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Carpentry Apprentice Wins
National Master Builders Award

Christopher Lynch, a 3rd Year Carpentry
Apprentice has won the Master Builders
Association National Apprentice of the Year.
Chris will be presented with the award at
the Master Builders International
Conference, Building Exhibition and National
Awards 2007, to be held at the Gold Coast
from 8 to10 November.

It has been a year of great achievements for
Chris as he was also named Best Certificate
III in Building & Construction 3rd Year
Apprentice, and Best Overall Carpentry
Student at the Awards Festival Carpentry
Awards on 15 May. A few weeks later, he
was presented with the Master Builders State
Apprentice of the Year.

The Apprentice of the Year is the highest
honour awarded to students by the Master
Builders Association.

Through his apprenticeship, Chris was involved
with a number of onsite projects, working
with the team that built the Green House at
the Waverley campus. He was involved with a
charity project building structures and access
ramps for a school in Wheeler’s Hill. 

Chris was congratulated by the judges for his
vision and desire to extend his capability. He
was also commended by his employer, J & S
Kennedy Renovations, for his confidence and
organisational skills. He is now running his own
business, the Empire Construction Group.

Chris Lynch, pictured at the Holmesglen Institute Awards Festival
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Accounting Degree
Receives CPA
Accreditation
Holmesglen’s Bachelor of Business (Accounting) has been
awarded full accreditation from CPA Australia, making
Holmesglen the first TAFE institute in Australia to receive
this recognition.

With a membership of more than 112,000 finance,
accounting and business professionals across the globe, CPA
Australia is the sixth largest accounting body in the world.
Graduates of Holmesglen’s accounting degree will now have
the opportunity to apply for associate membership of this
highly recognised organisation, and achieve full membership
status following the successful completion of the CPA
program, allowing them to practice as an accountant.

Maxine Courtier, Manager of Graduate and Degree
Programs, Business Services Centre is delighted with the
professional recognition of the accounting degree by one of
the industry’s key professional bodies.

“It will increase the employability of our graduates by
giving them networking opportunities within CPA with
practicing accountants, access to work experience and
internships, and the chance for ongoing study in the CPA
program”, she said.

Holmesglen’s accreditation submission document was
required to include evidence the core curriculum areas that
every CPA accredited course must deliver will be satisfied
by students completing Holmesglen’s accounting program.  

In July CPA Australia conducted a thorough assessment of the
delivery of the program, including a site visit where they
interviewed current students and staff and examined the
Institute’s resources.  They also examined subject outlines and
marking papers, as well as staff qualifications and experience.

As part of this new relationship between Holmesglen and
CPA, Alison Buckle, Business Development Executive, CPA
Australia visited Chadstone Campus on Wednesday 17
October to speak to current accounting students.

She outlined the benefits of becoming an associate member
of the CPA and identified career prospects for students
following the successful completion of the Bachelor of
Business (Accounting).

Students were given the opportunity to sign up as members
of CPA’s student network for free on the day.  CPA Passport
members are given access to graduate recruitment evenings,
the CPA library, discounted handbooks, work experience and
a free subscription to Real Business magazine.

Alison Buckle, CPA Australia addresses the accounting students

Accounting students learn about the benefits of CPA Australia membership
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Deakin Helps
Commerce Students
To Revise
On Thursday 25 October Dr Di Waddell of Deakin University
delivered a 2 hour revision lecture to international students
in the Diploma of Commerce (Deakin Transfer Program),
studying the management unit.  

The Associate Professor from the Bowater School of
Management and Marketing provided students with an
overview of the whole unit, as well as tips on how to study
and prepare for the exam they were due to sit the following
week.  The lecture covered all key examinable areas,
providing the student with the opportunity to clarify any
topics of concern. 

If students pass the course they will be transferred to the
second year of the Bachelor of Commerce at Deakin
University next year.

Maxine Courtier, Manager of Graduate and Degree
Programs, Business Services Centre acknowledged the
important link between the two education providers.

“The relationship between Holmesglen and Deakin has been
a long standing and extremely valuable one for the Business
Services Centre, and I look forward to this relationship
continuing in the future”, she said.

Assoc Prof Di Waddell is currently conducting the
external moderation of Holmesglen’s Bachelor of
Business (Executive Administration) with Maxine Courtier.
The moderation process will involve ensuring the
program is being delivered according to the accreditation
document and will include interviews with staff and
students in the program.

Assoc Prof Di Waddell with the Diploma of Commerce students

Holmesglen
Employment South
Australian Site
Launch
Holmesglen Employment’s new Norwood Job Network site in
South Australia was officially opened on Friday 19 October
by Vinie Ciccarello, local member for Norwood. The site is
perfectly positioned for job seekers to access job searching
facilities, and utilise eight new ACER computers.  

