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Broadcasting teacher wins 
AFI Award

Diploma of Broadcasting teacher Kathleen
O’Brien won the Best Screenplay in a Short Film
category for Stranded at the 48th annual
Australian Film Institute (AFI) Awards, held at
the Melbourne Exhibition and Convention
Centre on December 6 and 7.

Stranded was the stand-out winner in the short
film category, also receiving the awards for Best
Short Fiction Film (Stuart McDonald), and
Outstanding Achievement in Short Film Screen
Craft (Emma Lung).

Kathleen wrote the screenplay over a 10 year
period, with funding from the Australian Film
Commission.  Initially a short film of 10
minutes, the screenplay was expanded to
feature length, before being edited to a short
feature of 52 minutes.

Stranded was then developed and produced in
2005 in association with the AFC, SBS and Film
Victoria.

The award means that Kathleen will gain
industry recognition, creating more
opportunities and making it easier for her to

get funding on future projects. Kathleen
described the award as a real achievement
saying, “it’s satisfying to be recognised for my
work and it has given me confidence in my
writing abilities”.

The AFI awards follow the recent success of the
film, which took out the prestigious Dendy
Award for Best Long Short at this year’s Sydney
Film Festival. It also won the Best Australian
Short Film award in the 2006 Film Critics’ Circle
of Australia awards, Best Short Film in the
audience voted IF Awards, and recently
screened at the London Film Festival.
Kathleen’s script was also shortlisted for Best
Film Script in the 2005 Queensland Premier's
Literary Awards.

Kathleen is Holmesglen’s Video Production
teacher and coordinator of HIT TV, the
Holmesglen student produced program on
Channel 31.  She is currently developing the
black comedy feature script Anarchy for
Beginners, and a novel, Little Black Dress.

continued ...

Kathleen O’Brien celebrates her AFI award win Kathleen O’Brien (left) and Emma
Lung
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Stranded
Synopsis ... continued from page 1

In a family grieving the death of a loved one, how long does it
take before the abnormal seems normal? Loss, love and family
values are all up for re-negotiation in this unusual black comedy
about a girl trying to start a new life a year after her mother’s
suicide.  Seventeen year old Claudia (Emma Lung) lives in a world
of no job, no school, and no money.  She has crazy territorial
fights with her younger sister Penny (Emily Browning), who is
becoming increasingly involved in stealing and drugs.  Their
father Rex (Robert Morgan) simply will not get off the couch and
struggles to care for the girls as he copes with his own grief.

When two children are dumped on the family, Claudia moves
into her mother’s abandoned car in the driveway.  She plans to
fix it and leave her family once and for all, but when she falls in
love with the cute kleptomaniac Cam (David Hoflin), she is
forced to confront her fears and comes face-to-face with her
mother’s decision to end her life.  Will Claudia choose life?
Stranded explores complex social issues through the eyes of a
teenager determined to carve her own path as she copes with a
family tragedy.

Stranded will be screened on Monday 25th December at 9pm 
on SBS.

The Word on  
Manchester Lane

Well known Melbourne writer and Age journalist, Martin
Flanagan launched Word on the Street, the 2006 book produced
by Holmesglen’s Small Press Publishing class on Wednesday,
November 1st at Manchester Lane.

Every year Professional Writing and Editing students are given the
chance to develop a concept, write and publish a collaborative
project. They commission and edit the writing and photos,
develop a design, print, launch and sell all in one year.

Word on the Street is a quirky and informative book that is a
guide to Melbourne’s restaurants, shopping and the hidden gems
in some of our exciting neighbourhoods including City Centre,
Chapel Street, Yarraville village and more.

Manchester Lane (234 Flinders Lane), a trendy boutique bar, was
a perfect venue for the occasion. Guests included family and
friends of contributors, publishing industry representatives,
President of the Institute Council John Sharkey, and members of
Holmesglen senior management as well as professional writing
staff.

Coordinator of Professional Writing & Editing, Kerry Martin
introduced Martin Flanagan who said the book “touches on what
Melbourne is all about”.  Being a once struggling writer, he
empathised with the students on difficulties of getting published
and congratulated Holmesglen for providing such a fabulous
opportunity.

“It is important to get the voices of the community out there,”
Flanagan added.

The Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Councillor John So, in the
foreword also congratulated its contributors and said Word on
the Street will give readers a fresh look at our great city.

Word on the Street is available at the Information Offices of all
three campuses for $15 and would make a great Christmas gift
for Melbourne residents and visitors alike.

