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The Computing and Information Technology
Department, in conjunction with Australian
Industry Group, will run an exciting,
interactive career expo for Year 10 and 11
students on Tuesday 20 March at Kingston
City Hall.

Byte Through IT will showcase the range of
career opportunities students can explore in
computing and information technology (CIT)
and will include interactive workshops and
activities from some of Australia’s leading CIT
providers, including Nintendo, Apple, Hewlett
Packard, NEC and Microsoft.

This new initiative will also feature career
panel discussions and presentations from
funding provider Multimedia Victoria, as well
as Holmesglen and the Australian Industry
Group.

Key feeder schools that Holmesglen enjoy a
strong relationship with will be invited to
attend this exclusive event.  Participating
schools will go into the running to be
awarded a teacher’s scholarship to complete a
vendor certification program with the
Institute, and students will also have the
opportunity to win prizes.

Anthony Scolyer, TCM – Computing &
Information Technology, hopes that Byte
Through IT will attract over 100 students who
will learn about some of the interesting career
pathways that exist in CIT, as well as interact
with some of the latest technologies in the
industry. 

“The event is a wonderful opportunity to
demonstrate to prospective students the vast
array of career opportunities that emanate
from the IT industry and reinforce the
importance of a vocational learning model,
similar to that on offer at Holmesglen.”

Byte Through IT  
Interactive Careers Expo
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New Degree   
New Accounting Degree to Ease Skills Shortage

When a search on an employment
website for ‘accountant’ yields nearly
three thousand jobs advertised in the
last month, you know the balance of
supply and demand is a little skewed.
Holmesglen’s new Bachelor of Business
(Accounting), a course that will run at
Chadstone for the first time in 2007,
will help redress that balance.

The course was endorsed by the
National Institute of Accountants last
year, and offers students a career in a

booming industry, with a variety of job
options. Diploma students also benefit
from guaranteed credit and, most
importantly, a guaranteed place in the
degree. Students can also choose to exit
the course after two years of full-time
study, and will be awarded the Associate
Degree in Business (Accounting).

This expansion of Holmesglen’s courses,
longer semesters, lower fees and
friendly and practical teaching methods
are quickly attracting students to study

degrees at the Institute. The Bachelor of
Business (Accounting) should enjoy the
same popularity as the BSC’s other
degree in Executive Administration, first
offered in 2006.

HIT Student Wins    
Brad Hunter Wins 2006 Australian Vocational Student Prize
Certificate II in Engineering graduate
Brad Hunter was recently awarded with
a Department of Education, Science and
Training 2006 Australian Vocational
Student Prize.

The Australian Vocational Student Prize
(AVSP) recognises Year 12 students who
demonstrate exceptional skill,
commitment and achievement while
undertaking an Australian School-based
Apprenticeship or a Vocational
Education and Training (VET) in Schools
program. 

The Ashwood College student
completed the certificate at Holmesglen

as part of the VET in Schools program
and was one of 500 recipients of the
award Australia-wide.  He was
recognised with a certificate and a cash
prize of $2,000.  

Engineering Teacher Alan Shaw provided
the initial nomination after he had
identified Brad as an outstanding
student for the prize, providing a letter
of support for his award application.
Alan noted Brad’s positive attitude, his
ability to learn very quickly and the
mentoring role he played, assisting other
students where possible.  

Brad’s work placement and study at
Holmesglen were coordinated by Youth
Connect – a not-for-profit, government-
funded organisation that aims to assist
young people in the south eastern
suburbs of Melbourne to make a
smooth transition through school and
into further education, training and
employment. 

Geoff Cousins of Youth Connect said,
“Brad’s award is reflective of the
unselfish team effort and the
commitment by Holmesglen…to young
people.”