Holmesglen Employment South Australian staff welcomed
guests at the launch including representatives from
Centrelink, CRS Australia, several community organisations,
local employers and government representatives from the
Department of Employment and Workplace Relations.

Representing Holmesglen at the launch was CEO Bruce
Mackenzie, Mary Faraone, Avril Reagon, Rosemary Burns and
several departmental staff.  During the launch David Powell,
General Manager of Holmesglen Employment, expressed his
sincere thanks to ACER Computers for their support,

matching dollar for dollar the purchase of the new ACER
computers across all South Australian sites.  David also
acknowledged the opportunity for Holmesglen Employment
to tailor training and employment packages for local
employers and industry.

Fully refurbished by Holmesglen, the Norwood site provides a
fresh, welcoming environment for job seekers, who have
already voiced their appreciation returning again and again
to use the facilities.  At the Opening Ceremony, the local
member Vinie Ciccarello declared her passion for the region,
thanking Holmesglen for providing support services to local
job seekers and acknowledging the importance of
community participation and local industry expansion.

Local Member Vinie Ciccarello cuts the ribbon to officially open the
Holmesglen Employment Norwood site



p 4

Holmesglen Institute of TAFE Monthly Newsletter

Students Go Green
The Diploma of Business Administration students held a “Going
Green” conference on Monday 22 October at the Conference
Centre, Chadstone Campus.

Focussing on what students can do to save the environment,
the conference provided information about recycling, resources
and carbon emissions. Simon Purssey of major sponsor 13 CABS
carried out the official opening.

The Diploma students looked terrific in their “green” T shirts
and had many exciting events lined up.  Delegates were treated
to a “green” morning tea based on green themed foods,
cupcakes, quiches and pastries; generously donated lucky prizes,
including hampers of organic skin care products from Miessence
and the Purist Company; Carbon Planet carbon credit gift packs;
a book from Penguin; and a 13CABS voucher.

In the Conference Centre car park a demonstration was given
by Nowet Waterless Car Clean, who also provided 20 gift packs.
Mobile Muster set up a collection point to collect old mobiles.

Guest speakers were Dr. Robert Bell from the CSIRO, who spoke
about the world’s depleting resources and Peter Patterson from
Replas Recycled Plastic Products, who showed the audience
what amazing things they make out of plastic.

The Diploma students also screened “commercials” filmed by
Diploma student Joanne Ware on how to conserve resources
and save the environment. They contained a serious message
with a humourous twist.

The conference commenced with a beautiful PowerPoint
presentation created by Elena Glebova of before and after
images of nature, to set the mood as well as move and
inspire the audience.

At the conclusion of the conference, delegates were presented
with promotional bags filled with “green” donations from
companies such as Décor Pebble, South East Water, Save the
Koala, Growing Gifts, Close the Loop, Cartridge World and
Carbon Planet.

Simon Purssey of 13CABS said he was “delighted to be
associated with such a great group of people that showed
professionalism and dedication to the task at had.  Well done -
you all deserve an A+”.  He is going to immortalise one of the T
shirts to be framed and hung at 13CABS’ Head Office.

Diploma student Michelle Kleppsch, the MC of the conference
said, “We showcased easy and meaningful ways that we can
contribute to reduce the environmental footprint – and had a
lot of fun doing so!”

Written by Marlous Mol-Clement, Teacher, Business Services Centre 

Simon Purssey (13CABS) and teacher Marlous Mol-Clement with Diploma of Business Administration students

(L-R) Omer Ahmed, Chris Sanders (Nowet Waterless Car Wash), Honi
Walker (PACIA), Peter Patterson (Replas Recycled Plastic Products), Dr.
Robert Bell, Korien Rodrigues, Simon Purssey (13CABS) and Gary Peacock
(Cartridge World)
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The Centre for Language Programs hosted
a thank you luncheon in Hemisphere’s
Swirl Bar on Tuesday 23 October. A
number of Holmesglen staff attended this
very successful inaugural event, to
personally thank the businesses that offer
work placements to students who are
learning English.

Special thanks to Steve Bungay from
Envision IT and Chris Packer of Results
Direct Pty Ltd for their outstanding support
every semester. 

David Endean spoke about the
importance of companies who support
students with work placement,
recognising their commitment to
providing opportunities for skilled
migrants to re-enter their profession in
the Australian job market. Up to 70% of
students completing work placements are
offered ongoing employment. All the
students have professional qualifications
recognised by the Overseas Qualification
Unit, and go on to bring their expertise
and experience to increasingly diverse
Australian workplaces.