Submitted by Carley Bloomfield, Small Press Publishing student
and Kerry Martin, Coordinator, Professional Writing & Editing

Kerry Martin with Martin Flanagan at the launchEmily Browning (left) and Emma Lung in a scene from Stranded
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IT students win 
national scholarships

Three Diploma of Information Technology (Software Development)
students have won full-time employment and University scholarships,
through Global Online Learning’s MainTrain program.

Yemage Bakri, Kevin Dodge and Andrew Irving will each receive an all
expenses paid place in the three year Bachelor of Information
Technology (Industry) course at Griffith University, and a full-time paid
job, allowing them to accelerate their software development career in
the mainframe environment.

MainTrain offers 25 scholarships Australia-wide each year as part of its
Mainframe Trainee Program, which is open to all software University
students that have completed at least the first year of their degree,
and some TAFE students.   The Holmesglen students performed
exceptionally well to beat University students to three of these
scholarships.

The Computing and Information Technology department have contacts
with Global Online Learning, who come to Holmesglen seeking our
students each year for this program.  Holmesglen students have won
these scholarships in the past with the help of the high esteem in
which the department and its students are held by these industry
people.

Yemage, Kevin and Andrew will complete their degree through three
intensive summer school sessions at Griffith University’s Gold Coast
campus, with the first having commenced earlier this month.  They will
also study one subject per semester online, while they work full-time.
The blend of subjects has been carefully considered by industry leaders
to create professionals working at the peak of software development
and support in the large commercial mainframe environment. 

In February the students will commence the three year employment
component of their scholarship with a MainTrain sponsor, gaining
valuable work experience in large commercial applications.  Andrew
Irving and Yemage Bakri will work at the Department of Defence,
Melbourne, while Kevin Dodge has been employed by mainframe
software company Defining The Moment.  

The students are excited by the exceptional career opportunities that
MainTrain will bring them, and thanked the Computer and Information
Technology department for their encouragement and support with the
scholarship application process.

L-R: Andrew Irving, Yemage Bakri and Kevin Dodge

Ceramics students 
to join Warrandyte Pottery Expo
Holmesglen ceramics students will showcase their work at
the Warrandyte Pottery Expo on 24 and 25 February 2007.

The Pottery Expo series displays Australian contemporary
studio ceramics, with ceramic artists being selected for
quality, diversity and innovation of their work.

This will be the seventh Pottery Expo held at Warrandyte, in
a beautiful setting on the riverbank, 30 kilometres from the
CBD.  Holmesglen has been part of all the Pottery Expos to
date, including two held at McClelland Gallery and two at
Federation Square in the city. 

The expos give final year students a wonderful opportunity
to show and sell their work to a broad audience. They are
attended by the general public, galleries, collectors and all
those generally interested in the visual arts.

Students have successfully been included in exhibitions and
galleries, and received commissions from contacts made at
the Pottery Expos. It is also a great chance for them to meet
other professional ceramic artists and build up their
professional networks.

The Warrandyte Pottery Expo will be very special, with
seven French ceramic artists participating.  The Pottery
Expos concept is based on the French “Marches de Potiers”,
so it is now time for the French to come to Australia to see
how we are interpreting the concept and to join us in the
spirit of cultural exchange. I am sure they will be impressed
by the standard of our studio ceramics.

For further information on Pottery Expos, visit
www.potteryexpo.com or contact Jane Annois:
jane@potteryexpo.com or 9844 2337.

Written by Jane Annois, Teacher, Ceramics
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The feature garden in the Caf courtyard

Students present industry project  
to Glen Eira Council

A group of Graduate Certificate in Marketing students presented
the results of their Bentleigh Shopping Centre Survey to the Glen
Eira Council, Bentleigh Traders and interested Holmesglen
parties, on 24 November at the Chadstone Campus.

The BizEd industry project survey was conducted by the 13
international students on the streets of the Bentleigh Shopping
Centre earlier this year at the request of the Bentleigh Traders.  
A survey of this nature had never been conducted before, so the
Bentleigh Traders were anxious to learn the results.

