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Holmesglen Vocational College
Launch

On 25 October, the Holmesglen Vocational
College was officially launched at Hemisphere
by the Hon. Lynne Kosky, Minister for Education
and Training.  More than 80 people from
industry, the Glen Eira and Kingston City
Councils, local politicians, Holmesglen Council
members, staff and current VCAL students
attended the launch, where Minister Kosky
spoke of her enthusiasm for the educational
and pastoral care model that Holmesglen has
developed for the HVC.

CEO Bruce Mackenzie welcomed all guests, and
outlined the development of HVC as a
prototype, partially based on successful
overseas models; and the first of five similar
educational institutions supported by the
Victorian government.  HVC will run as an
applied learning centre, with the major feature
being a focus on developing each student as a
whole person, providing them not only with
skills for a vocation, but for a lifetime.  He also
outlined the opportunities HVC offers students,
having preferred access to further Holmesglen
courses such as Diplomas and Degrees, through
Holmesglen’s Express Lane program.

Minister Kosky said the HVC was an exciting
concept, one that would provide a fantastic
vocational education and a “real taste of
industry” as well as helping to address the
growing skill shortages in Victoria.  Ms Kosky
said HVC students would have access to the
best facilities and teaching staff in Victoria; with
the pastoral care model ensuring that students
would not only be job ready, but also be well
rounded socially, allowing them a great level of
choice and opportunity in their working and
personal lives.

Holmesglen Council President John Sharkey
thanked Minister Kosky for the support the
Victorian government has shown to the HVC;
acknowledging that “Victoria has the most
efficient and enterprising education system in
Australia.” Mr Sharkey said the HVC would
offer students a vibrant and challenging
environment, making an important contribution
to education in Victoria.

Education and Training Minister, the Hon. Lynne Kosky, launches
Holmesglen Vocational College

Lynne Kosky with Holmesglen
Council President, John Sharkey

CEO Bruce Mackenzie thanks
Minister Kosky
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Lights of Diversity Festival 
Joining forces to celebrate cultural diversity

On 19 October, Student Services, the Hospitality Department and
the International students transformed the Centera Room of
Hemisphere, joining forces to celebrate cultural diversity, as well
as the traditional Indian Diwali Festival.  Running for the second
year, the hugely popular half day festival offered students a
chance to relax, have fun, and break out their dancing shoes!
Indian music, DJ’s and MC’s entertained a huge crowd of
students and staff, many of whom were wearing fantastic
traditional costumes.  Even the most reluctant of bystanders
were pulled into the crowd to join in with the enthusiastic
dancers! 

The students had a fantastic time and everyone involved in the
organisation of this event were extremely pleased to see just
how much everyone was enjoying themselves.

International Students who helped organise the Lights of Diversity Festival

Freestyle MC’s entertain the crowd

Some happy dancers enjoy the festival

Melbourne Cup PTE 
Putting some impressive outfits on display!

The traditional Melbourne Cup PTE was held at Cilantro on 2
November, with many guests taking up the Spring Racing dress
theme and putting some impressive outfits on display!

Master of Ceremonies and Moorabbin Campus Manager Frank
Virik and his PA, Nancy Sequira designed a fantastic Powerpoint
presentation with photos of all the Melbourne Cup horses to be
drawn in the sweep – or the next best thing! Some imagination
was employed, with a picture of Dracula representing the horse
‘Drac’s Back’, and Delta Goodrem standing in for eventual winner,
Delta Blues!

While our CEO Bruce Mackenzie was lucky enough to draw the
favourite, Tawqeet, it wasn’t enough for a win on the day! The
winners were:

First: Sarah Lyons - (Delta Blues)

Second: Caryn Holden - (Pop Rock)

Third: June Gale - (Maybe Better)

Last: Ray Beckler - (Zabeat)

Petrina Longworth and Frank Virik, who sported his own stylish fascinator
for the occasion!
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Holmesglen’s Vet Students Medal  
In International Cooking Competition

It has been busy year for the successful team of Louise Garland
and Ben Beecroft, Holmesglen’s VET in Schools students who
recently came 3rd in the International Secondary School
Culinary Challenge, run by the Australian Culinary Federation.

After finishing 1st in the Victorian secondary school final earlier
this year, Louise and Ben went to Queensland to represent
Victoria in the National Secondary School Competition, where
they won a gold medal; finishing in second place overall and
earning the right to compete in the international level of the
competition.

