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The End
of an Era
An era has truly ended at Holmesglen with the
retirement of one of the longest serving Institute
Council members, George Dore.  

George has served on the Council of Holmesglen
for the entire twenty-five years since the inception
of the Institute in 1982.  In fact, George was first
appointed to the interim Council of Holmesglen
College of TAFE in late 1981.

Due to the foresight of his father who made sure
he had a good education, George became
passionate about education and training in the
industry.  His sons are fourth generation builder
and architect.  

George had been an active member of the
Education Committee of the Master Builders
Association of Victoria for many years and had
always employed apprentices in his building
company.  

George has held the position of Chairperson of
the Building and Planning Committee for 25 years
and is proud of his record of having missed only
three meetings of either the committee or
Council over the twenty-five years.

George has had significant involvement in all of
the many building projects undertaken at the
Institute.  He has certainly left his stamp on the
large and impressive campuses that have become
the hallmark of Holmesglen.  

George has reflected that it has been very
satisfying being part of a united, multi-skilled
Council.  He says that initially the Council set out
to provide a world class facility at Holmesglen
where all the trades could be taught under one
roof.  However, they soon realised that to be
successful, Holmesglen had to offer diverse
vocational and educational training.  George is
proud that Holmesglen is now recognised as
Australia’s largest and most successful TAFE
institute.  

In 2002 George was awarded the Order of
Australia Medal “for services to the building

industry and as an administrator and educator”.
At the time George noted “I would not have
received this award without having accepted the
invitation to join the Institute Council at
Holmesglen in 1982.  It was to begin as a
building industry college and it was a real
challenge to get it off the ground”.  

However, the founding fathers of Holmesglen had
big dreams and today Holmesglen continues to
be recognised for its growth, entrepreneurial spirit
and financial stability and strength.

Another important initiative in which George has
had a role, has been the successful development
and accreditation of Holmesglen’s building
degrees.   In 2004, George was a member of the
course advisory committee for the development
of the Bachelor of Applied Science (Built
Environment) which offers advanced standing
entry to students who have completed the
diplomas of building or surveying.  

George’s significant contribution to Holmesglen
and the TAFE sector over twenty-five years was
formally acknowledged at the Council Conference
held in July.  George graciously accepted a gift
and thanked the President of Council.  He also
thanked his wife Margaret for her support over
the twenty-five years, acknowledging that
without her assistance he would have found it
difficult to fulfil his many roles as proprietor of his
company, Council member and Chairperson of
the Building and Planning Committee.

Written by Avril Reagon, Business Development
Manager

George Dore admiring his watch with wife Margaret
(seated), pictured with Frank Virik - Deputy Director,
Louise Hill - Member of Institute Council, Hooi Atienza
- Secretary to the CEO and Bruce Prescott - Deputy
Director.
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Paragon Systems 
In partnership with Holmesglen
Paragon Systems, a well-known services company providing quality
desktop and server products, has a long-standing partnership with
Holmesglen TAFE. Paragon supplies Holmesglen’s desktop
computers and have for many years been major sponsors of the
annual Golf Day.

Their interest and support to Holmesglen has also extended to
training and education for Information Technology students when
a few years ago, Anthony Scolyer negotiated work placement for
students with Paragon Systems’ Oakleigh warehouse. From PC and
server production to networking and installation, plus a warranty
team and technicians in schools, Paragon offers a range of work
experience opportunities for 12 students every year – with
graduates often being approached for ongoing employment. From
2008, traineeships will be offered to a number of students
completing the Certificate IV in Information Technology.

One special opportunity involved Vincent Reiter who completed
Year 12 at Nazareth College and moved straight into a Holmesglen
course, finishing the two-year Diploma in Information Technology
(Systems Administration) in December 2006. 

At the recent Academic Graduations during Awards Festival 2007,
Frank Virik caught up with Vincent, who has a mild disability, and
learned that in spite of the efforts of a job placement agency, he
had not yet secured employment by May 2007.

Frank was dismayed that such a bright graduate was not being
given the opportunity to work, and approached Tony Tesoriero,
product manager at Paragon Systems. Tony immediately agreed to
support Vincent with work experience and a reference to find
ongoing employment. 