The representatives from each business were
presented with a gift in recognition of their
ongoing support. The event was organised by
Irene Somerset, Industry Liaison for CLP. The
Hemisphere staff were perfectly attentive and
helped make this event a success.

David Endean, Director, International Centre pictured with Steve Bungay Director, Envision I.T.

Audrey Don, Teaching Centre Manager, pictured with John Mildren, Project Manager Victorian
Institute of Teaching and Inaam Barakat, Program Manager, Employment Grants Program from
the Department for Victorian Communities (managing the Overseas Qualifications Unit)

Irene Somerset, Coordinator,
Industry Liaison, Centre for
Language Programs

Employer Thank You Lunch
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Welfare Development Projects Making
Valuable Contribution
First year Welfare students, many of whom are
Internationals, are currently completing their Community
Development Projects, as part of the unit Develop and
Implement a Community Development Strategy. Many of
these projects are making a valuable contribution to local
communities and organisations in need.

• One student is working in a community centre with a
group of Aboriginal people. This group has monthly
community lunches and therefore are in need of a
cabinet to store goods for the picnics they have. By
empowering them, the student is getting them to build
their own cabinet as a group.

• Another student is helping a group of secondary teachers
arrange a weekly group meeting to better their
professionalism.

Most heart warming are the projects being undertaken by
the international students, who only arrived in Australia
three months ago.

• One student is organising a gardening group for
residents of an aged care home who miss things they did
in their youth.

• Another is organising get togethers through a community
centre, for elderly who are lonely in the community, in
order to help them find new friendships.

• Another is helping a church and a neighbourhood house
meet together and become one big community that
collaborates in fund raising for the local community.

Other projects include assistance in marketing a child day
care centre, finding volunteers for a public library, developing
new services in a community centre and more.

The projects are not only limited to outside communities. 
• One student is working with the Information Commons

at Waverley campus to get students to respect one
another more while studying there. 

• Another who found, that like her, most of her class mates
have no friends or family in Australia, is organising parties
for the class community. These parties include learning
about each others cultures, so that all the students will
understand each other better.

As teachers, we see our students grow and develop into
professionals through their learning and gain of experience.
Yet the beauty is to realise how through this process they are
also helping the Australian community become more
motivated and empowered to better itself. 
This is what Welfare students and workers are really
contributing to our citizens and society.

Written by Ayala Vansover, Teacher, Human and Community Services
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Graduates Showcase Artwork
Graduates of the Diploma of Arts (Visual Arts)
exhibited a selection of works at the ARC 21
gallery, with opening night on Thursday 25
October. Over 50 guests attended the
exhibition titled ‘I mark this day with a White
Stone’, with a diverse collection of works by
nine graduating students.

The exhibition was officially opened by David
Benson, Teaching Centre Manager for the
Department of Design, Multimedia and Art. He
thanked the staff from Art and Design for their
input into the exhibition, and assisting the
students to achieve their vision.  David read an
excerpt from the book entitled “Even Eagles
Need a Push”.

The eagle gently coaxed her offspring
toward the edge of the nest.  Her
heart quivered with conflicting
emotions as she felt their resistance
to her persistent nudging. “Why does
the thrill of soaring have to begin
with the fear of falling?” she thought.
This ageless question was still
unanswered for her.

As in the tradition of the species, her
nest was located high on a shelf of a
sheer rock face.  Below there was
nothing but air to support the wings
of each child.  “Is it possible that this
time it will not work?” she thought.
Despite her fears, the eagle knew it
was time.  Her parental mission was
all but complete.  There remained one
final task – the push.

The eagle drew courage from an
innate wisdom.  Until her children
discovered their wings, there was no
purpose for their lives.  Until they
learned how to soar, they would fail
to understand the privilege it was to
have been born an eagle.  The push
was the greatest gift she had to offer.
It was her supreme act of love.  And
so one by one she pushed them, and
they flew.

Bridget Hillebrand presented encouragement
awards to recognise the developing talents of
three of the students - Kate Pettifer, Rosemary
Duncan and Diane Jolley, and expressed the
sense of privilege she experienced in working
with such great young talent.Rosemary Duncan’s oil on canvas, ‘Forest of Knowledge’

Jack Davies, ‘Looking for his teeth’



Holmesglen student, Mata Tuerei (Tui) Mani, had reason to be
very grateful for her training recently. Tui saved the life of a friend
in the community using her newly learnt First Aid skills.  

Tui is completing the Certificate III in Children’s Services off-
campus through Holmesglen’s delivery of the program for The
City of Kingston. Vivienne Huybens, a Human & Community
Services teacher, has been teaching Tui and the rest of the group.