In October the winning duo went back to Queensland where
they competed against the best of the Asia Pacific region, in the
International Secondary Schools competition. 

Against fierce competition from Taiwan, Canberra, New
Zealand, New Caledonia, Tahiti and Queensland, the two
Holmesglen students, representing Victoria, finished a fantastic

3rd place overall.  1st place went to Taiwan, with Canberra
taking out 2nd place.

There were a mere two points separating the top three teams;
and only eight points overall from last to first; demonstrating
the extremely high standard of the competition overall. 

The ten competition judges were “blown away” by the
standard of the young cooks, saying the competition
demonstrated the level of fresh new talent the hospitality
industry is about to inherit, thanks to their excellent training
and dedication.

Greg O’Shea, Australian team coach and Holmesglen’s Culinary
Programs Coordinator said: “The growth the two young
students showed through the whole experience was incredible.
They will both benefit from it and use it as a base to kick-start
their careers in cookery.”

Winning cookery duo, Louise Garland and Ben Beecroft
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The feature garden in the Caf courtyard

SafeZone Film Festival  
Short films that promote the ‘SafeZone’ 

Tim Vella, first year student of the Diploma of Screen, has had
his film ‘Consequences of Drinking’ selected as one of the top
ten finalists of the SafeZone Film Festival.

Tim’s film was selected from a pool of over 500 entries from
around Australia. Festival organisers flew Tim to the Gold Coast
on Sunday 12 November for a cocktail reception at the Sheraton
Mirage, followed by the final judging, screening and
announcement of awards at Warner Bros Movie World on
Monday 13 November.

The SafeZone Film Festival is run by DrinkWise Australia in
partnership with the Department of Health and Ageing. The
festival aims to engage young adults to explore issues of alcohol
use and misuse within their own culture - the ‘SafeZone’ being
the ideal place where drinking remains an enjoyable but safe
part of our culture. The festival calls for entrants to produce a
short film that promotes the ‘SafeZone’ as the place to be. All
entrants are aged between 18 and 25, the target audience of
the festival. 

Tim, 18, says ‘Consequences of Drinking’ follows two stories:
“One of a nineteen year old who goes to a party, drinks a lot
and drives home, crashing his car and hospitalising himself in the
process.

The second story-line is of two fourteen year old boys who get a
random person to buy them alcohol, before going down to a
local park at night and sculling straight whiskey.” 

Tim’s crew of five consisted of Shannon Howie, Sharon Wright,
Ross Hubbard, Michael McCormack and Tom McSweeney. Tim
says: “’Consequences of Drinking’ is not a documentary but
something raw and emotional that developed from the efforts of
an amazing crew”.

“This is the first film I have entered into a festival or even
considered entering. Making the film was great fun and I never
expected that it would get this far”.

To read more about Tim’s film visit www.safezone.com.au and
follow the links to finalists.

The Challenges Ahead   
according to Daniel Grollo

At a recent forum at Chadstone campus on the challenges for
growth within a changing and competitive environment, 100 HIT
staff and students attended an interesting talk by Daniel Grollo,
Joint Managing Director of Grocon Pty Ltd.  Grocon was
responsible for the redevelopment of the MCG in time for the
opening of the Commonwealth games. 

Daniel’s presentation was illustrated with slides of recent and
current projects in Australia and overseas, including Dubai. As a
member of the Green Building Council which looks at the
environmental performance of buildings, Daniel responded to
questions about sustainability and water use; and projections as
to what our buildings may be like in fifty years time.

Grollo outlined a strong message for potential students
considering entering the building industry. Projected growth
means that a professional career is guaranteed; yet large building
companies are now finding that their biggest issue is sourcing;
and keeping, trades people.

Daniel Grollo with CEO Bruce Mackenzie
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The Property Services team at Waverley: (L-R) Maria, Graham, Josh,
Adrian, Damien, Steve, Mark & Shaw.

Holmesglen Sculpture Commission 
Tim Jones 

One of Australia’s most significant contemporary artists, Tim
Jones, has been commissioned to create a landmark sculpture for
the Winter Garden courtyard at the Chadstone campus. 

Jones is arguably best known for his sculptures and meticulous
wood engravings that focus on nature; including lyrical versions
of the trees that surround his present home and those in the
Welsh woods he rode through as a child.  