Over 700 respondents participated in the survey over four days
and answered 25 questions.  The aim of the survey was to
analyse consumer behaviour at the Bentleigh Shopping Centre.
Survey questions covered the following topics:

• Shopping patterns 

• Competitor shopping centres 

• Transport to the Bentleigh Shopping Centre 

• Demographics (e.g. age, occupation, household size) 

• Awareness of radio promotions about Bentleigh Shopping
Centre

• Media habits 

• Awareness and opinions of Bentleigh Promotions and the
Sunday market 

The students found that Bentleigh Shopping Centre was mainly
frequented 2-3 times a week by female shoppers who live in the
local area. Almost half travel by car and there is a high demand
for parking. Most respondent’s households have two employed
members with average income less than $60,000. Less than 50
per cent were aware of, or attended, Bentleigh promotional
activities or the Sunday market. 

This is the third semester that Graduate Certificate in Marketing
students have conducted this BizEd project with the Glen Eira
Council. 

Best Legal Practice student  
awarded to Marcus Speekman

Legal Practice student Marcus Speekman received The Institute of
Legal Executives Ellen Dickeson Memorial Fund Award, on
November 15 at the Chadstone Campus.

The award certificate and $50 prize were presented to Marcus by
the CEO of the Institute of Legal Executives, Roz Curnow, in
recognition of his excellence in the study of the Advanced
Diploma of Business (Legal Practice).

The 22 year old commenced the two year course in 2004, when
Holmesglen was recommended to him after he expressed interest
in working in the legal industry.  It provided him with the
knowledge and skills to excel in his nine month traineeship with
law firm Minter Ellison, which he undertook as part of the
Advanced Diploma.

Marcus said the award came as a surprise to him because he
thought other students had performed better, but he was excited
about the career opportunities the award may bring.  It has
already helped Marcus secure a one year Legal Secretary
traineeship with leading international law firm Allens Arthur
Robinson, which he will commence early next year.

Marcus hopes that this traineeship will help him on his way to
reach his career goal of becoming a Law Clerk, or possibly a
Lawyer after further study.

Roz Curnow presents Marcus Speekman with his certificate

Graduate Certificate of Marketing students
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The Property Services team at Waverley: (L-R) Maria, Graham, Josh,
Adrian, Damien, Steve, Mark & Shaw.

Chouva Azid  
Bachelor of Business Administration
(Executive Administration) Student

Progressing from the Diploma of Business Administration to the
Bachelor of Business (Executive Administration) was an easy
decision for Chouva Azid.

The 23 year old found the diploma course to be so interesting
and useful, that she decided to extend her knowledge by
undertaking the degree.  Chouva also received the first year of
the degree program as an exemption for her diploma studies,
entering the degree program in year two.

Chouva has found the skills and knowledge she is receiving in the
degree to be most valuable.  In particular, she enjoys the design
and technology based subjects, as well as exploring new business
ideas.

Another advantage of the degree program for Chouva is the
work placement aspect, which she is completing one day a week
at OvCa Australia (The National Ovarian Cancer Network).  A not
for profit organisation that promotes that needs of the ovarian
cancer community, OvCa Australia is allowing Chouva to utilise
the skills she has learnt in the classroom in a practical work
situation.

As part of her placement, Chouva participates in a range of office
activities, such as database entry, invoicing, word processing,
filing, and taking minutes.  She is also gaining experience with a
range of software packages including MYOB and Microsoft
Office.

Chouva is thriving in this workplace environment and is confident
that the experience and extra skills that she is gaining from OvCa
Australia will make it easier for her to secure a job in her desired
field of office administration when she graduates. 

Ownership events raise 
charity funds

Stage 3 Event Management students have raised significant
funds for charity via their ‘Ownership Events’ concept.
Ownership events require students to select a charity and write a
tender proposal for a fund raising event for their chosen charity.

Nine events have been held throughout the past semester with
the result being a total of almost $6000 being raised for eight
charities and one school.

The fund raising events have included a ten pin bowling day, a
comedy night, a film screening and a walkathon among others.

Katherine Rowles and Louisa King received media coverage of
their event ‘Mornington Peninsula Idol’ which raised funds for
beyondblue, a depression awareness organisation, via an ‘idol’
style event held at Mt Eliza Secondary College

Other charities which have benefited from the ownership events
include The Starlight Foundation, Alzheimer’s Australia,
Leukaemia Foundation and Very Special Kids among others.
Locations of the fund raising events included schools, churches,
local clubs and cinemas. All students were required to attend
each others events and provide volunteer support.

While most students chose to raise money for their charity of
choice Ciara Doyle & Krystle Allen took a different path and
chose to help the Red Cross by seeking blood donations. Instead
of raising money they ran a blood drive for TAFE students. The
girls raised 11 litres of blood from their event, an outstanding
effort and demonstration of initiative.