From Student to Teacher  
Transition from Holmesglen Student to Holmesglen Teacher
Jenny MacDowell is a former student,
now teaching at Holmesglen’s
Moorabbin campus. After working in a
variety of manufacturing roles for
twenty years, Jenny came to Holmesglen
to reignite her passion for teaching. Her
first career was in a primary school, and
Jenny always suspected she would one
day return to teaching, but in a different
guise. As she explains, “When we sold
our business, I then thought I don’t
want to go back to teaching children,
and at the same time I had met some
French people who became close
friends.” After trading informal
language lessons, Jenny decided “it

would be really good if I could teach
them English properly, instead of flying
by the seat of my pants.”

She signed up for the CELTA at
Holmesglen’s Moorabbin campus, and
found it to be “fantastic”. She loved the
“great mix” of students in the course, as
well as the facilities and lecturers. It was
while she was completing the CELTA
that she thought, “I could teach here. I
could spend my time working with
students in this environment.” Jenny
then completed the required TESOL and
Certificate IV, allowing her to teach
English as a second language at TAFE
level.

Once she had graduated, Jenny quickly
a secured a position at Moorabbin as a
sessional teacher. She is currently
teaching the Certificate in Spoken and
Written English. Jenny’s studies and
experience left her confident in her
ability with her students. Speaking of
her class, Jenny says, “We’ve already got
a rapport. The students are great; it’s
really working well. I love it.”

Jenny hopes one day to return to France
and further her French language skills,
while teaching English to the local
community.
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Top Marks   
External Examiner Gives Top Marks to Building Degree Program

The Bachelor of Applied Science (Built
Environment) degree program was
subject to review by an external
examiner for the first time at the end of
2006. It had, at that stage, completed
its first year of delivery with two intakes
of students.

The external examiner was Emeritus
Professor Denny McGeorge, an
academic who has a strong
international reputation in the field and
one who has a good understanding of
the problem-based learning approach
used in the delivery of the program. He
is an experienced external examiner to
many Australian and overseas
universities and was able to benchmark
the Holmesglen program against these.

Professor McGeorge’s report, which will
go to all the relevant professional
bodies, highlighted the strengths of the
curriculum design, academic quality
assurance, course delivery and student
performance.

As part of his evaluation process,
Professor McGeorge inspected student
work and interviewed the students.

“My discussion with the students was
one of the most positive which I have
had in the many years that I have acted
as an external examiner”, Professor
McGeorge said in his report. “A
detailed examination of the submitted
assignments and examinations revealed,
in my view, that the grades reflected
the high calibre of student submissions
(which compared very favourably with
other institutions)”.

“Traditionally (quality of student
outcomes) has simply been measured
by an examination of student
assignment and examinations.  More
importantly, but more difficult to
measure, is the quality of the students’
learning experience.  In this respect I
believe that the program has got off to
an excellent start.  As one of the
students adroitly put it during our
discussions “the journey is more
important than the arrival”.  To get this
level of insight from a student is, in my
experience, quite rare and bodes well
for the future development of the
program.  Too often degree programs
espouse deep thinking as their credo
but in fact encourage and reinforce
shallow learning.”

Commenting on the external examiner’s
report, Professor Chen, Chair of
Building and Property said, “It is
extremely satisfying to get external
validation of what we are doing. It is
based on innovative curriculum design
and delivery and we will establish it as a
leading building degree program in
Australia”.

The Bachelor of Applied Science (Built
Environment) is a three year foundation
degree that leads to professional
specialisations in building surveying,
construction management, quantity
surveying, facilities management or
property valuation with an additional
year of studies.

Written by Professor Chen, Chair,
Building and Property, Academic
Director, Higher Education
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Trajal Camp   
A successful summer camp at “Kangaroobie”

Fifty three Japanese Students from the
CLP / Trajal program had a successful
summer camp at “Kangaroobie” in
Princeton, Victoria earlier this year.

It was the culmination of ten months of
hard work for the students, after they
completed their English studies in CLP
classes and successfully concluded a
month of work in their Hospitality
Industry placements in hotels,
restaurants and clubs all over
Melbourne.