Vincent proved to be a great worker, performing a variety of roles
throughout the company over several weeks, finding server and PC
production to be the most interesting. Tony, impressed by Vincent’s
dedication, has offered him ongoing part-time employment. 

Vincent expressed thanks to Tony Tesoriero and Frank Virik for
negotiating the work opportunity, and acknowledged his
Information Technology teacher, Brad Alderson.

A great outcome for Vincent, which involved Holmesglen’s
teaching commitment, Industry Partner’s goodwill and senior
management eye for opportunity. 

Vincent Reiter, pictured with Tony Tesoriero at Paragon Systems.
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On Saturday 28 July the Waverley Campus Diploma of Hospitality
Management and Culinary students participated in a red carpet VIP
Function at the Langham Hotel, one of the Hospitality department’s
five star training partners.

The function, attended by 1300 people, was held to celebrate
opening night of the famous theatrical production Phantom of the
Opera. Given the number of guests in attendance the event was a
huge undertaking for the Langham Hotel Food and Beverage team
both back of house and front of house.

Holmesglen Culinary students worked in the kitchens during the
day assisting with food preparation and presentation, and in the
evening the Diploma students served food and beverages to the
guests. The students worked very hard and did an excellent job;
their participation was greatly appreciated by the Langham Hotel
staff and management.

This is the second function Holmesglen students have been asked
to participate in at the Langham Hotel this year. The first was the

Master Classes during the Food and Wine Festival in March where
students also worked in front and back of house roles.

Both events have been an excellent opportunity for the students to
gain work experience and they have greatly benefited from the
exposure to their chosen industry.

Hospitality Students 
Rub Shoulders with VIPs

Students prepare to serve their VIP guests 

The Recreation Team at Student Services put on many activities for the students
to get involved in during Mid-Year Carnival.  There were two events at each
campus and free food for all.

Chadstone had one day with the Three Minute Angels pampering everyone
with mini massages.  Pirate Pete painted amazing art work on people’s faces
and his partner Mrs Balloonatic was roaming around making some remarkable
balloon constructions.  A free BBQ was on the menu, and even in the cold
everyone enjoyed the food.  The second day at Chadstone Campus was
enjoyed by all with a chocolate fountain proving to be a hit once again, and
students having a bit of fun in Sumo Suits.

Moorabbin was lucky enough to have a beautiful sunny day when Wild Action
brought out many animals for the students to touch and hold.  The animals
included a huge snake, crocodile, frogs and even a baby Joey.  There was also a
BBQ on that day with sausages and veggie burgers for everyone. On the
second day at Moorabbin students were entertained by Magician Barry Govan,
who went around the cafeteria surprising students with his magical tricks.
There was a hot popcorn machine loved by all!

Waverley was also visited by the animals from Wild Action, while munching on
dim sims and potato cakes. The second day saw Pirate Pete showing students
balloon modelling, with Flora Dora doing the face painting.  They were both a
huge hit with the students who were lining up to be involved, while also
enjoying free popcorn.

Written by Rebecca Wood, Student Services

Mid-Year Carnival
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Open Day 2007
For the first time, Holmesglen opened all three of its campuses for one big Open Day on Saturday 11 August.
This gave visitors the opportunity to experience the Chadstone, Moorabbin and Waverley campuses on the same
day, or could choose to visit the campus that was most relevant to their study and career needs. Thank you to all
staff who gave their time to participate at each campus.

Chadstone
Chadstone Campus Open Day was a
success with approximately 2000 visitors
receiving a positive welcome, advice from
informed staff and a taste of life at
Holmesglen.
Visitors were able to tour the campus
facilities and participate in career seminars,
workshops and demonstrations including:

• A fun Jewellery Workshop that
allowed visitors to make a floating
pearl necklace to take home

• An inspiring Student Work Display
which showcased brilliant pieces from
our Visual Art & Design, Furnishing,
Glass & Glazing, Broadcasting,
Professional Writing & Editing, Building
Design & Technology and Ceramics
students

• A showcase of Bricklaying, Tiling and
Fibrous Plastering skills at the World
Skills Australia Regional Competitions

Comments from visitors about Chadstone
Campus Open Day included:

• “It showed me study options that I
was not previously aware of”.

