of different options – from 
full-time work to diplomas or apprenticeships. Jan congratulated all the 
award recipients for their achievements to date.

The guest speaker for the event, Luke Ball of St Kilda Football Club, 
refl ected on his motivations to achieve success. He spoke of short and long 
term goal setting and action plans to achieve his dreams. 

Luke	mentioned	another	player	–	Michael	Ricks	–	who	was	rejected	from	
the fi eld at a very early stage and rather than accept failure outright chose 
to risk succeeding rather than quit. It paid off and he is a role model to a 
number of other players.

Luke	closed	by	quoting	Michael	Jordan	“I	failed	over	and	again	–	and	that’s	
why I succeed, I can’t accept not trying” before presenting the awards to 
the College’s outstanding students.

Top Plumbing Apprentice, Peter Trabinger Heidi Orchard with her employer

Vocational College
Friday	23	May

Holmesglen’s Vocational College students
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Horticulture
Friday	23	May

Prison time, farming, information technology development, telephone book 
recycling and passion were the mix of topics in the keynote speech for the 
2007 Holmesglen Horticulture Awards.

Guest	speaker,	Paul	de	la	Motte	had	an	interesting	life	story	to	share	about	
his journey into horticulture. Paul was not serving time in prison for crime 
but working in the offi ce. He described that time as another step in his 
travels that led to him now offering gardening training to young offenders 
as part of their rehabilitation.

As a horticulture teacher at the Waverley campus of Holmesglen, Paul 
revealed	to	the	140	students,	staff	and	guests	at	the	Awards	ceremony	
a warm and amusing story. His journey included the realisation that as a 
senior manager in a large company managing IT with regular air travel 
interstate he had lost valuable family time. And battles about recycling 
telephone books had to be fought and won in corporate meeting rooms. 

While the challenges of business were tantalising, the passion was lacking 
and it was only when Paul was cajoled into some weekend gardening that 
something inside awoke and he found his way into horticulture.

The Horticulture & Floristry Awards highlighted the achievements of 
students across apprenticeship, certifi cate and diploma levels.  

Earl	Pike,	TCM	Horticulture	&	Floristry,	opened	the	event	noting	the	
standards of learning and student achievement consistently improved each 
year. Associate Director for Horticulture, Tourism and Recreation, Suzanne 
McKinnon	gave	the	welcoming	speech	and	acknowledged	the	efforts	of	
staff and the support of sponsors and industry partners.

The Awards were presented to outstanding students in Parks & Gardens, 
Nursery, Landscape, Turf and Floristry followed by overall Outstanding 
Student and Apprentice awards and Employer awards.  

The Outstanding Apprentice student of the Year was awarded to Leah Dent, 
employed by Van Leeuwen Green Horticultural Services. The Outstanding 
Student,	Diploma	of	Horticulture	was	Michelle	Turnbull.	The	Outstanding	
third year apprentices were; 
• Parks	&	Gardens		-	Katherine	Marshall
• Nursery	–	Leanne	Scott
• Turf	-	Matthew	Young
• Landscape	–	Tim	Cusack	and	Chris	Weiss

The awards ceremony was followed by afternoon tea provided by 
Holmesglen’s Hospitality students.

Awards Festival Dinner
Sunday	25	May,	2008
Grand Hyatt
Kita Performing Arts Company opened the annual Institute Awards 
Dinner	on	Sunday	25	May.		Guests	were	entertained	by	a	repertoire	
of traditional and contemporary performing arts of Asia that included 
a:	Korean	imperial	dance;	Chinese	fl	ower	fan	and	fl	ag	dances;	Korean	
short	sword	dance	and	Bollywood	Monsoon	dance.

This event formally recognises Holmesglen students and staff who 
have excelled in their studies and professional roles. It also provides a 
forum in which to acknowledge the enormous contribution made by 
industry to the Institute.

Almost 350 guests fi lled the Grand Hyatt ballroom to witness the 
acknowledgement	of	the	following	award	winners:

2007 Outstanding VCAL student – Liam Parton
2007 Outstanding Apprentice – Peter Trabinger
2007 Outstanding Certifi cate student – Jesse Cox
2007 Outstanding Diploma student – Clare Redshaw
2007 Outstanding Higher Education student – Scott Buckner
2007	Special	Encouragement	Award	–		 Michael	Wilson	&	Butrus	Ladu
2007	Administrative	Excellence	award	–	Helen	Morgan
2007 Teaching Excellence award – Sally Tulloch
2007	Industry/Employer	Certifi	cate	of	Appreciation:

    13 CABS, ISCAR, Eastwork, Lewis Industries

Journalist, Beverley O’Connor, was master of ceremonies.