The students enjoyed farm stay,
canoeing, surfing and a walk in the
Otway rainforest, not to mention hours
of rehearsal to prepare to entertain
their host families at their Graduation
Ceremony on their return from camp.

TRAJAL, a group of Hospitality / Hotel
and Tourism colleges in Japan, has had
a long and happy relationship with
Melbourne at Holmesglen’s Moorabbin
campus. Next year, for the first time, 

the Trajal Travel and Tourism students
will join us at the Chadstone Campus.

So good bye and good luck to students
of Holmesglen / Trajal 2007! In April
2008 we will welcome Trajal Hospitality
students again at Moorabbin CLP and
Travel & Tourism students to Chadstone
CLP for the first time.

Written by Susan Cavanagh, Trajal Co-
ordinator

Trajal students enjoy their surfing activity Trajal camp group

Novotel Awards  
Housekeeping Student Clean Sweeps Novotel Awards
Wing Kwong Cheung was searching for
a qualification that was quick to obtain
and in-demand by industry, and decided
Holmesglen’s Certificate II in Hospitality
(Operations) Housekeeping was both.
The practical nature of the course,
which sees students working in small
groups and individually at leading hotels
throughout Melbourne, was also
appealing.

Wing’s practical placement was at St
Kilda’s Novotel Hotel, and his hard work
saw him hired as a part-timer
housekeeper when he graduated. It did
not take long for his work ethic to be
noticed by management, and he

subsequently won three ‘Employee of
the Month’ awards, an ‘Employee of the
Quarter’, and finally Novotel’s ‘Employee
of the Year’.

Tireless charity work with the Chinese
Cancer Society of Victoria and the
Chinese Social Centre of North
Melbourne had also seen Wing
recognised with an ‘Outstanding
Volunteer Award’. He also raised money
for the victims of the Boxing Day
Tsunami. Novotel’s parent company,
Accor, owns the Sofitel Khao Lak Hotel
in Thailand, where many guests and
workers lost their lives during the
tragedy.

But Wing’s already-crowded mantlepiece
needed extra space when he won
Accor’s prestigious ‘I Build Smiles’
award. The winner, chosen from over
6,000 Accor employees, is usually a
manager or more visible staff member.
This was the first time the award had
been presented to a ‘back of house’
staff member, making Wing’s
achievement all the more extraordinary.
As part of his reward, Wing and his wife
enjoyed a week in a top Parisian hotel.
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Exhibition of Works
Classically trained in Fine Art, artist Yousif Kunda 

From the Nuba Mountains of Western
Sudan, to the sandy banks of the Nile
River in Cairo, this humble artist has
travelled far and has recorded many of
his experiences in his work. Classically
trained in Fine Art, artist Yousif Kunda
uses oils, acrylics and watercolours to
capture the beauty he sees in his
surroundings, and his many cultural and
social observations.

Yousif draws much inspiration from the
expansive range of colours that can be
seen almost anywhere, and some of his
favourite pieces incorporate extensive
colour exploration. His more recent
works have combined his great interest
in culture with his passion for using
colour. 

Spending much time studying the
various motifs which characterise the

many Sudanese communities he has
met along the way, Yousif has brought
together these very individual designs
to create a range of colourful and
fascinating works. Each piece features a
montage of the motifs which work
together to form new dynamic patterns
that could be applied across a limitless
range of media, including fabrics or
furniture. 

It is this synergy of design with
functionality that has most fascinated
Yousif. Keen to apply his artistic abilities
to the formation of exciting and vibrant
living spaces, Yousif will commence the
Diploma of Arts (Interior Decoration
and Design) from 2007 at Holmesglen’s
Chadstone Campus. Already holding a
Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Art from the
Khartoum Polytechnic Institute, Yousif is
keen to extend his skills and become

qualified to pursue a career within the
exciting field of interior design. With his
obvious talent and passion for colour,
Yousif will no doubt be an exciting
prospect for the industry.