Congratulations to all students and staff involved.
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‘Weedbusters Week’ 
Student Display 

A group of fifteen Diploma of Horticulture students ran a
Weedbusters Week display at Waverley Campus 16 – 18
October.

Weedbusters is a national environmental weed awareness
program. Hundreds of events are run by individuals, schools,
community groups and government across Australia throughout
October.

The program aims to:

• raise awareness about plants that have environmental weed
potential

• make the connection between gardening practices and land
degradation

• provide information on plant choice to prevent garden
“escapees”

Holmesglen’s Horticulture students worked as a team to plan,
setup and staff a Weedbusters display in the new entrance foyer
at Waverley Campus, an ideal exhibition space. The students
collected weeds from suburbia and displayed them to illustrate
the number of environmental weeds in our community.

Their caption “We Dig Weeds, Do You?” attracted many
students and staff to the display to talk to the Horticulture
students about the different types of weeds and how to manage
them. The display created a lot of interest, with most people
being surprised how many environmental weeds they had in
their own garden.

The highlight was ‘Weed Thug”, a wooden cut-out created to
symbolise the invasiveness of weeds.

Horticulture student Nikki with ‘Weed Thug’

Horticulture students and teacher, Gail Slykhuis (right), with their
Weedbusters stand 
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2006 Mandarin Performance 
Saturday 2 December 

On the afternoon of Saturday 2 December Holmesglen
Language Centre staff, students, family and friends enjoyed an
afternoon of excitement and inspiration at the 2006 Mandarin
Performance.    

Over 100 guests attended the student performance which saw
all participants looking elegant, especially those performers in
colourful costumes.

The performance opened with a group singing ‘Click Go the
Shears’ in Chinese. This was followed by short sketches, choir
performances, traditional Chinese dance, Shaolin martial arts,
and one-act plays. 

There were 21 items in total; all were performed by students
and nearly all the short sketches and plays were their own
creations. Some shows were the integration of their book
knowledge and personal experience; others were reflections on
their real life, work and study.

The highlight was the final performance - a group singing
‘Happy New Year to You’ in eight languages, performed by
students with a family background of cultural and linguistic
diversity.

At the close of the performance one student played the music
of ‘Auld Lang Syne’, and all participants stood up singing in
English, while MCs were waving their hands, saying Zaijian in
Chinese, ‘and see you in 2007 Mandarin Performance’.

It was great to see everyone’s smiling face and to see all of the
hard work and dedication of both staff and students.  The
performance has improved students’ Chinese language skills,
promoted cross-culture awareness, enriched their life and
strengthened friendship. Learning Chinese at Holmesglen
Language Centre is fun!

Written by Jiajin Zhao, Teacher CLP

Students performing at the Mandarin Performance
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Horticulture Plant Sale
... Very successful!

Horticulture students ran a very successful plant sale in the Café courtyard at Waverley Campus on Wednesday 22 November. 

Throughout the year Horticulture Production students have propagated a wide variety of popular garden plants in the student
nursery. The sale offered Holmesglen staff and students the chance to purchase these plants at significantly reduced prices.

Plants for sale included vegetables and herbs including tomatoes, rocket, lettuce, chives, parsley, capsicum and corn. Annuals such
as petunias, lobelia and marigolds, plus Arum Lilies, Chilean Jasmine, Cushion Bush, Boulevard Cypress, Creeping Boobialla
Baskets and Daisies.

Funds raised from the sale will be used to establish a memorial garden for Daniel Dummett, a Horticulture staff member, who
sadly passed away in October. The students have suggested a seat with plaque and commemorative tree in the green space
surrounding the new Horticulture teaching centre.

Thank you to all staff and students who supported the sale.

Holmesglen teacher wins BAF
Audience Award

In the October edition of Holmesglen News, we reported that Clint Cure, Animation Course Coordinator, had been invited to
screen his short film at the renowned Bradford Animation Festival (BAF) in the UK.

This month we are pleased to announce that Clint won the BAF Audience Award for his short film, The Lecture.

The awards were presented at a glittering ceremony hosted by legendary stop-frame animator Barry Purves (King Kong and Mars
Attacks!) in November at the museum in Bradford following a hugely successful four-day festival. 

The BAF Awards celebrate the very best new animation from around the world. In 2006 a record high 1,000 submissions were
whittled down to just 42 films entered into the Official Selection. The winners were selected by an international jury of
animation experts and audience awards were voted by festival goers. 

Congratulations Clint on this outstanding award!

 