Tim Jones came to Melbourne in 1983 at the age of 23 and
studied sculpture at the Victorian College of the Arts. The
engravings and sculpture he completed at art school were
dominated by images of trees and later works drew heavily on
the iconography of 18th century poet, William Blake. The origins
of Jones’ motif of the leafless storm-bowed tree lie in his deep
study of Blake’s minute wood engraving, Blasted Tree and
Flattened Crops, 1820-21. 

For the Holmesglen sculpture commission, the artist is currently
working on Blasted Red Tree – a 3.8m high, bronze, ‘wind
blasted’ tree that will be finished with a vivid red pigment. The
sculpture is an enlarged version of one of a series of bronze
works made over the past nine years entitled The Blasted Trees. 

In 2001, Jones started to colour these trees and discovered that
while the pigment intensified their emotional power, it also

enabled a more ambiguous reading of the work. Colour took the
trees into a new visual arena – moving them from
representational sculptures into the realm of the abstract. There
is an initial ‘wow’ factor for the viewer of these coloured works
but they also have a poetic resonance that lingers.

Blasted Red Tree will add significantly to the mood of the Winter
Garden courtyard: lifting the energy of the space and making a
substantial contribution to the aesthetic and intellectual
experience of the Holmesglen community and its visitors.

As part of the Practice of a Painter series of free public lectures,
Jones spoke at the Chadstone campus on Wednesday, 11
October. Jones led an entertaining discussion about his work,
inspiration and career. He showed images of many of his
engravings and sculptures, spoke of his use of various materials
in his early sculptures such as fence palings and corrugated iron,
and he even sung one of his poems to the audience!

A display about the artist, the sculpture commission and the
design and production of the Blasted Red Tree will be installed at
the Chadstone Campus in December this year. 

Blasted Red Tree is due for completion early February 2007.

Tim Jones addressing the audience.

Blasted Red Tree II, 2005
bronze, pigmented patina, basalt
48 x 41.5 x 23 cm
Collection of the Artist
Reproduced courtesy the artist
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Spreading Spring Racing Fever
A Business Services Students’ Event

Diploma of Business Administration students
got into the spirit of the Spring Racing
Carnival with the 13CABS Melbourne Cup
Carnival Conference on Monday 23 October.

As part of their ‘Planning and Organising a
Conference’ studies, the students produced
the fun and informative event, complete
with Fashions on the Field, History of the
Cup presentation and a phantom race call.

Held at the Conference Centre, the event
was officially opened by Victoria Racing Club
Committee member Amanda Elliot and
attended by an enthusiastic group of
Business Services students, teachers and
management.

Conference delegates were asked to dress in
their best spring racing outfits and enter the
Fashions on the Field competition.  The
major prize of tickets to the Melbourne Cup,
13CABS transportation to and from the cup
and a $150 Blush Photography gift voucher
was won by Certificate IV student Michelle
Brown.  Teacher Phillipa Piper was awarded
“Most Original Dress” for her design of a
13CABS costume.

Fashions on the Field also incorporated a
Fashion Parade, which used students as
models.  Review Clothing sponsored the
parade, providing the girls with some
fantastic outfits, giving the audience a
great preview of the latest in spring racing
styles.

Leading racing personality and journalist
Ted Ryan provided another conference
highlight with his phantom race call and
presentation on racing “lingo” and
responsible betting.   Student Judith
O’Keefe also entertained the audience with
her rare insight into the history of the
Melbourne Cup since its inception in 1861.

Simon Purssey of major sponsor 13CABS,
expressed his satisfaction with their
involvement with the conference and
applauded lecturer Marlous Mol-Clement
and her Diploma students for their efforts,
saying “Once again you and your students
have reached new heights in putting
together an event”.

(L-R) Student Zena Issa, Simon Purssey, Marlous Mol-Clement, Amanda Elliot, Bruce Prescott

Most Original Dress” winner Phillipa Piper
with Simon Purssey.



p 7

November 2006 Issue

Student models practice their poses for the fashion parade.

Simon Purssey and Amanda Elliot share a laugh.
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Youth Expo ‘06  
An opportunity to network with agencies

The 2nd year Diploma of Youth Work students ran a Youth Expo
at Waverley Campus on Monday 23 October outside the new
student cafeteria.

The expo was open to all current students and representatives
from local agencies. Youth Work students set up stalls providing
information about eating disorders, stress management, safe sex,
harm minimisation, sexuality, health & wellbeing and depression.