Holmesglen was extremely fortunate to
host an exhibition of Yousif Kunda’s
works, currently being displayed on the
second floor of Building 7, of
Holmesglen’s Chadstone campus.
Featuring paintings of landscapes from
Sudan and Egypt, as well as Yousif’
colour and cultural exploration pieces,
the collection was a vibrant addition to
the Language Centre, where Yousif has
spent some time recently improving his
English. Definitely an exciting and very
poignant collection.

Yousif with one of his works



You would need quite a few extra
fingers to count Hazel Edward’s books,
and both her first bestseller, and her
latest release Cycling Solo: Ireland to
Istanbul featured significant input from
her son, Trevelyan Quest Edwards.
However, there is also a difference.
Trevelyan was three when he inspired
Hazel’s breakout book, There’s a
Hippopotamus on Our Roof Eating
Cake; nearly thirty years later Hazel has
transformed Trevelyan’s travel blogs from
his 9,000 kilometre odyssey into Cycling
Solo.

Hazel, who teaches Writing for Children
and Non-fiction Project in Professional
Writing & Editing at Chadstone Campus,
is a highly respected Australian author
with a bookshelf groaning under more
than 160 published titles. That
dedication contrasts with her son’s
laidback nature. Trevelyan is a
cartographer who moved to Darwin
because it’s “quite a relaxed town, so it
suits my style.” 

While working in Ireland, he decided on
the spur of the moment to travel
through Europe. As he notes in the
book, “I didn’t have much money; I had
time and didn’t mind roughing it. So a
deadly treadly was my way.”

Trevelyan posted details of his journey
on a blog at web cafes throughout
Europe, from busted spokes in Turkey to
family hospitality in Serbia. Hazel edited
the blog into a book, adding her own
reflections of her son’s journey to the
end. Her children used to give Hazel’s
manuscripts the ‘yawn test’ by placing it
face-down on the page they lost interest
in; hopefully Hazel was a little more
diplomatic in turn.

Cycling Solo: Ireland to Istanbul was
released by Brolga Publishing. But aside
from Trevelyan’s first publishing credit,
Cycling Solo has had another positive
effect, according to Hazel: “Trevelyan
doesn’t even have a watch and I’m ultra
time conscious, so we’re very different
personalities. Editing his blog has made
us closer.”
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Cycling Solo 
HIT Teacher’s New Book a Family Affair

Council Minutes  
HOLMESGLEN INSTITUTE OF TAFE COUNCIL MEETING 7/2006 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 13 DECEMBER, 2006 AT 6.15 PM IN THE BOARD ROOM, BUILDING 8, CHADSTONE CAMPUS

BUSINESS ARISING:

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
Each year under the Constitution, Council is required
to elect a President and Deputy President for a 12
month term. Both Mr John Sharkey and Mr David
Murden were nominated and declared elected
unopposed as President and Deputy President of
Council for 2007.

COMMITTEES – TERMS OF REFERENCE
The Terms of Reference for the various Council
Committees have been updated and Council
members were requested to review the revised
documents. The updated

Terms of Reference would then be incorporated into
the new Council Handbook for distribution in 2007.

The Chief Executive advised that as the Government
has not agreed to introduce the new Act or the new
Constitution at the start of 2007, the plans to include
the new Constitution in the Council Handbook cannot
proceed until the Government has implemented the
changes. It is not known when the Government
would agree to introduce the changes.

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP
The Council noted the confirmation of Council
membership appointments from the former Minister
of Education and Training.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT:

THE YEAR IN REVIEW
The Chief Executive reported that the Institute has
had a very successful year.

The year commenced with the 2006 Commonwealth
Games in March for which Holmesglen trained
approximately 15,000 volunteers for the Games. This
was followed by volunteer training for the Asian
Games currently being held in Doha.