• “It helped me to decide that I want to
study Business Administration and I am
way more informed now”.

• “It has made me want to do Aged
Care more than I already did”.

Moorabbin
Moorabbin campus had a range of great
displays and workshops, just a few of these
included: 

• Engineering with forging
demonstrations and free key tag
engraving;

• A stunning Chrysler kitted out with a
phenomenal sound system on display
for Electrotechnology;

• Card printing and a selection of
incredible student work from Art and
Design;

• Hospitality, Cookery and Bakery
roaming the campus with biscuits
and sweet buns.

There were also free BBQs and the band
Toasted, playing live in the Café.

Visitors commented on how helpful and
informative Holmesglen staff were, the
terrific student volunteers and interesting
demonstrations throughout.

Staff commented that the majority of visitor
enquiries were genuine, with prospective
students having a fair idea of what they
were looking for. 

Waverley
Waverley Campus Open Day attracted
approximately 1000 visitors this year.  A
focus was placed on showcasing all the
major buildings and facilities throughout
the campus including the new Horticulture
building and Unit Kitchen plus the Fitness &
Recreation facilities in Building 2.

Other areas throughout Building 1
experienced steady crowds until early
afternoon. All teaching centres offered
hands-on activities, student displays or
demonstrations for visitors to be involved in
plus course information stands and career
seminars.

Blood pressure testing, mini massages, an
outdoor recreation equipment display,
cupcake decorating and a floristry showcase
were some of the new activities on offer in
2007.

Thank you to all staff involved in the day,
it’s an important opportunity to showcase
the continuing development of this campus
to prospective students.

Electrotechnology teacher Charlie Vella strikes a pose with the Chrysler Some visitors try decorating cupcakes under the guidance of Cookery
teacher Nick Blackmore 
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Massage teacher Peta gives a prospective student a mini massage

Students take part in the World Skills Australia Regional Competitions

Culinary instructor Duncan White-Robertson cooking up a storm in
the Gourmet BBQ workshop

Teacher Carolyn Same helps a visitor in the Jewellery Workshop

Accolades for
Holmesglen
Students at Monash
Film Festival

Students from the Advanced Diploma of Screen and Advanced
Diploma of Animation had a very successful night at the
Monash Youth Film Festival recently. The Festival, run by
Monash City Council, held a screening of the best entries at
Clayton Hall on Friday 10 August. 

Six Holmesglen student films were short listed to be screened on
the night from an extensive number of entries, and three of
these films took home four awards.

“The films screened showed the diversity of the stories that
Holmesglen students are attempting to tell” said Screen Course
Coordinator Sky Crompton. 
The films include work from both first and second year students
and also represent work from students in each year that the
relatively new Screen course has been run. 

“It is really encouraging for the students to see success from
their efforts while they are still completing the course and to
have your work seen by an audience is the ultimate test for any
creative artist” Sky said.
The films screened and awards won were:

Ashes to Ashes by Simon Black 
- Best Animation
Colorado by Nicholas Prideaux 
- Best Cinematography
Hide and Seek by Eszter Faradi 
- Best Sound and Best Female Artist
The Girl in the Mirror by Robert Smellin
Tinted Eyes by Miles Reeves
War of the Welles by Luke Jedd

The Audience Favourite award went to Holmesglen student
Luke Jedd for The Angle Girl, a film he completed prior to
joining the course.

Hide and Seek and Ashes to Ashes also recently screened at the
Bayside Film Festival and Ashes to Ashes has been nominated
for Best Tertiary Animation in the ATOM Awards to be held later
in the year.

There will be a screening of Holmesglen Animation and Screen
work at ACMI on Sunday 9 December. More information will be
available on the Holmesglen website closer to the date.
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Vocational and Community Studies

A Winning Combination

Students from the Vocational and Community Studies Department
and Certificate IV in Fitness are taking the opportunity to advance
their skills and knowledge in practical and mutually beneficial
training sessions at the Fitness Centre, Moorabbin Campus.

Once a week the students from VACS are receiving one-on-one
training from the highly skilled Personal Training students under the
supervision of Fitness Centre Manager and teacher Paul Mitchell.