“One of the subjects I teach is First Aid” she says. “It is a
workplace orientated subject however, it can be applied
wherever you are”.

In Tui’s case this was very true. The gentleman Tui saved was
unconscious and not breathing.  By following the basic steps in
the Primary Survey of First Aid, Tui successfully revived the
gentleman while awaiting the arrival of an ambulance.  Tui told
her teacher, if she had not had the training and practical skills -
having practiced CPR on a manikin only a couple of weeks prior
- she would not have had the confidence to save a life.

Vivienne says of the incident “I am so proud of Tui’s efforts and
the fact is we can all make a difference!”

Written by Vivienne Huybens, Teacher, Human and
Community Services
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Tui (left) with her teacher Vivienne Huybens

Expect the Unexpected

Students completing the Diploma of
Laboratory Technology (Biotechnology)
recently welcomed two exchange students
from Singapore. Nazirah Siron (Naz) and
Nurulhuda Samat (Huda) were in Melbourne
for four weeks, joining the microbiology
classes and completing a one week work
placement at Monash.

Fiona McKechnie and Sarah Larcombe
‘buddied’ with the students to help them
get oriented at Holmesglen, and recommend
all the best sights and experiences that Naz
and Huda should take advantage of while
on their exchange! 

The two students were very excited to be
here, staying locally in Highett, and planned
to check out the Queen Victoria Markets,
Direct Factory Outlet (DFO) and Federation
Square.

A reciprocal exchange for two Holmesglen
students to visit Singapore is planned for
2008.

Biotechnology Exchange Students 
from Singapore

Huda and Naz, pictured second and third from the right, with their
Microbiology class.
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Left to right, drawing studio, students relaxing in the sweeping entrance, and design studios

New Design Facility at Chadstone

The first week of term saw many Holmesglen staff intrigued
by the newly finished Design Department facilities, and its
sensational entrance in the area previously occupied by the
gym at the eastern end of Level 2, Building 2. 

The refurbished area houses three new design studios, a
dedicated print and utility room, a drawing studio and
staff facilities. The Graphic Art and Design Department
was previously located in the northern section of Building
2 and had evolved over the past eight years to
accommodate the ever increasing student numbers. Staff
and students are now housed in a purpose-built facility

incorporating functional work areas, and to replicate a
graphic design environment.

Second year students from the Diploma of Arts (Graphic
Arts) and the Advanced Diploma of Arts (Graphic
Design) are currently working on the design of some
large format decals that will adorn the curved entrance
area. These should be in place by the end of the year, so
watch this space!

Written by Jenny Horwill, Graphic Art and Design 
Program Coordinator
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT:

QATAR PETROLEUM TENDER
The Chief Executive updated the Council on the Qatar
Petroleum Tender. He advised that the Institute has
been instructed by Qatar Petroleum to negotiate the
contract price on November 12, 2007 in Qatar.  He
said that Holmesglen would be in attendance in Qatar
on November 12 and a report on the outcome of the
negotiations would be provided at the November
meeting.

BACHELOR OF NURSING
The Chief Executive reported that the Institute’s
Bachelor of Nursing has been submitted for
accreditation.  In the mean time, discussions on
collaborating with the University of Tasmania are
continuing.

DIAC – IMMIGRATION COLLEGE TENDER
The Chief Ex cutive advised that the
Holmesglen/Swinburne consortium attended and
made a formal presentation to DIAC in Canberra in
September. 

STATE GOVERNMENT – MINISTERIAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mr Mackenzie drew attention to attached advice
(OTTE Executive Memo 2007-46) that Minister Allan
has initiated a governance review of TAFE Institutions.
The Minister announced this review at the recent TDA
Convention in Melbourne, however, the purpose and
scope of the review was unclear at this stage.

The Council noted that on 21 November, 2007 Minister
Allan would be in attendance at Holmesglen to launch
the Institute’s Furnishing Industry, Design & Innovation
Centre (FIDIC).

TDA CONVENTION – 24-25 SEPTEMBER 2007
Council was advised that the 2007 TDA Convention
held recently at the Melbourne Exhibition and
Convention Centre was a successful event and that
several Holmesglen staff participated as speakers at
the Convention.  The Chief Executive said that TDA
would be releasing an election manifesto calling for
improved funding for TAFE Institutes. 

HOLMESGLEN COLOURS FOR STUDENT
GRADUATION IN 2008
The Chief Executive advised that in 2008, Holmesglen
academic colours would be worn for the first time by
student graduates at the awards ceremonies.  The
Holmesglen colours are “Kingfisher Blue” and Gold.
Council was advised that the first batch of
Holmesglen’s degree students will also be graduating.
Council noted a range of coloured stoles and hoods
on display.

HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE OF TAFE 
COUNCIL MEETING 6/2007

HELD ON 17 OCTOBER 2007 AT 6.00 PM
IN THE BOARD ROOM, BUILDING 8, CHADSTONE CAMPUS

MINUTES
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Six students from the Graphic Art and Design Department
achieved success at the national Southern Cross
Packaging Awards for 2007 and the Australian Paper
Saxton Scholars awards.

Elly Bolitho and Josh Brown were awarded Bronze and Silver
respectively, in the Southern Cross Packaging Awards. The
awards are open to University and TAFE students from
across Australia. Students are required to work on an
industry brief and come up with an innovative packaging
solution. The briefs are set by companies such as Visy,
Alcoa, Amcor, Avery Dennison and Australia Post. 

Josh Brown received his award for a combined packaging
and disposal solution for chewing gum. His solution provided
a novel design solution to satisfy his target audience. 

Elly Bolitho received her Bronze award for the design of a
resealable coffee package. Elly’s package was stylish and eye
catching. Both winning packages will tour the major
Australian cities.

Four first year students, Daniel Cunningham, Christopher
Koch, Samantha Klaver and Robert Mangoni, entered the
annual Saxton Scholars competition for students of graphic
design and visual communication, coordinated by Australian

Paper. Saxton Scholars requires students to conceptualise
and develop an idea or project to be executed by any of the
activities captured within graphic design and visual
communication.  The competition recognises ten entries as
finalists and four of those top ten finalists were from
Holmesglen. Entries are open to all Universities and TAFE
Institutes from around Australia. 

The wonderful achievements by the Graphic Art and
Design students and staff puts Holmesglen at the
forefront in delivery of design programs. The competition
allows students the opportunity to work on challenging
industry briefs in consultation with technical advisers and
personnel from the design industry. Thanks to the Graphic
Art and Design Department staff who have supported the
students throughout the process to achieve this great
result.

Written by Jenny Horwill, Graphic Art and Design Program Coordinator

Graphic Art and Design Student Success

Left to right, Chris Koch, Robert Mangoni, Dan Cunningham and Sam Klaver. 
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Deadline for next issue 30 November 2007
Send articles to Kristen Remington 

KristenR@holmesglen.vic.edu.au    Extension 1680

Central
Australia
Safari Tour 
The 2007 Central
Australia Safari Tour left
for an adventure packed
12 days in mid
September. Most of the
72 students were
Internationals - all ready
to explore the red sandy desert and make new friends.

The tour group visited Uluru, Kings Canyon, Simpson's Gap,
Coober Pedy, Alice Springs and lots more. Spectacular scenic
walks, swimming in billabongs formed from natural
underground springs, and a visit to the Cultural Centre in
Yulara to gain a deeper understanding of the Aboriginal
culture and history, were part of a great trip.

Throughout the tour were social events including a Trivia
Night and a Ladies Night. The trip was an opportunity for
students to make new friends and to see sights they would
possibly never see again. A fantastic time was had by all
staff and students!

Art Spaces in Unusual
Places 
A number of Moorabbin campus Art and Design students
have 18 works in the window of a local solicitor's office.
Schwartz Barristers and Solicitors have set up a mini gallery
in the large front window of their office space and have
encouraged local schools and colleges to display student art
works.  The variety of art and design works include 3-D and
2-D and will be on display for only a short while longer.

Schwartz Barristers and Solicitors are located at 556 -558
North Rd Ormond.

Written by Susan McKay, Art and Design Department

Multi-Cultural Week
Multi-Cultural Week, from 15 to 18 October, was a great
success with two events held at Moorabbin and Chadstone,
and one at Waverley.  

Students had an amazing selection of free food at all
campuses – spring rolls, samosas, fried rice and international
cakes and sweets.  The night students at Moorabbin were
treated to an enjoyable sushi feast.

The entertainment was fantastic and a huge hit with the
students. Indian musicians at Waverley played traditional
instruments and produced fabulous music.  Chadstone
students saw a drumming performance and lots of students
were involved in a workshop that followed.  Moorabbin was
dazzled by belly dancers ‘Arabella’ and many students
learned to shake their groove thing with the troupe.

A great week with many cultural influences!

A Fond Farewell
Sylvia Jobson, Administrative Assistant in the Purchasing
Department, retired on 19 October. Mike Leeds, Purchasing
Manager, thanks her for her contribution to the team and
years of service to the department.

Students strike a pose in front of the iconic
Uluru.

Drumming workshop in Chadstone Wintergarden courtyard