Kita perform the Chinese fl ag dance

Winner of the inaugural Outstanding VCAL award, Liam Parton with 
Chief Executive Bruce Mackenzie

Horticulture teacher Paul de la Motte addresses the award winners
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Belief + Determination = Success

Students	of	the	Advanced	Diploma	(Legal	Practice)/	Diploma	of	
Administration course recently coordinated and staged the Belief 
+	Determination	=	Success	conference	as	part	of	the	subjects	Plan	
and	Manage	Conferences,	and	Manage	Meetings.

Melbourne	lawyer	and	author	Alice	Pung	was	one	of	the	guest	
speakers, who presented on the topic of achieving success. She 
spoke about her earlier years growing up in Footscray in the 
Chinese-Cambodian community, and the everyday struggles she 
faced. She included some humorous anecdotes from her memoir, 
Unpolished	Gem.	This	novel	was	the	winner	of	the	Newcomer	of	
the Year division of Australian Book Industry Awards for 2007, and 
was selected as one of the 2007 Books Alive Great Reads.

The conference also featured speakers from Whitelion, a youth-at-
risk oriented charity. Tash and Sarai, both Whitelion mentors, spoke 
of earlier individual predicaments, the invaluable support provided 
by Whitelion, and how this support assisted them to turn their lives 
around and achieve much more from life.

Another Whitelion mentor, Sedale Threatt Jnr, recounted his life’s 
journey and the certain turning points in his life that led him 
and	his	father	to	set	up	the	Australian	Basketball	Digest	(AUBD)	
company.	The	AUBD	provides	Australian	basketball	athletes	with	
services and resources required to help them reach their maximum 
potential within the sport. Sedale Jnr is a professional basketball 
player with the Victorian team, the Sandringham Sabres. His active 
links with the profession and passion for young people to be their 
best was evident throughout his address. 

Holmesglen graduate, Cordilia Doyle also presented. Currently 
Cordilia	is	studying	Law,	at	Victoria	University	part-time	while	
working at the legal firm Allens Arthur Robinson.

A	number	of	student	awards,	sponsored	by	Melbourne’s	top-tier	
legal	firms,	were	presented	during	the	conference,	including:	

FIRST YEAR AWARDS: 
Felicity Campbell
Encouragement	Award,	sponsored	by	Clayton	Utz	
Joanne Riswick
Encouragement Award, sponsored by Allens Arthur Robinson 

SECOND YEAR AWARDS:
Ge Song
Academic	Award,	sponsored	by	Clayton	Utz
Sharon Latour
Encouragement Award, sponsored by Blake Dawson 

Philippa Piper, teacher from Business Services, said ‘the conference 
provided the students with first hand experience in organising and 
staging a conference.’

Submitted by Certificate IV in Public Relations students and their 
teachers, Jasmine Beschorner and Philippa Piper.
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Principal’s pleas: don’t leave TAFE out of trade wing plan
TAFEs should have a substantial role in the federal government’s 
$2.5 billion program to establish trade training centres in secondary 
schools, according to the head of a new-style Victorian TAFE-based 
vocational college which caters for senior secondary school-aged 
students.

Andrew Adamson, Principal of Holmesglen Vocational College at 
Moorabbin,	said	a	recent	student	study	showed	the	Holmesglen	
model was working and could meet the objectives of the 
government’s trade training centres in schools plan. 

Federal	Labor	announced	the	plan	last	May	as	a	way	to	‘turbo-
charge the training and skills of the next generation of Australians’. 
It said it would build trade centres in Australia’s 2650 secondary 
schools to help address skills shortages, raise Year 12 retention rates 
and provide career paths to trades and apprenticeships.

The plan earmarks up to $1.5 million to each secondary school to 
build or upgrade trade workshops, IT labs and other facilities. It 
also provides funds for schools to buy or replace equipment and 
to guarantee on-the-job training for their VET in school students. 
In return, schools will be required to employ suitably trained VET 
teachers,	expand	VET	programs	for	Year	9	and	10	students,	and	
develop individual mentoring plans for students at risk of dropping 
out. But Adamson said TAFEs can do all of this, and shouldn’t be 
sidelined.

‘TAFEs have a role to play, and a pretty substantial one. We’ve got 
a lot of expertise and good facilities that can be brought into this 
equation,’ Adamson said.Holmesglen Vocational College, part 
of	Melbourne’s	Holmesglen	Institute	of	TAFE,	had	been	set	up	to	
provide a vocationally oriented alternative to students who had 
become	disillusioned	with	school.	‘Most	of	the	students	who	come	
to us don’t want to go on and do an academic Year 11 and 12,’ 
he said. ‘We’re giving them an experience of applied learning.’  