The Doha project was a very significant and
successful project for Holmesglen.

The Chief Executive thanked Ms Faraone and Mr
Spangher for their work on the project. He also
thanked Ms Kitty Chiller who managed the whole
training program in Doha. He said that Ms Chiller
has been a great ambassador for Australia and for
Holmesglen.

The Chief Executive also took the Council through
other significant events that the Council was
responsible for in 2006. Briefly, these included:

• The acquisition of Bakas Employment Solutions’
Job Network sites in South Australia which gave
the Institute the opportunity to operate in this
sector in its own right. He said that the Institute
was pleased in terms of its systems being able to
operate across States and in remote locations.

• Record student enrolments with enrolments up by
10% and the delivery of around 11.7 million
student contact hours.

• The Institute remains in a strong position
financially due to a number of successful projects
including the Doha project and the work of the
Institute Council’s Investment Committee.

• The introduction and delivery of degrees in
Building, Business and the accreditation of an
Accounting degree.

• The opening of Council funded refurbishment at
the Moorabbin Campus and the opening of
Building 2 at the Waverley campus.

• The closure of the retail nursery at Waverley led to
the opportunity for a further development on the
campus.
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The Staffroom  
Independent Theatre Relationship with Holmesglen Continues in 2007 
Holmesglen Institute’s relationship with
the Melbourne Independent Theatre
community starts the year with three
events penned by ex-students from the
Professional Writing and Editing course. 

Amedeo Astorino was given a play-
reading of his most recent work at La
Mama on 10 February this year. Nik
Willmott’s play Approximately 2pm,
August 31st, 1997 is being reprised at
La Mama as part of the Melbourne
International Comedy Festival.

Steve Wheat’s play The Staffroom is also
being reprised at the Cromwell Road
Theatre during March.  This production
has strong links with Holmesglen
Institute.  Staff member Deborah
Vanderwerp is once again cast in the
production.  Two past students from the
Certificate IV – Live Production Theatre
and Events course and three current
students, form part the technical
production team. New staff member
Bronwyn Dunston is Sound Designer. 

Holmesglen is once again providing
significant support for The Staffroom.
Arts, Science and Design, Media

Services, Carpentry, Property Services
and Plumbing have all contributed to
this production successfully getting off
the ground.

Grainfed Theatre Company, which is
producing The Staffroom, was formed
four years ago as a result of the One –
Act play seasons produced by
Holmesglen’s Certificate IV – Live
Production course.  All of the writers
mentioned here have had a play of
theirs produced within these seasons. 

“Funny, witty, perceptive and revealing,
we laughed and were emotionally
moved by the play The Staffroom. A
typical calendar year at a school, as seen
from the amusingly dated interior of a
secondary school staffroom, weaves
rapidly between comedy and realism. All
of the characters from Wheat’s play are
instantly recognisable from; the Phys- Ed
‘Jock’, to the passionate, highly- strung
‘humanities/arty type’, to the
passionless, ‘dead wood’ type, to the
uninitiated first year out, to the out-of-
touch administration who are never
seen in the staffroom but are heard
delivering orders to the ‘front-line’.

The Staffroom is familiar territory but
also daring in its premise - that there is a
very human side of teaching and that it
can come at a cost. Perhaps as teachers
we take this for granted, as not only are
we upholding our profession but
enduring and at times surviving it
together.” 

Heather Forbes, Drama teacher,
Frankston High School 

The Staffroom by Steve Wheat -
Cromwell Road Theatre, South Yarra

March 8 – 31, 2007
Wed – Sat 8pm, Sun 6pm 

Tickets $20 full, $15 concession or
groups of 8+, Bookings 9517 7302

• The completion of the current strategic planning
period 2001-2006 and the development and
introduction of a new five year Strategic Plan for
2007 – 2012.

• The completion of development of facilities and
strategies for the implementation of the Vocational
College. Enrolments were currently occurring and
classes would commence in February 2007.