Each session lasts for one hour and the students are taken through
their gym programs under expert guidance. Proper warm up and
stretching protocols are implemented before each session. Weight
training techniques are monitored to ensure correct form, posture
and breathing. This gives a great opportunity for the Personal
Training students to apply their skills in the most practical of
situations. 

The VACS students are responding well to this practical application.
Many of the students have now joined the Fitness Centre and are
attending in their own time. This impacts positively on their general
well being, sense of worth and allows them the opportunity to
participate in an empowering activity. Many thanks to Paul and all
Fitness Centre staff for all their help and encouragement. The VACS
Department have been using the Fitness Centre with different
groups through out the year. The spirit of cooperation between the
two Departments has been outstanding.

Written by Peter Jones, VACS Department, Moorabbin Campus

Business at the 
Moorabbin Bakery 
Groups of students and their supervising teachers from the VACS
Department and Vocational College have been very busy this year
operating and working in the Retail Bakery at the Moorabbin
Campus. 

VACS students are enrolled in the Certificate I in Transition
Education and Certificate I in Work Education. The Bakery provides
a valuable work experience in retail training. Students have the
opportunity to work on a cash register and serve customers in a
real setting. 

The Bakery has provided a retail experience to students that have
never had the opportunity to serve customers or deal with handling
money before.  “I love serving the customers, I am learning how to
work in a busy workplace and keep smiling” says Gail, a 20 year-
old Work Education student.

The Bakery sells a variety of bread, rolls and bakery-style sweets and
biscuits. Cooked food such as soups and prepared meals - from
roasts to pastas - vary weekly and are also on sale. All food is
prepared and cooked by Hospitality students at the Moorabbin
Campus as part of their mainstream class tuition. The Bakery
operates Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 1.00pm to 2.30pm
with VACS students and Tuesday and Thursday from 12.00pm to
1.00pm with Vocational College students. 

Please come in for great meals, excellent deals and help support
your students in training!

2007 Prime Minister’s
Employer of the Year Awards
Health, Human and Community Services congratulates
Holmesglen’s VACS Department on their nomination in the 2007
Prime Minister’s Employer of the Year awards.

The VACS Department were nominated by Eastworks Employment
in recognition of their excellence in the employment of people with
disabilities. Di Wilson, Liz Jansz accompanied Ryan Park, and Angie
Butler attended the presentation dinner at the Great Hall in
Parliament House, Canberra. 

The VACS Department and Eastworks Employment have established
a strong relationship in supporting opportunities and on-the-job
training in a range of employment, including Certificate II in
Horticulture, Certificate II in Asset Maintenance, and Certificate II in
Business Administration. A total of 36 students have gone on to
traineeships and full-time employment. Trainees have gained
apprenticeships within Holmesglen at Waverly Campus, and two
within the Holmesglen Gardening Service. This successful
partnership between Eastworks and the VACS Department has
increased opportunities for all. 

Written by Di Wilson, Manager, Vocational & Community Studies
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Construction of New
Golf Hole Tees Off!
The first stage of the re-location of the turf training ground at
the Waverley Campus has been completed.

A golf hole including tee, fairway, bunkers and green, has being
constructed in the new location, in front of the Horticulture
building, by Densal Pty Ltd. 

This area, for educational training purposes only, has been
relocated from the north east corner of the campus and will
become a centrally located outdoor ‘classroom’ for the
Horticulture department. 

Horticulture students will now complete the project using the site
in their practical training.

Landscaping of the remainder of the Horticulture zone will
continue over the coming months including lighting, garden
beds, glasshouse construction and tree planting.

WELCOME

The President of Council welcomed Mr Jonathan Forster to his first
Council meeting. Mr Forster was co-opted to the Council pending
confirmation of his nomination as a Ministerial appointment
(Industry category) by the Minister.  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT:

AWARDS FESTIVAL 2007
The Chief Executive reported that the Awards Festival for 2007 has
been concluded and generally the feedback has been positive.  No
significant changes to the format would be made for 2008.

MASTER PLANNING - CHADSTONE - WARRIGAL ROAD
FRONTAGE
Council noted that a concept plan for the development of the
Chadstone Campus Warrigal Road frontage would be presented to
the August Building and Planning Committee Meeting. 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM IN NURSING
The Chief Executive reported that the nursing degree could be
submitted for accreditation by September 2007.  He said that a
range of interest groups were opposed to a degree in Nursing
being offered by a TAFE Institute.  