Schools have vocational programs, but none of them are able to 
replicate the facilities and expertise we have.’ The college offers 
the	Victorian	Certificate	of	Applied	Learning	(VCAL)	program	
for Year 11 and 12 students who can choose from around 20 
vocational streams including building, hairdressing, multi-media, 
engineering, hospitality and recreation. There are also literacy and 
numeracy, work related skills and personal development units, plus 
a substantial elective component which can range from sport to 
fashion design. 

Adamson said the college had begun operations last year with 
about	190.	students,	and	was	the	forerunner	of	the	four	technical	
educational centres the state government is establishing at Ballarat, 
Wangaratta, Heidleberg and Berwick.  All are designed for senior 
secondary students and linked to TAFE institutions.

Adamson said a student expectations study conducted last year 
showed the model was working. The study involved a survey of 
around 100 students and interviews with students and staff. It 
found the students valued the hands-on experience they were 
receiving, with the vocational streams overwhelmingly their 
favourite part of the program. It also found 78 percent of the 
students intended to complete the VCAL and 75 per cent hoped 
to continue to studying for certificate IIIs. But Adamson said TAFEs 
around the country could contribute to the trade training centres 
in schools program, regardless of whether they operated along 
Holmesglen’s lines.

‘TAFE provides a huge number of secondary school students with 
VET in schools,’ he said.  ‘It’s a demonstration that TAFE can do this 
sort of thing very well. We’ve got a very good track record in being 
able to provide that for the school system’.

Article	excerpt	reprinted	from	CAMPUS	REVIEW,	Vol.18,	No.13,	1	
April 2008, written by John Ross.

Students	from	the	VACS	Department,	Moorabbin	Campus	outplayed	their	
rivals to secure the trophy for the annual Inter TAFE Bowling Competition held 
on	May	1st	at	Northcote	Bowl.

The VACS team bowled a great line throughout the competition and scored 
on aggregate points to snatch the honours in a tightly fought contest. They 
out pointed their rivals from eight other TAFE colleges with a determined effort 
by all team members.

Congratulations	to	Matt	Cetnar,	Sara	Molloy,	Theo	Papalaskaris,	Rachael	Hart,	
Zvi	Schweitzer,	Georgie	Wearne,	Alex	Mylonas,	Sarah	Anne	Cahill,	Jamie	Duell	
and Jodie Inglis.

Many	thanks	to	Rebecca	Wood	from	Student	Services	for	organising	our	
teams to play in such a great event.  

Students bowl over competition

Holmesglen’s Inter TAFE Bowling winners.
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Holmesglen Institute of TAFE 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT:

2008 AWARDS FESTIVAL

The Board noted that the Awards Festival was well underway with 
departments holding functions for their outstanding students at 
all levels. The Chief Executive reported that the two academic 
graduation	ceremonies	held	at	the	Melbourne	Convention	Centre	
was a success as was the Institute’s Charity Golf Day raising funds 
for charity. Board members were reminded of the Awards Festival 
dinner	on	Sunday,	25	May	at	the	Grand	Hyatt	in	Collins	Street.	

VISIT BY COLLEGE OF NORTH ATLANTIC (QATAR)

The Chief Executive reported that a delegation from the College of 
North	Atlantic	(Qatar)	(CNAQ)	had	been	to	visit	Holmesglen	over	
the past three days and discussions have been held with the visitors 
in relation to enrolment of students, competency based learning, 
teacher training, new courses and student exchanges. The Board 
noted that CNAQ are the training partners of Qatar Petroleum and 
the Institute’s relationship with them is additional to the QP contract.

BOARD MEETING 3/2008 HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 21 MAY 2008 
IN THE BOARD  ROOM, BUILDING 8 
CHADSTONE CAMPUS

MINISTERIAL SKILLS REFORM STATEMENT

The Chief Executive advised that the recent ministerial Skills Reform 
Statement has raised some concerns about its impact on students 
and TAFE Institutions. He said that the Institute has prepared a 
response to the ministerial statement. 

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR CLOSE DOWN FOR 2008/2009

The	Board	approved	the	close	down	for	Christmas/New	Year	
2008/2009	from:

12 noon Wednesday, 24 December 2008 
     to Friday, 2 January 2009 (both dates inclusive).

The	Institute	will	re-open	for	business	on	Monday,	5	January	2009.		
The Board will consider at a later meeting before the end of the 
year if the close-down period is to be made available without 
deduction from annual leave credits for eligible non-teaching staff.