• During the year several new industry and
ministerial appointments on Council have been
confirmed by the Government.

The Chief Executive said that there were many other
outstanding achievements of staff and students
during the year which reflected well on the
commitment and contribution of all staff and students
of the Institute.

In looking ahead to 2007, The Chief Executive said
that 2007 would be a very significant and
challenging year for the Institute. Council decisions
will have a huge bearing on the future directions of
Holmesglen.

OUTCOMES OF STATE
ELECTION
The Chief Executive advised that as a result of the
State Election, the Education portfolio has been
changed. TAFE and the Higher Education sectors
have been moved from Education to come under
Jacinta Allan MP, Minister for Skills, Education
Services and Employment. Further Education has also
been moved out of Education into the Ministry for
Victorian Communities.

PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT 2006/2008 –
2007 VARIATION
Council resolved to accept the 2007 Variation of the
Performance Agreement 2006/2008. The Chief
Executive advised that the 2007 Variation agreement
was very similar to previous agreements with some
additional reporting requirements and minimal
funding growth.

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETING
DATES 2007
The Council and Committee Meeting dates for 2007
were noted.

“WORD ON THE STREET” PUBLICATION 
Copies of “Word on the Street” were handed out to
Council members. The publication by Holmesglen
students featured articles on food, culture, history and
nightlife of Melbourne.

THANKS 
The President conveyed his thanks to his Council
colleagues for their support and attendance at
Council and Committee meetings during the year. He
congratulated and thanked the Chief Executive for his
outstanding leadership and to his team and staff for
another highly successful year. He said that the list of
activities reported earlier in the meeting reflected an
outstanding effort and a commitment to excellence.

He looked forward to working with the Council and
staff again in 2007.

The President also thanked Mr Nick Moore, a long
serving member of Council and the Building and
Planning Committee, for his dedication, support and
contribution to Institute Council over the years. He
wished him well in his retirement from Council.



Deadline for next issue
9 March 2007

Send articles to Kristen Remington
Kristen_R@holmesglen.vic.edu.au    Extension 1680

Chadstone
Medical Centre  
Hours of Operation
From Monday 5 February, 
the Chadstone Campus Medical Centre 
will operate as follows:

Monday
9.30am - 12.30pm
Dr Sally Hanson

Tuesday
No Doctor on campus

Wednesday
9.00am - 12.00 noon
Dr Ronnie Gerendasi

Thursday
2.00pm - 5.00pm
Dr Ronnie Gerendasi

Friday
9.30am - 12.30pm
Dr Sally Hanson

A full range of General Practice Services
is available. Bulk billing applies, so you
must bring your Medicare Card to the
appointment. For all appointments,
please book at Student Services
(C7.1.12), telephone 9564 1649.

For all Medical Emergencies, please
follow the Medical Emergency
Procedure, located on the 
HIT Management System.

ARC21 
New Exhibition Now Open
All staff and students are invited to visit the new exhibition at ARC21
Moorabbin Campus, Building 2, above the Information Commons. 

A selection of photographs by the 2006 Visual Art students will be on display
until 16 February.

2006 St Vincent De Paul Society's
Christmas Appeal   
Much Appreciated
Thank you to all Holmesglen staff who generously supported the 2006 St
Vincent De Paul Society's Christmas Appeal by donating gifts and food. Your
donations were greatly appreciated.

Breakfast at Cilantro  
Commences March 13
Holmesglen Vocational College students completing Hospitality as part of their
studies will be serving breakfast at Cilantro restaurant, Moorabbin Campus
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 13 March.

The breakfast menu will be cheap and delicious, with fresh coffee, smoothies,
juices, cereal, fruit, and toast plus, from second term, hot breakfast of
omelettes, eggs & bacon with the lot and pancake stacks.

Service time is 7.30am - 8.15am. Bookings not required.  Take away
coffees/hot chocolates will also be available from second term.  

 