Activities included how to work out your BMI at the eating
disorders stand plus free fruit kebabs and health checks at the
health & wellbeing stand, target throwing, tarot card readings,
stress ball making, mask making and a free BBQ.

The Youth Expo is a practical requirement of the course and calls
for students to research an issue that affects young people,
acquire resources for the event and deliver and facilitate the
event appropriate to the audience.

The Youth Expo is an opportunity for students to network with
agency representatives establishing contacts and relationships
with them prior to their final work placement. When students
approach agencies to complete their final work placement, they
can demonstrate and utilise the skills developed through the
Youth Expo project within their placement, ensuring the student
and the host agency maximise the placement opportunity.

Youth Work students offer information to visitors at the Stress Management Stand 

Youth Work students at the Health & Wellbeing stand 

Visitors to the Harm Minimisation stand make their own masks
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Marketing, Exhibiting and Selling Ceramics
A Student Perspective

Five Holmesglen Ceramics students: Paola Aguanta, Roy Haslett,
Lynette Rose, Anna Rowbury and Lorraine Taylor, had prepared -
in theory - for an exhibition, as part of their “Undertaking
Marketing Activities” module. 

Marketing teacher Wendy Jagger provided advice on key
elements, such as developing timelines for promotional activity,
displaying work professionally, sales, marketing and preparation
of ceramic pieces.

One of the students discovered that her hairdressing salon -
Elliot’s Beautiful Hair in South Yarra - was in the habit of
exhibiting work of emerging artists and offered the group their
venue later in the year.  Unexpectedly preparation of work for a
real exhibition was soon required!

A committee was formed to decide on a budget for the project
and prepare a timeline to produce the exhibition.  As the
hairdressing salon does not operate as a professional galley, a
long list of tasks was created including preparation of plinths,
creating an invitation, making the work, pricing and selection of
work, arranging catering, and production of catalogues.

Involvement in the exhibition provided the group with some
great experiences.  There were some important things learned
through the process, which are worth noting for first time
exhibitors:

• Have a selection of high quality digital photographs to use on
your invitation.

• Have your marketing material ready to go.  Clients may be
interested in commissioning works, so it’s important that they
can access your contact details in a professional format.

• It’s important to get the price right.  Ask people with
experience to help you.

• A group show is a good way to start exhibiting as it takes the
pressure off in terms of providing enough pieces and helps
share the workload.  However, it is a good idea to nominate
someone who you trust to have curatorial control, so that the
show has a cohesive look and feel.

• Be clear about what work is expected from each person.  Try
to reduce the work load on the night so you can enjoy the
exhibition experience.

• Have an appropriate amount of lead time to get the exhibition
together.

• Assess the venue with a critical eye, looking for location, size,
and natural light.

This process provided an invaluable learning experience and has
provided a good grounding for future marketing, exhibiting and
selling activities.  It has also given students extra impetus to
ensure that their work is of a high standard for their graduating
exhibition in November.

Student works at the exhibition.
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Litsa Toouli 
Student Profile 

Bachelor of Business Administration 
(Executive Administration) Student

After years of combining temp work with rearing her three
children, Litsa Toouli desired a new career.   

She enrolled in Holmesglen’s Diploma of Business
Administration, and after being highly impressed with the
course, found the Bachelor of Business Administration
(Executive Administration) to be her next logical step.

Litsa appreciates the practical slant of the course, as well as the
friendly environment that Holmesglen provides.  The 45 year old
especially values the accessibility of the teaching staff,
describing them as “great facilitators in my journey to learn.”

As part of the degree, Litsa is completing a work placement
with OvCa Australia (The National Ovarian Cancer Network), a
not for profit organisation that promotes ovarian cancer
awareness.  

Through this placement Litsa is gaining a large range of office
skills, including database design and maintenance, agenda and
promotional material preparation and sponsorship sourcing.
She is also experiencing growth in her self esteem as she gains
confidence in her abilities to use her skills in real work
situations.

Litsa has been so pleased with her OvCa Australia placement
that she hopes to continue her volunteer position even after her
formal placement requirement is complete.   She also has no
doubt that when she does look for paid work after graduating,
the experience she is gaining from this placement will make her
highly attractive to potential employers.