COLLEGE OF IMMIGRATION TENDER
Council noted that the Institute was one of five organisations short-
listed for the Immigration College tender. The other four
organisations are universities. The tender to be submitted in August
would include Swinburne as a partner, with Holmesglen the lead
agent. 

“BLASTED RED TREE”
Council members have been invited to attend the unveiling of “The
Blasted Red Tree” on Thursday, 16 August 2007 at 6.00 p.m. at
Holmesglen. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING ACT
The Chief Executive reported that the Education and Training Act
has been passed, however, the Act has little impact on TAFE.  He
said that the Council and Council members would be called Board
and Board members.  The new Act has provision to remunerate
Council members for attendance at Council and Committee
meetings.  A procedure to pay Council members would be advised
at the next Council meeting.

RETIREMENT OF MR GEORGE DORE OAM FROM THE COUNCIL
The President of Council advised that this would be Mr Dore’s last
Council meeting. He said that Mr Dore was an outstanding Council
member having been on the Council for over 25 years since the
Institute began.  He thanked Mr Dore for his invaluable
contribution.  

The Council recorded a round of applause for Mr Dore.

HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE OF TAFE COUNCIL MEETING 4/2007 
HELD ON SATURDAY, 21 JULY 2007 AT 4.00 P.M. 
AT LINDENDERRY, RED HILL (COUNCIL CONFERENCE 2007)

MINUTES



Deadline for next issue 4 September 2007
Send articles to Kristen Remington

kristenr@holmesglen.vic.edu.au    Extension 1680

Update from the
Prospective Student Officer
The Prospective Student Program became a veritable roadshow,
trucking out to VCE career nights at over 50 secondary schools in
the South Eastern Region this season alone. 

The Marketing Department acknowledges the support of the
following departments who encouraged students with their study
option enquiries: Creative Arts; Building and Construction; Business
Services Centre; Tourism and Recreation; Horticulture; and
Hospitality, Cookery and Bakery

Thank you to Avril Reagon, Barb Hicks, Andrew Adamson, Ann
Jeans and Daniel Norton for guest speaking the recent Chadstone
Campus Host Program on 27 July. The next Host Program is at the
Moorabbin Campus on 14 September. 

Arc 21 Exhibition
First and second year Visual Art, Multimedia and Certificate IV in
Design students will be showcasing a number of diverse new
works in ARC 21 Gallery. The works range from drawings and
photography to paintings, digital images and collage.

New lighting has recently been installed and new security cameras
will assist in providing a safe and welcoming environment. Please
take the opportunity to view a wonderful variety of works which
are on display until 30 August. A reminder that no food or drink is
to be consumed in the gallery area. 

The Breakfast Club
The Breakfast Club has re-opened for second semester with a new
group of VCAL/ Vocational College Hospitality students. The
selection of delicious, good-value meals include the Cilantro Fry-
Up, poached eggs on a bed of spinach with hollandaise sauce or
scrambled eggs on toast.

There is also cereal, toast with condiments or a pancake stack
topped with seasonal fruit and maple syrup.
Prices range from only $3.00 to $5.00, with smoothies, juice and
great coffee available as well.

The Breakfast Club is open at Cilantro restaurant Moorabbin most
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7.30am to 8.30am. We look forward
to seeing you for brekky!

The ELF Team

Know your ELF
E-Learning Facilitators (affectionately known as ELFs) have been
busy since the start of April in setting up their centre projects. They
will be acting as the champions in their centre and are there to
support teachers. They can showcase different ways to use e-
learning tools and resources to make learning more engaging for
our students.

Please contact your mentor (ELF) if you would like more
information or assistance.

Our ELF team in 2007 is:
• Rita Chiu – CLP
• Claire Milligan – BSC (Chadstone)
• Chris Adams – APT
• Jonathon McAleese – HTR
• Richard Hill – BSC (Moorabbin)
• Kenneth Rankin – HCS
• Emad Akhnouh – HCB
• Roy Tyrell – DAS (Chadstone)
• Steven Henderson – DAS (Waverley).

Written by Kulari Lokuge, Teacher, Business Services Centre