Litsa Toouli
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BUSINESS ARISING
VOCATIONAL COLLEGE – PRESENTATION BY MR ANDREW
ADAMSON

Mr Andrew Adamson, Principal of the Vocational College presented an
update on the progress of the Vocational College.

He reported that the Vocational College has received more than 70
applications from over 200 expressions of interest, and whilst the majority
of interest came from government schools, a significant number were from
private schools from a range of suburbs across the southeast of Melbourne.
Mr Adamson advised that feedback from schools indicate that many
students were still undecided about further studies, and it was anticipated
that more students would apply towards the end of the year and in January
2007. He said that the Institute would mount another advertising
campaign later in November. With classes commencing in February 2007,
he advised that staff have been surging ahead with conducting information
sessions, interviewing and enrolling students.

Mr Adamson advised that since moving into the new facilities at Moorabbin
Campus, several key staff have been appointed including Ms Jan Lambert as
the Program Manager. He said that staff were of a high calibre and have

extensive experience in teaching and working with young people.

Mr Adamson then took the Council through the structure of the course in
detail expanding on its vocational streams, the personal development
electives, work related skills in literacy and numeracy, the community project
including an outdoor camp that students would undertake as part of the
program.

The Chief Executive advised Council that the Minister for Education and
Training, Minister Lynne Kosky MP, would open the Vocational College at
9.30 am on Wednesday, 25 October 2006.

Council noted the presentation and congratulated Mr Adamson for his work
in getting the vocational college up and running.

RAMLEGH PARK – RURAL LEARNING CENTRE – PRESENTATION BY
MR DAVID DUGGAN

The Deputy Director (Operations) presented an update of proposed Stage 1
and 2 building works at the Rural Learning Centre at Ramlegh Park.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT
PACCT STAFF LEAVE

Council resolved that paid special leave be extended to PACCT and other non-teaching staff for
the period of the 2006/07 Close Down (i.e. there will be no deduction from employees’ annual
leave entitlements).

However, it is to be noted that the above provisions will not apply to casual staff and to be
eligible for the benefit, an employee must have been paid in an ongoing or fixed-term basis for
a minimum period of three months as at 31 December 2006.

INTERNAL BUDGET MEETINGS

Internal budget meetings are being held with all the teaching centres and it is expected that
Council will be given a balanced recurrent budget in December.

STAFF APPOINTMENTS 

The Chief Executive advised that Mr Bruce Prescott, a long standing staff member has been
appointed to the position of Deputy Director (Operations) commencing in January 2007 as Mr
David Duggan has indicated his intention to retire from the Institute in early 2007. Two
Associate Directors will also leave, Ms Sue Robertson

of the Centre for Health Human and Community Services is retiring, and Ms Denise Stevens has
been appointed to a senior management role with the William Angliss Institute of TAFE.

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

The Chief Executive advised that due to several senior management staff attending the TAFE
Directors’ Australia 2006 National Conference in Adelaide between the 13 – 15 November, the
scheduled meeting for November would not occur.

Holmesglen Institute Of TAFE Council Meeting 6/2006  
Held On Wednesday, 18 October, 2006 at 6.00 pm. Board Room, Building 8, Chadstone Campus
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Annual Visual Arts, Ceramic and Graphic
Art and Design Graduate Exhibition
Wednesday 22 November – Sunday 3 December 

Glen Eira City Council Gallery, 
Corner Glen Eira and Hawthorn Roads, Caulfield. 
Melways Ref 68 A2

Gallery opening hours: Monday - Friday 10am to 5pm, Saturday
and Sunday 1pm to 5pm. 

Admission is free. Hope you can make it along to see some
great work. Everyone is welcome!

Pottery Sale
The annual pottery
sale is on once again!
Get in early for some
beautiful and unique
pieces at bargain
prices.  

Fantastic
Christmas
gifts!

When:  

December 5, 6 and 7,
at the Ceramic
Department at
Chadstone.

Patisserie Students put
the Icing on the Cake!
In July this year the Hospitality
department started a new course,
Certificate III in Hospitality (Patisserie). 
The students have just completed a
module called 'Prepare and present
gateaux, tortes and cakes'.

Under instruction from Erica Mendes
(Moorabbin's resident pastry chef /
lecturer) the students created some
wonderful novelty cakes. Below are a two
examples of their work.

Well done students! 

POTTERY
SALE!

5th, 6th & 7th
December

10.00am to 5.00pm
BUILDING 2

CERAMICS DEPARTMENT


